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The Blue Flag Programme is an exclusive, voluntary eco-label for beaches and 
marinas. The programme is run by the Foundation for Environmental Education 
(FEE), a non-profit, non-governmental organisation with member organisations 
in 46 countries as of 2006. The Blue Flag campaign started in Europe in 1987 
with the purpose of encouraging beaches to comply with the EU Bathing Water 
Directive. The programme criteria has since developed to address a wide range 
of issues and the number of participating countries and number of beaches and 
marinas receiving the award has increased yearly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Blue Flag Programme 
 

 

The Blue Flag is given to beaches and 
marinas that meet a specific set of criteria 
concerning environmental information and 
education, water quality, safety and services 
and environmental management. It has 
become a symbol of quality recognised by 
tourists and tour operators and can be used 
for the promotion of the awarded beach or 
marina. 

 

The programme is designed to raise 
environmental awareness and increase good 
environmental practices among tourists, 
local populations and beach and marina 
management and staff. The programme 
criteria are also designed to work with the 
national, regional and local legislation of 
each country, thereby assuring that the 
legislation is being followed, or it can be 
used to set a benchmark higher than what 
already exists. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As of 2006 there were over 3200 sites awarded with the Blue Flag in 36 
countries across Europe, the Caribbean, Morocco, Canada, New Zealand and 
South Africa. Current information about participating countries and awarded 
sites can be found on the website www.blueflag.org 
 
 
 
 
 

                                            
 
 
 

 

 

                         

                                                An Taisce 

 

An Taisce run the Blue Flag Programme in Ireland. For more                 
information about the Blue Flag for Beaches and Marinas in Ireland please visit 
their website  www.blueflagireland.org  or phone 01 4002210. 

 
 

 
 



Blue Flag Mar ina Programme 
 

The criteria for the Blue Flag Marina Programme have developed over time to 
become more demanding and to address issues within the broader context of 
sustainability. The criteria are either guideline or imperative. 

 
Some of the criteria for marinas are: 

�  Information about natural sensitive areas must be displayed 
�  Code of environmental conduct must be displayed 
�  Information about the Blue Flag Marina Programme must be displayed 
�  Three environmental education activities are offered to users and staff of 

the marina 
�          The individual Blue Flag for boat owners is offered through the marina 
�  Production of an environmental policy and plan at the marina 
�  Adequate and well managed litterbins and/or garbage containers 
�  Facilities for receiving and disposing of at least three kinds of hazardous 

waste 
�  Facilities for receiving and disposing of at least three kinds of recyclable 

waste 
�  Bilge and toilet pumping facilities are present 
�  Buildings and equipment are well maintained and integrated 
�  Sanitary facilities are present and regularly cleaned 
�  No pollution from boat washing/repair areas may enter the sewage system 

or natural surroundings 
�  No parking/driving in the marina, unless in specific designated areas 
�  Adequate and well signposted lifesaving, first-aid and fire-fighting   

equipment 
�  Emergency plans in case of accidents must be produced  
�  Safety precautions must be posted                                                                         
�  Electricity and water must be available at the berths, properly installed 
�  Facilities for disabled people 
�  Map indicating the location of the different facilities is posted at the 

marina               
�  Visually clean water            

 
 

 
Athlone Mar ina was awarded the Blue Flag 

in 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007 
 
 

 



Salthill, Galway    6 June 2006  
 

 
 

From L-R 
Char les Stanley-Smith, Chair  of Education Committee, An Taisce 
Gavin Har te, Director  of  An Taisce  
Dick Roche TD, M inister  for  the Environment, Her itage and Local Government 
Vincent Gallagher, Athlone Mar ina Supervisor  

 
 

Greystones South Beach, Wicklow   5 June 2007 

 

         
 

From L-R 
Lucy Hunt, Blue Flag Manager, An Taisce  
Vincent Gallagher, Athlone Mar ina Supervisor  
Dick Roche TD, then Minister  for  the Environment, Her itage and Local Government 
 


