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therefore be considered as a fundamental part of the design process, rather than as an
afterthought once vehicular traffic has been catered for. Good, direct and convenient facilities
should be provided where they have to cross traffic streams. Delay to pedestrians and cyclists
should be considered with equal significance as delay to other traffic, facilities for crossing roads
should be included where there are pedestrians or cyclists. Specific facilities should be included
for people with mobility /sensory impairment. The suitability of particular junction types should be
considered in relation to the needs of the various users. Safety measures should be an integral
part of the design process to make a scheme work as safely as practically possible.

As recommended in the Guidelines, Road User Audits should be used. Many road traffic
management schemes are introduced primarily for motor vehicles and can be detrimental to other
road users. Road User Audits are a way of representing the needs of different road users within
the road design process. The main categories of road users that should be considered are:
cyclists, pedestrians, people with mobility/sensory impairment, motorcyclists and public transport.
Schemes where Road User Audits should be considered include: road improvement schemes,
traffic management schemes, development schemes, new roads, and major maintenance
schemes.

P-UD9 1t is the policy of the Council to use Road User Audits for road improvement schemes,
traffic management schemes, development schemes, new roads, and major maintenance
schemes.

The decline in walking and cycling experienced in recent years is of concern both because of the
additional traffic this generates, and because of the health implications for the community. The
Council in it's transportation functions can promote walking and cycling through such initiatives as
safer routes to school and walking buses, by providing cycle parking in prominent locations;
developing dedicated cycle routes and cycle lanes and requiring that such facilities be provided
as part of new development.

P-UD10lt is the policy of the Council to promote walking and cycling as transport modes in urban
areas.

Where choices in relation to traffic management are available, the public should be consulted
over the options; the pros and potential cons should be explained clearly in order that an informed
decision can be reached.

P-UD11lt is the policy of the Council to consult the public in relation to significant Traffic
Management issues.

In determining the suitability of larger development proposals the Traffic Management Guidelines
recommend that Transport Assessments should be used. Transport Assessments include all
modes of transport including private vehicles and the recommended threshold for their use is set
out in the Traffic Management Guidelines.

P-UD12lt is the policy of the Council to consider the Transport Impact of development proposals
in accordance with the Traffic Management Guidelines.

Conflicting transport objectives of commercial vitality, ease of access/movement, safe
environment for all users, and residential/environmental amenity can make a process difficult to
manage. However with increase in population, and the direct link between economic growth and
transport demand it is essential to plan and manage traffic demands in the town and urban area if
they are to thrive.
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Making Attractive and Distinctive Places

Underpinning the quality of any urban environment and complimenting the role of achieving
permeability through design, are the buildings that frame the streets and urban spaces. A quality
built environment provides the basis for an attractive and distinctive town, new development
should create a sense of place and add to local distinctiveness and by doing so will aid
orientation and reinforce the identity and legibility of the Town.

New development should ensure that building layout, scale and design creates a network of
overlooked, connected and supervised spaces. Overlooked streets and open spaces with ‘active’
frontages can make places feel safer and help introduce vitality into the public realm. Generally,
proposals that result in blank flank or gable walls fronting areas of public realm will be resisted
and building design will be expected to ‘turn corners’ positively.

Buildings will be expected to integrate sensitively into the surrounding built and natural
environment, the Town Council will encourage the use of built forms that enhance the physical
environment through the creation of streets and spaces and through positive contributions to
existing streetscapes.

P-UD13Development will be expected to draw on the intrinsic qualities of Athlone’s established
urban environment and add to the local distinctiveness and sense of place that form the
basis of the town’s unique character and attractive urban form.

A defining aspect of any urban environment is the quality of the built environment and the
provision of tall buildings can greatly dictate the appreciation and attractiveness of an area. ‘Tall’
buildings in Athlone’s context could refer to any building above 4 stories, as buildings in the town
centre are generally two to three stories high with some exceptions. The Town Centre
development, Gallico, will change the skyline of the town considerably by providing a 12 storey
structure in the heart of the town, it is acknowledged that a tall buildings policy is an important
element in managing and facilitating future proposals for tall buildings.

Tall buildings can improve legibility and townscape character if designed and located
appropriately, however, they can have a wide range of negative effects including obstructing
views, detracting from nearby historic buildings and creating ‘dead’ environments at street level. It
is considered that a comprehensive design study is required to assess urban capacity and
identify potential locations for tall buildings within the Town Council area, it would also identify
sensitive areas where Tall Buildings may be resisted, such an approach would give additional
certainty to the planning process in this regard.

Further guidance on tall buildings will be provided in a supplementary planning document during
the term of the Plan.

Delivering Inclusive Environments with a Broad Range of Facilities

Inclusive design is concerned with making places everyone can use and aims to remove the
barriers that create undue effort and separation. Good urban design should reflect the diversity of
people who use the urban areas and not impose barriers of any kind, providing buildings and
environments that are convenient and enjoyable to use for everyone. Urban environments, in
terms of streets, spaces and buildings should all be designed to be inclusive.

P-UD14The Town Council will require all development proposals to be designed adhering to the
principles of inclusive design by removing barriers to access and providing high design
standards to meet the access and movement requirements of all users.

Providing a mix of uses in centres can contribute towards good urban design and sustainable
development by making urban areas more attractive places to live and by providing increased
activity and use during the day, in the evenings and at weekends, by introducing new residents
and visitors. Mixed-use development improves the vitality and viability of commercial centres and
they reduce the need to travel, by providing for a range of requirements in close proximity.
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O-TC10 Undertake a Waterfront Strategy for the river front area in Athlone Town to include the
assessment of the provision of a footbridge across the Shannon

2.2.2 URBAN RENEWAL AND REGENERATION

To direct and stimulate commercial development in Athlone Town, a number of areas were
identified under the Urban Renewal Act, 1986, financial incentives were provided to promote the
refurbishment of existing buildings and the construction of new buildings. Further areas were
designated for Urban Renewal under the 1994 — 1997 programme, a significant proportion of the
areas identified have been developed, and notable projects benefiting from the Urban Renewal
designation include Pearse Street, Golden Island, the Town Centre redevelopment off Church
Street and residential development at the Docks.

The projects benefiting from Urban Renewal designation have contributed to the upgrading of
former derelict and run—down areas, have resulted in a more efficient utilisation of valuable urban
lands and have generally resulted in the enhancement of the town.

The Athlone Integrated Area Plan identifies a number of strategic sites and urban infill/backland
opportunities both on the West of the River and in the town centre to the east of the River. It is
hoped that designating such sites will act as a key element in stimulating urban renewal and
regeneration, particularly on the west side of the Town. Any development in the older parts of the
Town will have to have regard to the Towns architectural heritage.

P-TC12The Council will actively encourage suitable development at the sites identified in the
Athlone Integrated Area Plan.

P-TC13 Development of infill and under utilised backland sites will be encouraged in the town
centre area, especially where the commercial or residential function of the town is
strengthened, in the interests of achieving the most efficient use of urban lands and to
stimulate regeneration of the more disadvantaged areas of the town, the Council will
encourage the provision of residential accommodation in all town centre regeneration
schemes.

P-TC14 Generally, areas that have not experienced in-depth development have retained a
network of buildings with strong character and a quality of design that provides an
attractive streetscape that has not been diluted or degraded by more recent infill
development; the Planning Authority will seek to retain buildings and streetscapes of
character in the town and new development will be expected to enhance streetscapes
and retain features of interest and vernacular detailing.

P-TC15 New development will be expected to create or positively contribute towards a connected
network of streets and spaces, putting the requirements of pedestrians and cyclists as a
priority by creating direct routes that connect to the existing network.

P-TC16 The Planning Authority will investigate designating further areas of the Town and
individual sites, particularly to the west side of the River, to facilitate and encourage
development for the purposes of regeneration.

An Urban Design Framework Study Area is identified at Loughanaskin/Ankers Bower to facilitate
further mixed use development, benefiting from proximity to the town centre area, the framework
document should facilitate the regeneration of the study area with associated wider community
benefits.

O-TC11Secure the development of all derelict sites in the urban area.

O-TC12To promote the commercial development of Connaught Street with an emphasis on
tourist related activity, in accordance with the recommendations of the Integrated Area
Plan.

O-TC13To encourage the reconstruction and redevelopment of St. Mary’s Hall (Old Workhouse)
at Coosan Road for community purposes and for a community hall or community theatre.

O-TC14To encourage the redevelopment of the blighted area adjoining St. Mel's Terrace.

O-TC15To provide for the general upgrading of the facades of buildings in conjunction with
environmental improvement to streets in accordance with the recommendations of the
Integrated Area Plan.
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O-TC16Facilitate the development of underutilised land and buildings in the vicinity of Patrick
Street in conjunction with the provision of a public car park.

O-TC17Facilitate the development of underutilised lands south of the railway station for
commercial and residential development in accordance with the recommendations of the
Integrated Area Plan and to encourage the relocation of the Bus Garage to an out of
centre location

O-TC18Facilitate the reconstruction and refurbishment of properties west of the car-park
entrance on Connaught Street in accordance with the recommendations of the Integrated
Area Plan.

O-TC19Facilitate the development of sites listed for designation in the Integrated Area Plan,
regard being had to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area,
O-TC20Implement the visual amenity study for Church Street and Mardyke Street in relation to
the street area and facilitate the implementation of the recommendations in relation to

frontages.

O-TC21To undertake an Urban Design Framework Study for Loughanaskin/Ankers Bower and
implement the provisions of same.

O-TC22 Implement the Regeneration Study for the west side of Athlone.

O-TC23 Extend TP O’Connor Street eastwards into the Earls site at Super Macs in Irishtown and
encourage/facilitate the development of the site east of Milestone Electric between TP
O’Connor Street, as extended, and John Broderick Street.

2.3 HOUSING

Although most recent census figures indicate a declining urban population in Athlone, the town
and environs are growing and it is anticipated that over the course of the current Plan and beyond
to 2020, the population will continue to increase, at projected unprecedented levels of growth.

It is critical that housing policies positively address the anticipated growth and provide a
framework for the provision of sustainable balanced communities. To achieve this objective,
housing policies must facilitate the provision of quality residential environments and must be
complimented by the provision of sustainable public transport options and supported by ancillary
community infrastructure.

The lands which have been identified for residential and other supporting uses are capable of
accommodating growth to 2014. Having regard to the scale of development envisaged over the
plan period and beyond, it is vitally important that this takes place in a plan led manner which
involves carrying out detailed framework plans in particular for new areas identified for
development. This scale of population growth will generate demand for a range of services and
facilities including education, community and recreational facilities, open space etc.

Housing Strategy

The Town Council in association with Westmeath County Council have completed a Housing
Strategy, to provide for the existing and future housing needs of the County up to 2014 and set
out the policies which the Council will apply in pursuit of the strategy and other relevant housing
aims. The Housing Strategy is contained in appendix 4.2.3.

P-HS1 It is the policy of the Town Council to implement the Housing Strategy and provisions
therein, prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning and Development Acts 2000

— 2006.

The Strategy establishes the context of housing in Westmeath in terms of:

. The Council's established Corporate Plan, insofar as it relates to housing.

. The Action Plan for Social and Affordable Housing 2004-2008 (to be reviewed in 2008),
which determines its own housing activities.

. The four year Programme for the Accommodation of Travelling Families in County
Westmeath 2005 — 2008 to be reviewed end of 2008.

. The broader land use settlement and zoning strategies which have been set out in the

Town Development Plan and,
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. Housing demand and supply, including the supply of serviced zoned land and the overall
requirement for social and affordable housing is considered; strategies to ensure an
adequate supply of land for housing and necessary construction of social and affordable
housing, are set out; and policies which the Council will apply in pursuit of this strategy
and other relevant housing aims.

The housing strategy to be employed by the Council over the period of this plan comprises three
elements:

i). To ensure that sufficient zoned and serviced land is available to accommodate the
estimated housing requirements during the currency of the Plan.
ii). To provide directly for social and affordable housing solutions through its own house

building programme, assistance to other agencies and individuals, acquisition of
dwellings and other special programmes

iii). To further provide for social and affordable housing through Part V of the Planning and
Development Acts 2000 - 2006.

Supply of Residential Land

P-HS2 The Town Council will ensure, in co-operation with Westmeath County Council and
Roscommon County Council where necessary, that a sufficient amount and variety of
serviced land, designed for residential use, is available for house building in the town.

The population projections that guided the Housing Strategy indicate that the population of
Athlone is set to rise to 24,160 (22,774 in the Westmeath part of Athlone) by 2014, based on
anticipated natural growth, inward migration and accelerated growth directed by the Regional
Planning Guidelines.

The Housing Land Availability study determined that there were approx. 220 ha of undeveloped
residential lands in Athlone based on the 2002 Development Plan zoning envelope. This area of
land could facilitate a population growth of over 15,000 persons based on a 15% provision of
open space, a density of 35 units/ha and a conservative average household occupancy of 2.3.
Therefore, the existing zoning envelope is adequate to provide for anticipated population growth
over the Plan period, 2008 — 2014 and the additional lands will facilitate development over the
longer term, the additional capacity will allow for headroom, availability of services, choice, site
constraints and the provision of a range of housing tenures and sizes.

Local Area Plans have been completed for lands at Cornamaddy and Curragh-Lissywollen and
an action area plan has been undertaken for lands at Baylough. It is an objective of the Plan to
implement the provisions of these Plans. It is a further objective to undertake local area plans for
Monksland, Loughandonning and at Lissywollen south of the N6, to identify opportunity for further
sustainable growth. Other areas may be identified for Local Area Plans over the course of the
Plan.

P-HS3 To ensure that the development of suburban greenfield lands is undertaken in the context
of local area plans.

Other pockets of undeveloped land within the urban area provide further opportunity for growth in
the Town Council area.

To encourage residential activity in the Town Centre area a proactive approach is recommended,
residential activity can be maximised by the development of backland and infill plots, provision of
residential accommodation in mixed-use redevelopment schemes and by the re-use and
conversion of vacant upper floors. Such development opportunities will be considered favourably
where the character and amenity of established areas is retained and where the residential
accommodation provided satisfies adopted residential design standards. The existing action area
plan at Baylough and the proposed local area plans at Monksland and Loughandonning also
provide opportunity for residential growth in the urban core.
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Residential Density

The supply of residential lands is a finite resource and the utilisation of lands and valuable
infrastructural investment is generally maximised by the use of higher densities of residential
development.

P-HS4 It is the policy of the Town Council to encourage higher residential densities at suitable
locations, particularly close to existing or proposed major public transport corridors and
nodes and in proximity to the town centre.

In order to encourage and facilitate sustainable residential communities, higher densities are
encouraged at appropriate locations in accordance with the provisions of the Residential Density
Guidelines for Planning Authorities (1999). In the implementation of this policy, the Town Council
will have regard to the Residential Density Guidelines and any amendments over the course of
this Plan.

The provision of higher densities of residential development will necessitate the provision of high
standards of design and has to be balanced against the protection of the character and amenities
of established environments; development that significantly reduces the residential amenity of
existing residents or is considered out of character with a particular area will be resisted in the
interests of the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

In the context of overall design led local area plans, pockets of lower density residential
development may be integrated into the overall development strategy for identified plan areas.
Such an approach has already been adopted in the Cornamaddy Action Area Plan where low to
medium density predominates the Plan area.

Densities of 14pa (35 per ha) are considered acceptable and development will not be required to
achieve higher densities or refused permission only on the basis that higher densities are not
being achieved. Specific sites have been identified where low to medium density is considered
the most appropriate.

Social and Affordable Housing

Athlone Town Council will continue to endeavour to meet the needs of households through a
range of social housing options, including the house-building programme. The Councils objective
is to meet the needs of the various categories identified in the Assessment of Housing Needs in
an appropriate manner. This objective can be achieved through a variety of methods including:

. Direct provision of housing units.

. Acquisition of Part V units.

. Voluntary housing schemes.

. Provision of private sites.

. Rental accommodation scheme.

. Loans and grants to improve current housing and provide for special need categories.

P-HS5 The Council will require the provision of social and affordable housing units in new
residential developments in accordance with the requirements of Part V of the Planning &
Development Acts 2000 — 2006 and the provisions of the Housing Strategy.

Special Needs Housing

P-HS6 The Council will encourage the provision of small, self-contained living units with
associated facilities for people with special needs to help maintain their privacy and
independence. Such housing shall be in proximity to the town centre or neighbourhood
centres for accessibility, to foster social inclusion and in the interests of sustainability.
The Town Development Plan seeks to create sustainable communities through design
polices and principles that remove barriers that create separation and aim to create
inclusive environments. The Housing Strategy makes provision for homeless persons,
elderly persons and people with disabilities. It is a policy of the council to ensure that the
housing needs of all members of society are catered for.

P-HS7 It is policy to secure the provision of social and affordable housing in accordance with the
adopted Housing Strategy to meet the needs of all households currently not provided for,
including the elderly.
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The Planning Authority will encourage the design of units in residential schemes to be designed
as ‘houses for life’ which will allow later adaptation and conversion for special needs or elderly
accommodation.

Traveller Accommodation

There are 230 traveller families within the Athlone Town Council and Westmeath County Council
administrative area as of November 2004 based on the Annual Count of Traveller Families within
the 2004 Annual Report of the National Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee.

The Council will, in consultation with appropriate groups, investigate the particular needs of
traveller culture and economy.

P-HS8 It is the policy of the Council to provide a good living environment for travelling people to
recommended standards of accommodation, sanitary facilities, education and employment
opportunities.

It is an objective of the Council to provide accommodation for travellers in accordance with the
Councils Traveller Accommodation Program adopted wunder the Housing (Traveller
Accommodation) Act 1998.

The Council will consult with Travellers, their representative organisations and the local settled
community in relation to the siting, planning and design of prospective halting sites or group
housing schemes, in order to promote social inclusion.

Student Accommodation
P-HS9 The Council will encourage purpose built complexes on suitable sites to accommodate
the third level student population with particular reference to Athlone Institute of Technology.

All applications for Student Accommodation shall be based on a needs assessment and the onus
is on the applicant, with the third level institutes support, to demonstrate the quantitative need for
accommodation at the location proposed.

Student accommodation shall be located as purpose built accommodation at locations in
proximity to the relevant third level institute and accessible to public transport corridors and
neighbourhood services. All units shall be provided with minimum open space to satisfy
standards detailed in Part 3, Residential Standards.

The extension and/or subdivision of houses either in established housing estates or new houses
in estates with units designed primarily for family occupation, to student accommodation will not
normally be permitted; in the interests of protecting residential amenity and character.

Old Person/Retirement Accommodation

The 2002 Census indicates that the proportion of the county’s population over 65 years of age is
11%, which is broadly in line with the national average. It is important that the requirements of the
older residents of the town are provided for over the Plan period.

P-HS10lt is policy to ensure a mix of accommodation types and sizes in residential schemes to
provide accommodation for the elderly.

Granny Flat/Family Annex

A granny flat comprises the provision of an independent living unit by the extension or subdivision
of an existing house to provide temporary accommodation, generally, for an elderly family
member. In some instances, where residential plot size permits, the flat is provided as a detached
independent unit.

P-HS11The Council will favourably consider proposals for the extension or sub-division of
existing houses to provide an independent family annex provided that the proposal does
not detract from the character of the host structure and area or negatively impact on
neighbouring residential amenity, including the provision of private open space. The unit
shall be designed as an integral part of the host dwelling, capable of re-integration for
single family use.
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Proposals for detached independent units on existing residential plots must demonstrate that it is
not possible to provide the accommodation as an annex to the existing house and that the garden
size is sufficient to accommodate the proposal without impacting negatively on the character of
the area or negatively impacting existing residential amenity, development that faces onto the
rear of existing development is not acceptable.

A grant of permission will normally be conditioned that the independent unit be returned to a
single residential unit on cessation of use as a family annex.

Single or Small Housing Developments

Proposals for single houses or small housing developments will not normally be permitted in
areas where substantial housing lands are available, except in accordance with an overall
permission or an Action Area Plan for those lands. The objective of this policy is to avoid land-
locking of valuable development land and to avoid the creation of other barriers that may
constrain the efficient development of strategic land banks at a later date.

Backland and Infill Residential Development

P-HS12Residential development on backland and infill sites will be favourably considered in
areas proximate to neighbourhood and town centres and in proximity to local public
transport corridors.

Careful consideration of backland and infill sites is required in order to protect the amenities of
existing residents, such development will only be considered where all the following criteria are
fulfilled:

. There is no significant reduction in the amount of amenity space enjoyed by existing
residents, especially for those in houses with the shared use of a garden.

. There is minimal loss of privacy from overlooking adjoining houses and/or their back
gardens.

. There are no problems with vehicular access or a significant increase in noise and
disturbance from traffic gaining access.

. There is no significant loss of wildlife habitats, particularly trees or shrubs which would
adversely affect the appearance and character of the area.

. The character of the area is maintained with particular regard to the scale and density of
the development.

. Development which faces onto the rear of existing development is unacceptable.

Residential Layout

In the past, suburban sprawl and the road hierarchy has characterised housing estate layout, with
roads designed first and the houses fitted around them. This has led to under utilisation of land, in
particular urban lands, the over reliance on the car, with traffic calming being introduced after the
development is occupied, and little or no connectivity within or between sites.

To achieve quality urban environments, the Town Council will apply the principles of sustainable
urban design as detailed in section 2.1 of the Plan and have developed principles of good
residential layout, which are detailed in Appendix 4.2.4. New residential development shall have
regard to such principles and guidelines and will be assessed in terms of the following policies.

P-HS13The design and layout of all new housing developments on urban lands - greenfield,
brownfield, infill and back land sites will have regard to the character of the area and its
location and aim to achieve attractive and sustainable development through better design
which promotes local identity and distinctiveness.

P-HS14The layout of a housing development shall not be determined after the road layout but
before or at the same time. Connections to schools, shops and public transport for the
new housing shall be identified. Long straight roads are to be avoided, and all roads
within housing areas must be overlooked.

P-HS15Future housing layouts and design must be adaptable to change over time with a variety
of accommodation types, sizes and tenures, in addition to designing for future
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transportation links. The site’s relationship to public facilities and public transport will
determine whether the site is appropriate for higher density development.

P-HS161In the interest of sustainability and to prevent the continuation of urban sprawl, density
targets must be met but not to the determent of the quality of life for future residents’
amenity, privacy and safety and open space provision.

P-HS17In order to achieve sustainable urban areas which serve the needs of communities, any
residential development proposal which does not provide an appropriate quality of design
will not be granted permission.

Open Space Provision in New Residential Developments

Open space is one of the key elements in defining the quality of the residential environment. It
provides passive as well as active amenity and can have important ecological and environmental
aspects. The provision of open space to serve new residential developments should be on a
hierarchical basis varying in size from large regional parks to small children’s play areas and
passive recreation spaces close to peoples’ homes.

Quality will take precedence over quantity in open space provision and details of the proposed
landscaping, hard and soft, of these spaces should be provided with planning applications. If, in
higher density schemes a lower quantity is accepted, then there must be a reciprocal increase in
quality.

In order to facilitate community interaction and create a sense of place, public open spaces must
be designed and treated as important nodes that perform a specific function in the creation of
sustainable communities, regardless of scale or type.

In design terms, public open spaces should have a south facing aspect where feasible and must
be overlooked by buildings. They should not generally be located in close proximity to major road
junctions, particularly where major access roads intersect with local collector roads. Open space
should be integrated into the overall design concept. The Council will not consider incidental
spaces left over after site layout has been designed, as open space. Proposals for the
management and maintenance of open space should also be included in a scheme. Open spaces
should be suitably drained to ensure that the open space can be used in all but exceptional
weather conditions.

Landscaping shall be carried out in accordance with BS. 4428 1989, Code of Practice for General
Landscape operations (excluding land surfaces), or any subsequent revisions. The physical
landscaping operation should be undertaken by a competent specialist landscaping contractor to
the satisfaction of the Council. Open spaces should incorporate existing natural and landscape
features such as mature trees, hedgerows, etc. and retain or enhance their visual setting.

Public Open Space Standards will be divided between qualitative and quantitative. Regard should
be had to the ‘Residential Density Guidelines’ (DOE LG, 1999). Guidance on the qualitative
provision of open space is provided in the principles of good residential layout detailed in
Appendix 4.2.4.

P-HS18lt is the Policy of the Council to ensure that new residential development includes a high
standard in public and private open space provision and provision for recreation and
sporting activities where appropriate.

Quantitative Standards

Public open space will be provided on a hierarchical basis and in general, a minimum of 2
hectares per 1000 population will be required. The Council will adopt a flexible approach to
guantitative open space standards and put greater emphasis on the qualitative standards outlined
in the Plan. Where residential developments are close to the facilities of the town centre or in
proximity to public parks or other natural amenities, a relaxation of standards will be considered
and the Council may seek a financial contribution towards public open space or recreational
facilities in the wider area in lieu of public open space within the development as appropriate.

However, in general and to ensure that development is based on the creation of sustainable

community building, the following quantitative standards will apply :

. In Greenfield a minimum rate of 15% of the total site area will be required unless
otherwise stated, which should be in the form of useful open spaces within residential

36



O-HS1

O-HS2

O-HS3
O-Hs4

O-HS5
0O-HS6
O-HS7
O-HS8
O-HS9

developments and where appropriate, larger neighbourhood parks to serve the wider
community. Public Open space on Institutional Lands should be provided at a rate of 20%
of the site area.

In all other cases a minimum of 10% of the total site area will be required for open space.
Where the development proposal is such that the open space provision by reason of its
shape, location or size does not lend itself to use as a beneficial open space, the
developer will be required to make a payment in lieu of provision to the Planning
Authority. This will be related to the density, the value of the land and the cost of
development of the open space.

Implement the provisions of the Cornamaddy Local Area Plan, the Baylough Action Area
Plan and Curragh-Lissywollen Local Area Plan.

Undertake Local Area Plans for lands at Monksland, Lissywollen, south of the N6, and
Loughandonning.

To identify further areas for the provision of local area plans over the course of the Plan.
Produce a supplementary planning guidance note on New Residential Development, its
design, location and layout and an integrated approach to achieving sustainable and
quality residential developments

To facilitate housing development to meet the towns needs.

Acquire lands as necessary inside and outside the Town for Town housing needs.

Select suitable sites for Old Persons’ Dwellings.

Encourage high-density housing development in suitable locations.

Co-operate with Westmeath County Council to meet the accommodation needs of the
indigenous travelling community.

0-HS10 To require that proposals for the maintenance and management of public open space be

included in planning applications.

O-HS11To ensure that incidental spaces left over after site layout, or narrow or hard to manage

tracts of land are not accepted as open space in calculations.

O-HS12To require that detailed landscaping proposals be included with planning applications.
0O-HS13 To require a low — medium residential density (ie. 10 — 16 units per acre) on identified

sites.
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2.4 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

2.4.1 Context
Enhancing the level of critical mass in the Midlands region by combining the complementary
strengths of Athlone, Mullingar and Tullamore as a gateway at the heart of the region is essential
to boosting the region’s overall economic strength, the role of Athlone is therefore critical in
achieving and sustaining regional growth. The National Spatial Strategy notes that it is important
to build on the central locations of the key towns at the intersection of national road and rail
routes and high quality education, skills and research, together with physical infrastructure and
services for the population, is critical to underpin future economic growth.
The strategy for regional growth scheduled in the Regional Planning Guidelines is based on a
core principle of achieving accelerated population and economic growth in gateway and principle
towns, the linked gateway, including Athlone, is expected to drive economic growth in the region.
P-EY1 It is the policy of the Council to facilitate enterprise and employment, and to co-operate
with other authorities and agencies including the private sector in order to provide
employment, support opportunities and in the promotion of the Town as an attractive
location for business which operates in a manner consistent with the National Spatial
Strategy and the County Development Board Strategy.

Enterprise Promotion and Supply of Land

Within the urban area, the primary sources of employment are within the retailing and service

industries. There is opportunity to expand on the retailing and service sectors within the

established town area through increased retailing and commercial based activity. Consolidation of
retail uses in the town centre will support employment growth in this sector.

Given Athlone’s built up urban area, it is unlikely that significant employment generating uses

other than that relating to the service and retail sectors, will be accommodated within the town

centre area, in any event, to accommodate large scale commercial and light
industrial/technological uses to serve the town, sufficient lands are zoned on the urban edge.

Nevertheless, it is considered appropriate to develop policies that will encourage and facilitate the

development of small workshops and craft industries that by their nature and scale could be

accommodated within neighbourhood and mixed use areas accessible to large sectors of the
community and provide an alternative accessible employment source.

P-EY2 To encourage and facilitate the establishment of small starter/incubator workshop, craft
or service units in mixed use areas and in residential areas which suffer from high
unemployment levels provided they do not impinge on residential amenity in these areas
and subject to adopted development management standards.

Athlone’s strategic position on east/west road and rail corridors and north/south road and river
corridors presents centrality and accessibility benefits that can be exploited; there is significant
opportunity to further consolidate Athlone’s tourism role and potential which can also provide
additional employment opportunities within the Town.

With reference to the more robust enterprise and employment types not suitably accommodated
in the town centre area, an extensive enterprise zone is identified to the east of the town
comprising lands between Bunnahinly, Cloonbonny and Garrycastle with links to the N6 and
proposed N6, Dublin/Athlone/Galway rail line and Mullingar/Athlone rail line. It is an objective of
the Westmeath County Development Plan to co-ordinate development on the basis of local area
plans for the area which should recognise its development potential for employment generating
uses and its links to existing enterprise zones, Athlone Institute of Technology and transport
infrastructure, which will support the continued economic growth of the town.

It is considered that Westmeath County Council has zoned sufficient land in the environs of
Athlone to maintain and support future economic development at strategic locations, primarily
located around the N6/N6 corridor. The Town Council will seek the co-operation of Westmeath
County Council to protect these lands from inappropriate development that would undermine
future economic activity or unsustainable development of such areas.

To the west of Athlone, the Monksland area which is within the administrative area of
Roscommon County Council facilitates a local and growing residential population and has a
strong local economic role. Roscommon County Council, as part of their County Development
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Plan 2002 produced an Athlone Environs Development Plan and a subsequent Athlone Environs
Local Area Plan 2006 — 2012. The development strategy is to consolidate the development of the
area and especially Monksland.

The Town Council will seek the co-operation of Roscommon County Council to protect these
lands from inappropriate development that would undermine the future economic growth of
Athlone or its important regional role.

Siting and Design

The siting and design of industrial, light industrial and commercial development is important in

integrating such development into the urban fabric of the town, such employment generating

enterprise is traditionally located on the outskirts of towns and therefore, frames a visitors first
impression of the town.

P-EY3 To encourage planning and design to achieve better integration of industrial areas into
the urban fabric of the Town, resolving tensions between uses and enhancing the
security and permeability of industrial areas for walkers and cyclists, and those with
disabilities; as well as business.

A high standard of design and layout of enterprise and employment generating development is

required and provision should be made to incorporate existing site features into the site layout

and retain mature trees and features of interest. Large areas of parking should be broken up and
individual building design should satisfy design principles and standards detailed in the Plan.

Employment and Education

P-EY4 It is the policy of the Council to support high quality proposals for the intensification or
expansion of established key employers and/or institutions in the technology,
pharmaceutical and knowledge sectors unless there are environmental impacts which
cannot be adequately mitigated.

Athlone Institute of Technology has a recognised tradition of collaborating with the private sector

and provides a strategic interface between third level and professional sectors. A strategic

partnership between Athlone Institute of Technology and Dublin City University has also been

agreed with the intention of establishing an industry-linked research centre and providing new

degree programmes.

Georgia Tech Research Institute (GTRI), Atlanta, Georgia, is proposing to establish an applied

research institute, with support from IDA Ireland. The institute, which will focus on industry

translational research and development needs, will be based at the IDA Business and

Technology Park in Athlone.

Such collaborations and initiatives provide a strong base for developing research and

development infrastructure in Athlone and the midlands region generally; enterprise and

employment policies recognise this important interface.

Clusters

P-EY5 It is the policy of the Council to promote innovative economic sectors and encourage
business ‘clusters’ at appropriate locations that exploit links with one another and/or with
third level institutions.

Much of the production and commercialisation of new knowledge is now less associated with

individual firms and more with high-technology ‘clusters and networks’ populated by small

innovative entrepreneurial firms linked to multinational corporations, universities and research

institutions.

This type of locational advantage allows for co-operating, collaborating and competing to build

competitive advantage, productivity and innovation by utilising inherent potential, through

improving existing and developing linkages and concentrations of business. Clusters may be

concentrated in a particular location or linked locations and this type of development will help

build synergies of business working in the same sector and encourage activities that will benefit

them as a group.
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Home Based Economic Activity
P-EY6 The Council will facilitate home based economic activities where, by virtue of their nature
and scale, they can be accommodated without significant detriment to the amenities of
residential areas.
Home-based economic activities are small-scale professional and commercial activities carried
out by the resident occupier of a dwelling. Such enterprise can add to the type and range of
employment opportunities available in a community and are sustainable in terms that they
generally do not result in increased traffic movements given the relationship of living and working
environments. The proposed use shall be clearly subordinate to the main residential use on site
and permission will only be granted to the resident of the house; in all instances an element of
residential use will be required to be retained on site. Relevant standards are scheduled in Part 3
of the Plan.
Change of use to doctors and dentists surgeries will be permitted only where the clinic or
consultancy use is subordinate to the residential use and where an element of residential use is
retained on site. Where proposals concern single use doctor, dentist or other health or social
service provision not associated with a primary residential use, the practice shall be provided in a
purpose built/converted unit or within a Medical Park.

Employment and Transportation

Walking and cycling networks are not solely for leisure purposes but if the networks are linked to

land use and are accessible and safe, they provide a user friendly, sustainable alternative to the

private motor car in terms of access to employment.

Employment lands should only be developed in tandem with sustainable transport objectives, the

enterprise and employment area to the east of the town is shaped by its links to the local road

network and to the national road and rail network, such infrastructural provision provides

significant opportunity to link development to transport to reduce reliance on the private car and

promote alternative forms of transport, such opportunities should underpin the framework of the

Local Area Plan.

P-EY7 The Town Council will co-operate with transport providers, local business and other
agencies to ensure that employment lands are developed in a pattern that sustains and
promotes the provision of a public transport network.

Public sector, local government and large scale private sector employers have opportunity to
promote the use of public transport, walking and cycling through the adoption and implementation
of a Travel Plan, also referred to as a ‘healthy transport plan’ or a ‘green transport plan’. A Travel
Plan is a package of measures and initiatives that aim to reduce the number of car journeys
made, by providing people with greater choice. Typically, a Plan will include measures such as
providing cycle parking, offering discounted public transport tickets, starting up a car sharing
scheme, or encouraging people to work at home.
P-EY8 Proposals for new and extended enterprise and employment generating uses shall be
accompanied by a Travel Plan. The Town Council will liaise with local business and
service providers in facilitating the development of Travel Plans.

The Town Council will work with business, community and transport interests to ensure that plans
and proposals are feasible and cognisant of local conditions. Similarly, developers should discuss
proposals with the local authority and transport providers and operators at the earliest stage. ‘The
Route to Sustainable Commuting, An Employers Guide to Mobility Management Plans’ published
by the DTO in 2001 provides guidance and advice on the development and implementation of
Travel Plans.

In some instances a Transport Assessment will also be required, the Traffic Management
Guidelines detail relevant thresholds in this regard.

Major Accidents Directive

No industries in the Athlone Town Council administrative area are currently affected by the
Seveso |l Directive (96/082/EEC) which seeks to prevent major accidents involving dangerous
substances and to limit the consequences of accidents on people and the environment.
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However, the Health and Safety Authority have established consultation distances surrounding
establishments designated as containing hazardous substances. Elan in the western environs of
the town has a 1km consultation zone, which extends partially into the Athlone Town Council
area. In addition to normal planning criteria it will be an objective to ensure that development
within these distances complies with the requirements of the Major Accidents Directive (Seveso
II). The Council will consult with the Health and Safety Authority regarding any such proposals
within the consultation zone. When the extent of the zone of consultation is known it shall be
demarcated around Elan in Athlone and indicated on the Objectives map.

O-EY1 The Town Council will liaise with Westmeath County Council in the adoption and
implementation of a Local Area Plan/s for the enterprise and employment zones identified
to the east of the town and ensure the Plan/s support the continued economic growth of
Athlone.

O-EY2 Promote a programme of environmental enhancements at all existing industrial and light
industrial zones within the Town.

O-EY3 To work with development agencies, third level institutions and businesses to identify
encourage and facilitate opportunities for cluster development.

O-EY4 To encourage the establishment of strategic linkages between education, educational
institutions and industries to meet with future requirements of manpower, by introducing
appropriate courses.

0-EY5 To facilitate home based economic activities that do not undermine or impact the
residential amenity of established areas.

O-EY6 To develop a sustainable tourist industry as a source of employment.

2.4.2 Retailing

Athlone town centre effectively functions as one of the two main towns serving the County,
including parts of neighbouring County Roscommon, and along with Mullingar, dominates the
Westmeath retail hierarchy.

The gateway status, projected population growth and its important regional role ensure Athlone’s
position in the retail hierarchy in the County will remain. Significant Town Centre developments
are already underway that will provide a focus for national and multiple retailers in the Town
Centre area and appropriate policy formulation can consolidate the retail function of the town
centre and strengthen its current position. The retail development of Athlone needs to be
facilitated in a manner that will reduce retail leakage from the town centre and limit leakage
towards other major competing centres.

P-RC1 It is the policy of the Town Council to protect and strengthen the retailing function of
Athlone over the course of the Town Plan.

Aforementioned policy objectives of the Plan seek to facilitate and provide a vibrant and active
town centre reversing trends of population decline and streets dominated by motor vehicles. The
town centre strategy, residential policies and retailing policies are complementary in this regard
and seek to maintain and consolidate the diverse role of the town centre. A healthy retail
environment is generally an essential pre-requisite for a vibrant and viable town centre, the
location and extent of new retail floor space will be critical in providing a vibrant commercial and
retail core.

Retail Strategy

The Retail Planning Guidelines (2005) provide the national context for retail planning and advise
approaches for local authorities in devising policies to facilitate additional retail floor space in a
way that is efficient, equitable and sustainable.

P-RC2 The Town Council will have regard to the Retail Planning Guidelines for Planning

Authorities (and as maybe amended) in preparing plans and in the assessment of planning
applications for retail developments.
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The first County Retail Strategy was adopted in 2003, it confirmed a retail hierarchy for the
County and defined the core retail areas of town centres, a broad assessment of the requirement
for additional floor space and locational guidance on the location and scale of retail development
was also provided. Policies and action initiatives for the improvement of town centres and
identification of criteria for the assessment of retail developments were included.

A review of the 2003 strategy was undertaken by consultants on behalf of Westmeath County
Council and Athlone Town Council in consultation with Roscommon County Council. The
resultant retail strategy for Athlone was adopted by the Town Council in July 2007. This Retail
Strategy is now incorporated into the Town Development Plan 2008 — 2014.

Location and Extent of Retail Floor Space

All applications for retail development will be assessed against the criteria specified in the Retail

Planning Guidelines for Local Authorities, and as maybe amended. It is policy to strengthen the

retailing function of Athlone, and to strengthen the respective role of the town centre. The current

provisions of paragraphs 55 to 65 of the Retail Planning Guidelines outline the main principles for
assessing new retail proposals and the Town Council will apply these criteria in the assessment
of proposed retail floor space.

At a local level, the Retail Strategy, in addition to providing guidance on the location of new retail

development, assesses the provision of existing retail floor space and calculates required floor

space estimates; capacity requirements for 2011, 2016 and 2021 are detailed, encompassing the
term of the Plan and beyond.

P-RC3 The extent of additional retail floor space and the location of new retail floor space should
be of a scale, character and location compatible with maintaining a vibrant and viable
town centre, in this regard, the Town Council will have regard to the County Retalil
Strategy adopted July 2007, in assessing all new retail proposals.

Currently, there are a number of vacant premises and under utilised plots in the town centre area
where new retail floor space should be directed, an urban design framework study area identifies
a potential edge of centre site at Loughanaskin/Ankers Bower that could facilitate additional retail
growth. On the basis of the Retail Strategy, it is anticipated that new retail floor space required
over the course of the Plan will most appropriately be accommodated within the town centre area
or on edge of centre sites where there are no suitable or available town centre sites.

All applications for retail developments should be subject to the "sequential test". Where an
application for retail development outside of the town centre is lodged with the planning authority
the applicant will necessarily demonstrate that there are no, in the first instance, available town
centre sites and in the second instance, no edge of centre sites which would be suitable, viable
and available. In addition to the sequential test, retail development will be assessed against the
following criteria:

€) Whether the proposal supports the long-term strategy for the town centre.

(b) Results in adverse impact to the town centre sufficient to undermine the quality of the
centre or its role in the economic and social life of the community.

(c) Potential to diminish the range of activities and services that a town centre can support.

(d) Potential to cause an increase in the number of vacant properties in the primary retalil
area that is likely to persist in the long term.

(e) Ensures a high standard of access both by public transport, foot, and private car so that
the proposal is easily accessible by all sections of society.

® Link effectively with the town centre so that there is likely to be commercial synergy.

Other criteria that should be considered in the assessment of significant applications include:
That there is a quantitative and qualitative need for the development.

The contribution of the development towards the improvement of the town centre in terms of
urban design and the public realm.

The contribution of the development towards site or area regeneration.

The role of the development in improving the competitiveness of the town against other
competing centres.

Compliance with other development plan policies and objectives.

The development is easily accessible by the elderly and people with disabilities.
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The preferred location for retail development is within the existing town centre, in instances where
the town centre cannot accommodate retail provision within the defined town centres then edge-
of-centre locations require to be identified. The precise distance to and from the defined core
shopping area will vary according to the local circumstances but nonetheless this should
preferably be of no more than 300-400m from the edge of the central area.

In acknowledgement that not all retail uses will or should be accommodated within the retail core,
the following sets out policies relating to the variety of retail formats.

Large Food Stores

Where practicable, new large convenience food store developments shall be located within or on
the edge of the town centre. The degree of accessibility by all modes of transport is vital — more
so for pedestrians and those utilising public transportation — in choosing the location of new food
stores in the interests of social inclusion. However, as large food stores tend to attract high
volumes of shoppers undertaking less frequent but larger weekly grocery trips, the availability of
convenient and easily accessible car parking is a pre-requisite. Thus, large-scale food stores in
town centre or edge-of-centre locations are likely to require decked or underground car parking
given the constraints on site availability.

Athlone is currently well provided for in terms of convenience shopping provision and it is
envisaged that existing and planned provision together with additional floor space provided for in
the town centre redevelopment will address provision up to 2011. A mid-plan health check will
need to be undertaken to assess this position.

District and Neighbourhood Centres

It is likely that as Athlone continues to grow in population terms, that there will be a demand for

the development of neighbourhood or district centres to cater for newly developing residential

estates.

P-RCA4 It is policy of the Town Council to seek to maintain and strengthen the existing local
centres within neighbourhoods and to designate and facilitate the development of new
centres where appropriate, primarily through the implementation of local area plans.

Given the typical characteristics of a district centre, defined by its size and relevant catchment

population, it is unlikely that there will be a requirement for such provision in Athlone over the

Plan period; however, it is an objective to review this position over the term of the Plan. In the

short term, it is considered that localised shopping provision to meet the needs of resident

populations can be provided in the form of Neighbourhood Centres.

The requirement for additional non-town centre retail provision is to ensure a more localised level

of retail and service outlets at a reasonably convenient level of proximity to the main housing

areas. The prime function of this more localised level of retail development is to meet local needs
for regular convenience goods shopping and more day-to-day comparison goods or services.

While District Centres provide a wider range of goods in one location, Neighbourhood Centres

provide a greater spread of retail availability which can be more readily accessed by foot or cycle.

In the Retail Planning Guidelines local or neighbourhood centres are defined in the following

terms: small groups of shops, typically comprising a newsagent, small supermarket/general

grocery store, sub-post office and other small shops of a local nature serving a small, localised
catchment population. No specific quantitative criteria for a Neighbourhood Centre are provided.

The essence of Neighbourhood Centres is that they serve quite localised catchment areas in a

way which is convenient to the population served. The distribution of such facilities cannot be too

widespread however, as this would negate the benefits of a local focus of provision and
development could be unviable. Therefore there needs to be a reasonable quantum of scale to
provide a good local range and provide a viable focus of shopping and service outlets. In the
context of peripheral or suburban Athlone a local catchment population for Neighbourhood

Centres of some 5,000 — 10,000 would be appropriate and this could justify up to 2,500 — 5,000

square metres gross of total retail and services floor space.

In planning for the future quantum and distribution of localized retail provision, it is recommended

that a detailed site-based appraisal of the future medium and longer-term development capacity

be undertaken. Once the detailed capacity of the town centre has been established, taking into
account requirements for additional car parking, consideration can then be given to the precise
location of retail development which cannot be accommodated in the town centre. The following
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criteria will be used in identifying locations and assessing proposals for Neighbourhood Centre

provision :

. The quantum of space to be provided at each location should not be too small as this
could result in a failure to achieve the necessary focus.

. The new centre should be conveniently located to serve newly developed housing areas
and should serve catchment populations of not less than 5,000 people.

. The new centre should not be located so close to any existing local centre that it would
draw trade away from it.

. The proposal should not have an adverse affect on the amenity of adjacent premises or
on the surrounding area.

. The proposal can be adequately serviced.

. The proposal can accommodate parking in accordance with development management
policies.

Neighbourhood centres have been identified in both the Curragh-Lissywollen and Cornamaddy
Local Area Plans. The assessment of study areas for Monksland, Loughandonning and
Cornamagh will determine the appropriateness of the provision of neighbourhood centres in these
respective local plan areas to serve the Plan area and environs. The assessment of other
proposals will be based on the criteria outlined above.

Retail Warehousing and Retail Parks
P-RCS5 It is the policy of the Council to facilitate the provision of retail warehousing and retall
parks in the Town, these will be assessed taking into account the need to protect the
town centre in the retail hierarchy as a priority and the need to confine their use to the
sale of bulky goods.
It is recognised within the Retail Planning Guidelines that retail warehousing is not, as a rule of
thumb, very easily accommodated within the confines of a town centre, mainly due to the physical
requirements and need for large on-site parking areas. On this basis, it is more appropriate to
plan retail parks on the edge-of-town centres where one or more retail warehouse units could
preferably be accommodated and no alternative town centre site is suitable.
In Athlone, suitably located lands at Golden Island, Inis Oir and the east side of the Carrickobrien
Road are conveniently located, proximate to the town centre, to facilitate future retail warehousing
requirements. Zoned land is also identified on the eastern edge of the Town adjacent to the
Environs. On review of capacity requirements, additional lands may be available in the
Loughandonning Local Area Plan if required, although, Athlone is well provided for in this regard.
In assessing the suitability of any retail warehousing it will be important to consider the scale,
design and character of development; the vehicular access and movement arrangements, as well
as the quantitative and qualitative need for such development; any car-parking should be
screened and well landscaped. The Retail Planning Guidelines indicates that individual retalil
warehouses should not be less than a minimum of 700m? gross floorspace (with no permission to
subdivide), but yet no more than 6,000m? in size. It is also important that all retail warehousing is
restricted solely to the use of bulky household goods. The use of planning conditions will ensure
that the range of goods sold from these premises will tend to comply with DIY and garden
materials, carpets, furniture and white electrical goods. There will be presumption that the range
of uses allowed will be limited to what is recommended in the Retail Planning Guidelines,
avoiding goods such as toys and sports goods that are more appropriately located in the
traditional retail formats and catalogue retail sales outlets that are more typical of high street
traders.

Retail Warehouse Clubs

Retail warehouse clubs, as identified in the Retail Planning Guidelines, should be treated in the
same way as other large-scale retail developments, as they share a similar number of
characteristics.

Retail warehouse clubs are best located on the edge of the existing town centres or on out-of-
centre sites if no sequentially preferable sites are available within the hierarchy, and there should
be a clear and demonstrable quantitative and qualitative need for its development prior to
receiving approval. In addition, particular consideration must be given to the details of design,
scale, format and characteristics, as often they will not be compatible or in keeping with the wider
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town centre environment. As the retail warehouse clubs will tend to be focused more towards the
provision of bulky goods they should have adequate car parking.

Discount Food stores

Discount format convenience retailing represents a niche market sector and one that is
increasingly dominated by the continental European retailers such as Aldi and Lidl. It is
considered that these supermarket formats will complement supermarkets and larger superstores
through the provision of additional variety and competition in the retail market.

Discount food stores will typically comprise about 1,500m? gross and are served by a surface car
park with up to 100 spaces. The preferable location for a discount food store would be town
centre or edge-of-centre, in a designated District Centre (if applicable) or in a larger
Neighbourhood Centre. The potential role for a discount food store to act as the anchor in a small
centre is acknowledged by the Retail Planning Guidelines.

The main criteria that can be adopted to assess the suitability of discount food store proposal
may include the likely impact of the store on the urban design, character and amenity of the town
or area, as well as its overall accessibility by all means of travel, and its impact on the vitality and
viability of the town centre.

Factory Outlet Centres

Factory outlet centres are not currently part of the retail hierarchy or provision within the County
of Westmeath. In general, the factory outlet centre is deemed to be an inappropriate development
if sited in close proximity to higher order comparison centres such as Athlone. This is due to the
direct competition offered to the traditional town centre through the provision of fashion related
retail outlets and products.

Markets

Markets are a popular form of traditional retailing that meet local shopping needs, often with a
range of other specialist and tourism related shopping. Markets are sometimes perceived as
creating adverse environmental effects such as noise, litter, and traffic congestion. To this end
the Town Council will develop and initiate a markets strategy for Athlone. In broad policy terms,
the Town Council will normally grant permission for the creation of a street, off-street or covered
market (or individual stalls) provided that the following broad policy criteria and conditions are
met:

i). There is no adverse effect on adjacent residential amenity, any nearby conservation
areas, the general town centre environment or existing shops;

ii). Existing road network has sufficient capacity to take any additional traffic generated by
the proposed market introduction; and

iii). The proposal includes adequate arrangements for customers and traders vehicle parking,
servicing, storage, as well as the disposal and recycling of refuse and storage of market
stalls.

Petrol Filling Station and Forecourt Convenience

Convenience retail floor space associated with petrol filling station forecourts is a growing and

expanding sector of the Irish retail market. The shops have a part to play in serving the needs of

some of the less mobile members of society such as elderly people or people with disabilities.

It is acknowledged, though, that care should be taken given that the development of such

facilities on out-of-town sites may have a detrimental effect on the performance of an established

town centre, and more importantly on the convenience shopping outlets within that town centre.

Thus, reflecting the guidance provided by the Retail Planning Guidelines, the maximum floor

space for retailing at petrol stations should be restricted to no more than 100 sq m.

O-RC1 To resist the loss of retail units to non-retail use on the primary shopping streets defined
as Connaught Street, O’Connell Street, High Street, Main Street, Castle Street, Pearse
Street, Church Street, Mardyke Street, Irishtown Upper and Irishtown Lower to the
Retreat Road.

O-RC2 To seek the replacement of retail uses in development schemes and ensure that such
replacements are primarily at the pedestrian level.
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O-RC3 To seek, where appropriate, the provision of new or increased retail facilities, particularly

where:
(a) Existing retail facilities are being replaced by non-retail uses.
(b) The site is in or close to a shopping centre.
(c) The site is close to a public transport interchange.

O-RC4 To encourage retail uses in any new development scheme to provide a variety of size
units compatible with the character of the area in which they are situated and to
encourage large retail units in suitable areas.

O-RC5 To maintain and enhance the principal shopping areas by:

€) Seeking a clear predominance of shop uses.

(b) Permitting financial and professional services, catering and local service uses where they
do not harm the function and character of the major shopping centres.

O-RC6 To sustain the vitality and viability of the major shopping centres and to encourage
measures to improve their attractiveness.

O-RC7 In principal, a suitable frontage shall be maintained where a change of use from
pedestrian level shop or catering use to financial and professional services or local
service use is to be permitted.

O-RC8 To maintain the existing network of shopping areas and to focus new retail investment on
those areas.

O-RC9 To promote the modernisation and renewal of those areas, whilst taking into account any
historic context that may be involved.

O-RC10In any large development, to favour accessibility, permeability and the creation of walks,
streets, squares and other open spaces that constitute the public realm.

O-RC11To address the problems of access, comfort, safety, quality of shopping and
environmental quality.

O-RC12To encourage retail development, including new forms of shopping which relates to the
regeneration of existing Town Centres or to the needs of new communities. Proposals,
which would undermine the vitality and viability of Retail Core areas or Town Centres as
a whole will not normally be permitted.

0O-RC13To confirm and maintain the County’s retail hierarchy as set out in the Retail Strategy for
Westmeath

0O-RC14To assess all retail proposals against the criteria and recommendations set down in the
Retail Strategy for Westmeath and the Retail Planning: Guidelines for Planning
Authorities, published by the Government of Ireland, January 2005.

0O-RC15To ensure that commercial development will compliment the existing town centre in terms
of siting, design and function.

O-RC16To encourage the use of upper floors of commercial premises in the interests of making
best use of town centre infrastructure.

O-RC17To investigate potential sites and promote the development of an open-air market at an
appropriate location.

2.4.3 Sustainable Tourism

P-TM1 The Council will co-operate with the County Development Board and other appropriate
agencies in identifying and promoting the tourism assets of the town and will support
development of tourism infrastructure in a sustainable and environmentally sensitive manner in
the town.

The employment potential of tourism in Athlone Town is very important to the local economy and
appropriate initiatives will be encouraged. Objectives and policies of the Plan have as a primary
aim in managing development, the protection and enhancement of the built and natural
environments. The towns fabric, built and natural, is what creates its local distinctiveness and as
an attractive feature of the Town is an important element in terms of promoting tourism.

Athlone has significant visitor attractions, locally and nationally recognised, within the town and
within reasonable proximity to the town. The River Shannon and the historic town, including the
Castle and the medieval street pattern, are the main attractions within the core area and the
important retailing role of the Town adds to its profile. Clonmacnoise; the navigable inland
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waterways system including the Shannon and local lakes; the town centre marina and the
Regional Sports Centre; are all attractions proximate to the town centre that can be developed to
consolidate the tourism product of Athlone.

Building on ‘Gateway’ status and the strong level of local distinctiveness will benefit the tourism
potential and marketability of the town. Westmeath Tourism, supported by Westmeath
Community Development, is now active in the promotion and marketing of the County.

Tourism is well established in the Town and is recognised as an important part of the town’s
economy but there is potential for further development. The attractive urban form, setting,
accessibility to attractions and the attractive network of Villages and Towns in the area can all
enhance the tourism potential of the town. The Council will draw on these features to maximise
the tourism potential of the town and through implementation of other relevant Plan policies will
seek to retain the elements of the Town that form its character and setting.

Urban enhancement and streetscape improvements will benefit the appearance and
attractiveness of the Town to visitors and the provision of safe, linked cycling and walking routes
provide an attractive alternative to reliance on the private car and provide increased accessibility.
While detailed plans and strategies for tourism are not part of the Development Plan’'s mandate,
there are positive actions the Council can take to ensure that Athlone realises its tourism
potential. The Town Council will take action to conserve the natural and built heritage in town, put
amenity development in place to ensure that adequate information, interpretation and access is
available and generally to co-ordinate the physical development of the town such that its inherent
tourism potential is maximised, as exemplified by the Town Councils publication of the ‘Athlone
Town Walls and Defences Conservation Plan.’

It is likely that investment in tourism infrastructure will be concentrated to the town centre where
most attractions and facilities are accessible and the Town Council will promote development of
the tourism sector in the Town Centre Area. Tourism development will be assessed in terms of
its:

. Design quality and integration with the established urban fabric.

. Accessibility and links to the Town Centre.

. Consistency with the zoning objectives for the area.

. Impact on residential amenity.

. Impact on infrastructure in terms of availability and capacity of services, including the

road network.

New tourism related development will be required to demonstrate accessibility and links to the

town centre and proposals will be encouraged where it is demonstrated that they will not

undermine the role of the Town Centre. A series of policies have been devised to encourage the
development of tourism in Athlone and to facilitate and direct development appropriately.

Athlone canal on the west side of the town has potential for further development as a recreational

amenity for the local community and visitors and is also an important part of the town’s heritage.

P-TM2 To promote Athlone as a tourist destination.

P-TM3 To harness the economic benefits of the tourism industry through sustainable means,
including the conservation and protection of the built and natural heritage of the town,
protection and enhancement of links within and to the Town and avoiding developments
that would result in an adverse impact on tourism infrastructure provision.

P-TM4 Foster the development of all aspects of the tourist market by encouraging the provision
of a wide range of types of accommodation and services for the tourist and home-based
holidaymakers, and by restricting development that would be likely to reduce the capacity
of the resource.

P-TM5 To co-operate with bodies and authorities involved in tourism operations and planning
and where appropriate, to assist projects that will improve the amenities of the town.

P-TM6 To protect the attractive and unique character of the town and its heritage in order to
provide a sound basis for the development of tourism.

The River Shannon is an important natural resource and represents the link between the town
and the network of midlands lakes, development along the River naturally seeks to exploit this
resource either by design reference to the River or through development in the form of marinas or
jetties on the River and riverside. Such facilities will not be permitted where the proposal will
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detract from the visual amenity and environmental quality and stability of the area or compromise

access to the riverside.

In new development the Council will require a high standard of design, with consideration given to

a proposals potential impact on its surroundings in terms of design impact, scale and intensity. All

ancillary landscaping should seek to blend in, and any signage should also be appropriately

designed.

To encourage pedestrian and cycle linkages and other safe routes to link complementary tourist

related development and promote access to facilities including the river side by means other than

the private car. Development proposals shall retain existing linkages and provide new links to the

riverside and other recognised amenities as opportunity presents.

The Town Council wishes to emphasise the role that other policies and development

management objectives outlined in this plan, particularly those related to the protection of the

character of the town and its heritage, and conserving the natural amenities of the town and

residents amenities, have in the development of the tourist industry. It is the policy of the Council

to continue to control development, including tourist-related development in such a manner as to

conserve and enhance the natural environment and therefore to serve the future of the tourist

industry in Athlone.

O-TM1 To promote and facilitate the development of Athlone as a tourism centre.

O-TM2 Provide additional sign posting and interpretative information for local attractions.

O-TM3 Co-operate with the tourism bodies in the production of guides and other promotional
material.

O-TM4 Promote Athlone Castle as a tourist attraction and extend and upgrade the Museum and
Interpretative Centre.

O-TM5 Encourage the development of high quality angling facilities and the establishment of
Athlone as a major base for visiting fishermen.

O-TM6 To protect the environmental character of the Town and its architectural heritage and
streetscapes.

O-TM7 Co-operate with Athlone Tidy Towns and other community organisations in enhancing the
town appearance.

O-TM8 Continue the implementation of the Anti Litter Programme.

O-TM9 Undertake an urban enhancement programme on the approaches to the Town Centre

O-TM10ldentify a pedestrian and cyclist ‘green’ network and undertake enhancement and

upgrade works in the town and environs to facilitate pedestrians and cyclists.

O-TM11ldentify a site and facilitate the provision of a Country Market for locally grown produce.

O-TM12Examine the potential of the High Amenity Area to facilitate the expansion of the tourism
sector in Athlone.

O-TM13 To examine the potential to re-open the Canal to stimulate tourism investment in the
west side of Athlone and to contribute to the regeneration of the area.
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2.5 INFRASTRUCTURE

2.5.1 Transport and Accessibility

The strategy, policies and specific objectives of the development plan take an integrated
approach to land-use and transportation. Considerations have been informed by the National
Development Plan, The National Spatial Strategy, Transport 21, The Regional Planning
Guidelines, the County Development Board Strategy and the Westmeath County Development
Plan.

The Council shall seek to achieve a more balanced and sustainable pattern of movement both
within and through the Town and shall endeavour to facilitate the provision of a greater choice of
transport modes. The Council recognises that accessibility and mobility for all sections of the
community is vital for the future development of the Town and County and therefore the
development of an integrated transport policy is of the utmost importance.

The EU Commission strongly recommends local authorities to develop and implement
Sustainable Urban Transport Plans. In its ‘Thematic Strategy on the Urban Environment’ it states
that:

Effective, transport planning requires long-term vision to plan financial requirements for
infrastructure and vehicles, to design incentive schemes to promote high quality public transport,
safe cycling and walking and to coordinate with land-use planning at the appropriate
administrative levels. Transport planning should take account of safety and security, access to
goods and services, air pollution, noise, greenhouse gas emissions and energy consumption,
land use, cover passenger and freight transportation and all modes of transport. Solutions need
to be tailor-made, based on wide consultation of the public and other stakeholders, and targets
must reflect the local situation.

The Town Council will develop and implement a Sustainable Urban Transport Plan for Athlone
during the lifetime of the Plan as resources allow and will liaise with Westmeath County Council
and Roscommon County Council to achieve a co-ordinated Transport Plan for the Town.

Principal Aims

The principal aims of the Council’s transportation policy are to:

. Support the development of a sustainable, efficient and integrated transport system.

. Enhance the strategic transportation infrastructure within the Town. Facilitate and
encourage developments in safety, attractiveness, quality, reliability and accessibility of
public transport services.

. Promote walking and cycling by maintaining and enhancing existing facilities to provide a
convenient, safe and pleasant environment.

. Seek to reduce levels of traffic and discourage the use of HGV’s in the town centre for
environmental and safety reasons.

. Maintain a road hierarchy and management regime, which places through-traffic on
national routes and improves local traffic circulation and the environmental conditions.

. Manage and control parking provision to restrain non-essential commuting by car and
meet essential local operational purposes.

. In co-operation with Westmeath County Council to encourage the development of a rural

transportation system including the rail network, via such measures as the Rural
Transport Initiative (Dept. of Public Enterprise 2001) that will link with the Towns
integrated system.

. To undertake a land Use and Transportation Study (LUTS) for the proper strategic and
integrated development of land uses and infrastructure.

Public Transport

The council acknowledges the importance of the provision of a high quality public transport
service provision. The Council wishes to facilitate transport service providers where possible in
the expansion of services and improvements in quality of services on offer. In this regard the
Council is in full support of upgrading and facilitating the improvement of the national and local
bus network and services and is committed to supporting and facilitating the re-opening of the
Athlone to Mullingar rail line, to increase accessibility for the people in the County and through out
the midlands in a sustainable manner.

49



P-IF1 It is the policy of the Council to facilitate the development of public transport throughout
the Town, that can facilitate links with transport initiatives in the rural hinterland,
particularly where services can benefit the maximum number of people.

P-IF2 It is the policy of the Council to promote the use of, and facilitate improvements to
existing public transport services and to support initiatives designed to improve
bus/coach-rail interchange facilities.

Light Rail

In the longer term, Athlone’s growth may become sufficient to support a light rail system and
development should not be carried out which would prejudice the implementation of such a light
rail system, particularly along the main spine of the town: between Battery Ridge and the Athlone
IT; or along Regional Roads R446 or R915.

Bus and Coach

Athlone is well serviced by Bus Eireann expressway services and is a hub for public bus services.
Of the 52 scheduled expressway services provided by Bus Eireann, 13 pass through or terminate
in Athlone. Services from Athlone terminate in Galway, Castlebar, Westport, Ballina, Tuam,
Derry, Belfast, Dundalk, Dublin, Waterford, Roscrea, Cork, and Tralee. Services on all routes
operate several times daily. Athlone also has a connection with Mullingar and Tullamore, the
linked gateway. Services on the N6 Dublin/Galway route operate hourly from 6.30am to past
midnight, including half hourly services in the early morning.

It is an objective of the planning authority that the route of the Dublin Galway expressway service
should continue to run through Athlone and when the new N6 dual carriageway has been
completed, that the expressway service should continue to offer services through the town.
Athlone Town also has a local bus service, providing two looped routes, to the east of the town
centre incorporating the IT and to the west. The Town Council will ensure that new development
and development based on local area plan frameworks cater for the provision of a local bus
service and will work with local service providers in providing a sustainable local transport option
to the private car.

Rail

Athlone is positioned on the Galway/Dublin/Westport rail lines, trains operate on the routes
several times daily. In addition, a disused rail line exists between Mullingar and Athlone. The re-
opening of this line is an important objective of the Town Council and Westmeath County Council;
it has the potential to be an important link between the Gateway towns of Mullingar, Athlone and
Tullamore; Athlone and Tullamore on the Dublin Galway rail line and Mullingar on the Dublin
Sligo line.

The Athlone/Mullingar link would offer interconnection for travellers between two mainline routes
and would be a particularly attractive option for commuters into and out of Dublin. The reopening
of this line, which was closed in 1987, was considered in the Strategic Rail Review undertaken by
Booz Allen Hamilton. It was considered as a potential new scheme under their Going for Growth
scenario and initial capital costs of €154 million were identified for this project. The review
calculated that there was a negative Net Present Value (NPV) related to the project. The Councll
has been involved in the preparation of a strategy document on re-opening the line, which was
submitted to the Minister for Transport, and the Council supports the re-opening of the line.

O-IF1 To safeguard all existing rail infrastructure and to preserve disused stations/halts and
track appropriate to future strategic County public transport needs.

O-IF2 To actively promote the re-opening of the Mullingar to Athlone rail line and Moate rail
station for commuting and leisure purposes and to safeguard the existing line from
development encroachment in the interim. To seek to ensure that a fully costed feasibility
study and economic appraisal for this project be carried out in view of its potential role in
linking the Midlands Gateway towns. The impact of rising population as required to meet
the NSS targets for Gateways and the population projected as part of this Plan should be
taken into account in the study as well as the possibilities for connectivity with the wider
National Rail Network.
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O-IF3 To support the operation of existing bus services and to facilitate the provision of
improved facilities for bus users in the town with links to the network of nearby towns and
villages, including the provision of set down areas for coaches and bus shelters for
passengers.

O-IF4 To facilitate the relocation of the existing bus garage to a suitable suburban location.

O-IF5 To prepare a Sustainable Urban Transport Plan for Athlone.

Cycling and Walking

The Council recognises the importance of providing a safe and accessible environment for

cyclists and pedestrians. The Council encourages the retention and improvement of

pedestrian/cycle facilities including public rights of way and accessibility/movement for mobility
impaired people.

Elements of the Plan encourage the provision of bicycle and walking routes through sustainable

urban design and avoiding traffic dominated layouts. The provision of Mobility Management Plans

in schemes that generate a lot of traffic or that have a high intensity of public or employee use will
promote alternative forms of transport to the private car and encourage cycling and walking.

Policy also seeks to develop a pedestrian and cycle network linking areas of open space, public

realm and services. Table 6 details specific cycling and walking projects the Council are

identifying for implementation over the term of the Plan.

P-IF3 The Council will promote and facilitate the development of cycling and walking facilities in
the Town and ensure that all developments facilitate access by foot and bicycle to public
transport and services.

P-IF4 To improve the streetscape environment for pedestrians and cyclists, by providing
facilities to enhance safety and convenience and by ensuring they are adequately
provided for in new development and introduced into existing development where
possible.

O-IF6 To provide for signal controlled pedestrian facilities at all crossing points with an audible
signal and dished kerbs with tactile paving to assist visually and mobility-impaired
persons in crossing roads.

O-IF7 Require the provision of parking space for bicycles and motorcycles in development
schemes.

O-IF8 Maintain an adequate number of bicycle and motorcycle spaces in public car parks and
on-street cycle facilities.

O-IF9 Implement the pedestrian and cycling proposals detailed in table 6.

Table 5 Pedestrian and cyclist proposals :

Objective Route Proposal
P1 Along west bank of Shannon, Fr. | Pedestrian boardwalk
Matthew Hall to the Canal
P2 Town Centre Road Bridge Provide cantilevered footbridge adjoining
R-446 spanning the Shannon
P3 The Strand — The Marina Provide walk along the Shannon, possibly
in the form of a Boardwalk
P4 Curragh/Lissywollen — Lissywollen | Provide north/south links addressing
South - Retreat barriers to access and movement created
by N6 and rail lines, integrating with
existing networks
P5 Athlone Town Develop a walking and cycling strategy for
the Town, identifying links and potential
links in an integrated cycle and walking
network
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Roads and Traffic

The Town Council is responsible for the construction and maintenance of urban/local roads within

the Town Council area and Westmeath County Council is responsible for the construction and

maintenance of the regional road network. The Council recognises the important role a safe and
efficient road system can play in the economic, social and cultural development of the Town and
its contribution to regional and national prosperity.

P-IF5 It is the policy of the Council to improve the standards and safety of the public roads and
to protect the investment of public resources in the provision, improvement and
maintenance of the public road network.

The provision of new roads is important particularly in relation to the development of the Town as
a Gateway town, new roads should be designed as ‘urban roads’, to be utilised by more than
simply vehicular traffic and designed with the safety of cyclists and pedestrians as the paramount
consideration. The Council shall seek to provide new distributor roads to permit new development
to take place where the need for such roads is identified in action area plans, to provide links
serving the transport nodes and in the promotion of the tourism/leisure industries, specific
proposals are detailed in Table 7, below.

O-IF10 To seek the improvement of the road links between the gateway towns in co-operation
with Westmeath County Council and Offaly County Council.

O-IF11 To increase the safety of children at schools by assessing safe routes to schools for
school children and by the installation of traffic management measures.

O-IF12 To promote road safety measures throughout the Town, including traffic calming, road
signage and parking,

O-IF13 To carry out specific road improvement/maintenance works as outlined below in table 6.

Table 6 Specific Road proposals :

Objective Route Proposal
R1 R916 Garrycastle Realignment Realignment of the R916 (700m) and
construction of new road over rail bridge.
R2 New Railway Field Link Road Construction of new 4-lane road between
Coosan Road and Crescent Roundabout.
R3 R915 Gleeson Street Realignment Widening of Gleeson Street.
R4 Glen Roundabout Construction of a 31m ICD roundabout on
the 2 mile road.
R5 R916 Roundabout at Moydrum | Roundabout R916/N6 north of Garrycastle
Road interchange.
R6 R916 Roundabout at N6 | Roundabout aR916/N6  south  of
Interchange off ramp Garrycastle interchange.
R7 N55 Cornamaddy Roundabout Provision of roundabout at junction of N55
and R916 with 4™ arm serving Cornamaddy
LAP.
R8 N55 Clonbrusk Junction improvements at Coosan Point
Road/Athlone Relief Road, 2 Mile Road,
N55/N6 off ramp.
R9 R446 Bunavalley Roundabout Construction of a mini-roundabout.
R10 Roscommon Road/Galway Road | Construction of a mini-roundabout.
Roundabout
R11 Loughandonning Link Road Provision of link road from Creggan to
Golden Island.
R12 Town Centre improvements To undertake environmental works and
upgrade Custume Place, Church Street,
The Bawn, Mardyke Street, Irishtown and
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St Mary’'s Square with paving, lighting,
seating, bollards, and landscaping.

R13 Irishtown, Mardyke Street, Church | To pedestrianise upper Irishtown and create
Street a one-way street westwards at Mardyke

Street and Church Street.

R14 Cornamaddy Main Road Construction of main access road through
new development area.

R15 Southern Relief Road East-West link across the River Shannon
south of Athlone.

R16 Irishtown Link Road TP O’Connor St. from John Broderick St. at

R.B.K. House eastwards into the Earls
carpark at Super Macs Irishtown / Sean
Costello St.

The Council recognise that some of the road proposals laid out in the Plan may not be
implemented within the life of the Plan, however, where routes have been selected for by-pass,
upgrade or for new roads, the Council will reserve these routes and protect them from
inappropriate development.

National Routes

Population and economic growth has resulted in a significantly greater number of vehicles
utilising the national road network in the last number of years, growth that is expected to continue
as the current rate of car ownership is still considerably below the European Union average. This
growth has been supported by significant investment in the national road network on foot of the
Governments strategies detailed in the National Development Plan and Transport 21, and further
investment is committed given the programme of works already planned, notably the N6,
Kinnegad to Athlone dual carriageway.

The improvement in the road network, including more direct travelling routes between cities and
gateways result in a requirement to provide appropriate support infrastructure in the form of
service facilities but also creates a demand for development management policies at important
interchanges and along the national routes to safeguard investment in the network and protect
capacity and safety. The approach is to facilitate appropriate development in a safe and
sustainable way.

Athlone has a strategic location on the national route network and is an important national
primary and secondary route interchange on the N6 and N55. The N6 dual carriageway
(Kinnegad to Athlone) will link into the existing N6 relief road and further increase accessibility
and decrease travelling times to major economic centres such as Galway and Dublin, this
significant national investment is of benefit to the community and enhances Athlone’s important
regional role and therefore, such investment needs to be protected and managed appropriately.
The location and capacity of interchanges on national roads are determined during the road
planning process having regard to a range of factors and taking account, in particular, of
anticipated inter-urban and inter-regional traffic volumes over a design horizon of at least 20
years. There are a couple of key interchanges in Athlone and in conjunction with the NRA and
Westmeath County Council, the carrying capacity and efficiency of such interchanges will be
protected, development that would prejudice the performance of the national routes will be
resisted.

P-IF6 To strictly control development outside the major growth centre of Athlone which could
generate significant additional traffic, thereby potentially compromising the capacity and
efficiency of the national road/associated interchanges and possibly leading to the
premature and unacceptable reduction in the level of service to road users.
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Areas for Service on National Routes

The majority of the existing and planned national primary road network in the County comprises a
dual carriageway network, the N4 upgrade from Mullingar bypass to Kinnegad completed in 2006
and the new N6 Kinnegad to Athlone route.

A new route for the N6 from Kinnegad to Athlone is part of the planned high quality dual
carriageway standard road from Galway that forms part of the Transport 21 objectives; it is
envisaged that this project will be completed by 2010. This route runs off the line of the existing
towns on the N6 and will therefore result in bypassing Miltownpass, Rochfortbridge, Tyrrellspass,
Kilbeggan, Horseleap and Moate before linking in with the Athlone relief road. A network of
interchanges will integrate the new route into the existing road network in the county.

The NRA has identified the need for areas for service and rest on national roads and has outlined
its policy in the ‘policy statement on the provision of service areas and rest areas on motorways
and high quality dual carriageways”. The exact location of the site or sites will be determined in
consultation with the NRA. Athlone Town Council may have a role in procuring the necessary
lands. Major infrastructural and motorway-related developments should reflect the local
biodiversity value within which they are sited, using screening and planting with native species of
local provenance and design should respect the landscape character.

Where national routes run through settlements, service and rest areas for motorists can be
provided within the appropriately zoned urban boundary. It is anticipated that the requirements for
service and rest areas along the new N6 corridor within County Westmeath will be provided on
line.

P-IF7 It is the policy of the Council to co-operate with the National Roads Authority to identify
need for Service Areas and/or rest areas for motorists along the route of the N6 dual
carriageway and to assist in the implementation of suitable proposals for provision.

P-IF8 To ensure that development of service or rest areas or other infrastructural related
developments will not damage habitats or species of value and are developed with
minimal impact to biodiversity, flora and fauna; reflecting the local biodiversity value
within which they are sited, using screening and planting with native species of local
provenance and respecting the landscape character in their design.

Traffic in Town Centres

The Council shall seek the reduction of through-traffic entering town centres and encourage

measures to restrain the use of motor vehicles, especially commuting by car, for the benefit of

local traffic, public transport, pedestrians and cyclists. The objectives to achieve this are

elaborated on, in further detail, in sections 2.1 and 2.2 of the Plan.

P-IF9 It is the policy of the Council to ensure that environmental improvements, traffic calming
and parking provision are provided for, which will respect and enhance the urban form of
the town.

O-IF14 To seek the reduction of through-traffic entering town centres.

Taxis

In September 2006 there were approximately 260 licensed taxis in County Westmeath, including
Athlone. Taxis provide an important function within towns and for the wider community. Taxis
offer choice in transportation and are important for those who cannot afford a car or choose not to
own one.

The Council will assist taxi movements, where appropriate and practicable, within traffic
management schemes and encourage measures to reduce the environmental impact of taxis.
Taxi priority will not be afforded where this is likely to be detrimental to the movement or safety of
pedestrians and cyclists.
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Tourist Coach Parking

The Council will seek and maintain an adequate provision of coach parking facilities within the
town at locations where passengers can wait in a safe manner. Investigation of the provision of a
coach set down area could also be undertaken and appropriate sites proximate to the town centre
identified.

Heavy Goods Vehicles

Heavy Goods Vehicles or HGV'’s are essential to the running of our economy and are used for the
transport of most of the goods we produce for the national market and for export; and most of the
goods we consume are transported by HGV’'s. Today’s national roads are designed taking
account of the requirements of HGV'’s but many of our older urban roads were not. The Councll
will endeavour to reduce the adverse effects of heavy goods vehicles within the Town. Where
new roads have been provided and designed for their use, the Council will discourage HGV's
from travelling unnecessarily through the town centre and other urban areas.

Provision of Off-Street Servicing

Servicing of new development should if possible take place off-street where it does not disrupt the

flow of traffic. Off street facilities should be designed to cause the minimum disruption to the

continuity of the street frontage while achieving acceptable safety standards.

O-IF15 To seek, where appropriate, the provision of off-street servicing facilities including
loading-bays and associated turning areas in such a way as:

i). To ensure that the location and design of vehicular access and servicing arrangements
minimise the adverse effects on the adjoining road users and pay due regard to the
environment and the convenience and safety of pedestrians;

ii). To enable vehicles to enter and leave premises in a forward direction.

Car Parking

Parking policy is an important element in planning and transport policy. The level of car parking
provided, its location, fee structure and enforcement levels can all have a considerable effect on
car use and traffic flow patterns. The availability of convenient and affordable parking in an area
can influence people’s decision on their mode of travel and has the potential to be a powerful
travel demand management tool.

If demand management policies are being implemented then a reduction in the number of parking
spaces may be desirable in congested urban areas. This can only be utilised where public
transport provides a viable alternative. Car parking policies must consider various needs such as
people with disabilities, commercial vehicles, taxis, motor cycles, etc; consider the conflicts
between all day parking and short stay; and consider the need for good advance signage. In
addition, a reduction in parking standards in town centres encourages development in such areas
which might otherwise be forced to locate where land has lower value.

Providing for additional parking in towns encourages further use of private cars and makes public
transport a less attractive or viable option. Access to the town centre is essential for the
successful operation of business. Where journey lengths require use of motorised transport and
public transport in the form of local bus services or commuter rail services is not available,
provision must be made for use of private vehicles, and this includes parking facilities.

It is accepted that journeys to the town centre are often multifunctional and that shared use is
made of public parking facilities to an extent not experienced in out of centre locations. For this
reason town centre locations are identified as part of this plan, where appropriate town centre
parking standards will apply. Parking standards are detailed in section 3 of the Plan and should
be read as maximum standards.

P-IF10 It is the policy of the Council to ensure the provision of adequate parking facilities to

facilitate commercial activity and residential development and to maintain a free flow of
traffic in the urban area.
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The provision and layout of parking areas should ensure that they are integrated into the overall
design of development and not dictating or dominating layouts. Large areas of parking should be
avoided and where necessary screened by buildings or broken up by landscaping.

O-IF16 To manage on-street and off-street car-parking and to accommodate longer term parking
in less convenient and under utilised off streets or car parks.

O-IF17 To require the provision of adequate parking facilities with all new development, where
practicable. Where this is not possible or desirable, developers will be required to
contribute towards the cost of public parking facilities in accordance with the adopted
Development Contribution Scheme.

O-IF18 To favour purpose built off-street car parks including multi-storey car-parks, in preference
to on-street parking.

O-1IF19 To seek the provision of off-street car parking in new residential development.

O-IF20 To seek the provision and improvement of parking arrangements for disabled people.

O-IF21 To provide a car park at O’Connell Street.

O-IF22 To examine siting opportunities and provide for a multi-storey car park in the Town as
part of a mixed use scheme

2.5.2 Water Services

The future development of the Town is dependent on the provision of a water supply and on the
capacity of the foul network to accommodate development. The Council acknowledges the crucial
importance of adequate water services, including disposal of waste, in facilitating sustainable
development and in providing a healthy and pleasant environment.

P-IF11 Planning permission will not be granted for developments where the proposed
development is likely to cause an overload of existing sewerage facilities, endanger public health
or result in environmental pollution.

Provision of Services

The introduction of services into new areas must of necessity be a phased operation related to
land use and transport planning and to the availability of existing infrastructure. It shall be a
policy of the Council to direct development into areas on the basis of the planned expansion of
such services; permission may be refused for development on lands which are premature due to
any deficiency in the provision or capacity of water supplies or sewerage facilities.

It shall be a policy of the Council to prohibit the in-depth development of unserviced land where
there is a supply of serviced land available in the area adequate to accommodate all reasonable
expectations of development.

Water Quality & Groundwater Protection

The EU Water framework Directive came into force in December 2000 and aims to achieve at

least "good status' for all waters by 2015 and will specify water quality targets to be implemented.

The catchment-based approach to water quality is enshrined in the Directive and Member States

are required to develop River Basin District Management Plans by 2009.

In general the Water Framework Directive requires that stricter water quality regulations will have

to be taken on board. It demands a more comprehensive and integrated approach to water

management and will have significant implications for resources given its scope and ambitious

targets. The WFD will govern all aspects of the aquatic environment including surface and

groundwater. While Westmeath is divided between two regions for the purposes of

implementation of the Water Framework Directive, the Shannon Region (ShRBD) and the Boyne

Catchment, Athlone is solely within the Shannon Region.

P-IF12 It is the policy of the Council to support the implementation of the Water Framework
Directive and the Shannon River Basin District Management Plan.

P-IF13 The Council will take steps to ensure the quality of surface and ground waters and will
implement the overriding principle of waste management that ‘the polluter pays’ in
respect of breaches of environmental laws.
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Ground waters are of importance as a water source for potable water for private wells, group
schemes and local authority supplies and for use in a range of commercial activities.
Groundwater directly and indirectly contributes to, and sustains a variety of important ecosystems
and in many rivers, more than 50% of the annual flow is derived from groundwater and more
significantly, in low flow periods in summer, more than 90% is groundwater. If groundwater
becomes contaminated surface water quality can also be affected and so the protection of
groundwater resources is an important aspect of sustaining surface water quality.

A ground water protection scheme is in preparation for Westmeath by GSI this valuable resource
is likely to be available during the lifetime of this Athlone Town Development Plan. It is essential
that ground water resources and abstraction points are recognised and such sources are
protected and safeguarded in the interest of common good and public health. In this regard
developments shall be prohibited where such development would compromise ground water
supplies in accordance with the Ground Water Protection Scheme when adopted.

P-IF14 The Council will support the development of and implementation of the Groundwater

Protection Scheme.

Water Supply

Water supply represents no foreseeable constraint to the continued growth of the Town as the
supply for the Town is sourced from the Shannon. On going works to the Athlone Water
Treatment Plant and the proposed South Westmeath Regional Water Scheme, providing a new
intake from Lough Ree, will provide a long-term supply for Athlone and the region.

A countywide water conservation programme is on-going with the objective of reducing wastage
by encouraging users to be aware of water consumption and avoiding wastage in the network,
this programme will continue over the course of the Plan.

P-IF15 The Council will endeavour to ensure a supply of clean, safe, adequate drinking water
and to promote sustainable management of the Towns water supply, in this regard the
Council will liaise with adjacent authorities and relevant agencies to ensure the provision
of an adequate supply.

P-IF16 The Council will implement the provisions of the various water pollution and
environmental protection legislation and regulations.

P-IF17 It shall be a policy of the Council to secure the taking of adequate measures by users in
the treatment and disposal of effluent to prevent the pollution of rivers and watercourses
generally and to safeguard animal, plant and fish life.

Conservation is an essential element in the Council’'s Water Management Strategy, to ensure an
optimal use of natural resources. Conservation measures include not only the monitoring of
usage of water and early detection of leaks but also an awareness programme for consumers.
The Government’s National Water Pricing Policy Framework requires the charging of non-
domestic (business) customers for water services so as to recover the full costs of providing
water services to customers. This is in accordance with National and EU policy on the application
of the “polluter pays” principle, including the EU Water Framework Directive. In order to
implement the National Policy, the Council is required to apply charges to the non-domestic
sector on the basis of the “water in/water out” principle, i.e. the recovery of the full cost of all
water services (water supply and sewage collection and disposal) by means of a unit charge in
respect of metered water supply.

O-1F23 Upgrade the capacity of the existing water treatment plant.

O-1F24 Implement the Water Conservation programme.

O-IF25 Co-operate with Westmeath County Council in the implementation of the South
Westmeath Regional Water Supply project.

O-IF26 Implement the provisions of the Groundwater Protection Scheme when produced.

Foul and Surface Water Drainage

The development of the town’s wastewater and surface water drainage system is essential to
facilitate the continued growth of the Town. The town’s sewage treatment plant was constructed
in 1992 and can be extended to cater for the projected needs as required. While works
comprising the Westside Main Drainage Scheme have remedied the defective network serving
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the south west of the town and increased capacity, there are still parts of the sewerage network in
the town in poor condition.

P-IF18 To develop and expand the drainage system for the Town in order to facilitate the supply
of serviced land and the continued growth of the Town in a sustainable manner.

P-IF19 All new development shall be provided with adequate drainage systems in the interests of
public health and to avoid pollution of water sources.

P-IF20 All new developments shall be provided with separate foul and surface water networks, in
redevelopments, combined systems shall be separated where feasible.
Extension to existing wastewater collection systems and existing water distribution
systems will be provided where resources permit. Where such services are required for
development, levies shall be payable by developers to meet the Council's cost in the
extension of services.

O-IF27 Implement the Athlone Waste Water review.

O-IF28 Minimise surface water infiltration into the foul sewerage network.

O-1F29 Undertake a feasibility study in respect of the drainage of the west side of Athlone.

O-IF30 Encourage improvement works to the Al River and the Arcadia stream to facilitate surface
water drainage.

O-IF31 Replace all stone culverts with piped sewers.

0O-IF32 Promote the use of sustainable drainage systems.

Flood Risk

The effect of global warming is increasing the incidence and severity of flooding and it is therefore
more important to take account of flood risk in spatial planning. While it is a natural phenomenon
of the hydrological cycle, there are many man-made factors that influence flood behaviour,
including frequency and intensity and the degrees to which an area can be at risk of flooding.
Locating unsuitable development in an area at risk from flooding can lead to property damage,
human stress and hardship, problems obtaining property insurance and consequential demands
for the expenditure of local authority or central government resources on flood protection works,
Athlone experiences such impacts with seasonal flooding of the Shannon and in recent years
significant flooding resulting from the River Al.

Any development that reduces the rate of absorption or increases the rate of runoff increases the
risk of flooding of lands and properties downstream. The construction of protection works either at
the time of the development, or at a later date, will incur additional costs, may not provide
absolute immunity from the risk of flooding or can, if not appropriately designed, have detrimental
effects on flood risk elsewhere. Flooding cannot be completely eliminated, but its impacts can be
minimised with proactive and careful management of catchments and identified flood risk areas
and by ensuring that any development does not individually or cumulatively give rise to new flood
risk. The risk of flooding should be taken into account in new development. A flood risk
assessment should be carried out where appropriate.

The Office of Public Works (OPW) is responsible at a national level for monitoring and addressing
situations pertaining to flooding. A number of initiatives by OPW provide information on flood risk;
a ‘flood envelope’ has been identified following the 1999/2000-flood event of the River Shannon.
In general, development in flood plains should be restricted and areas adjacent to maintainable
channels should be reserved for maintenance.

P-IF21 It is the policy of the Council to ensure that new development is not subject to an
inappropriate risk of flooding and does not create a flood risk or result in flood damage at
other locations.

P-IF22 To ensure that development that is sensitive to the effects of flooding will generally not be
permitted in flood prone or marginal areas.

O-IF33 To ensure that development consisting of construction of embankments, wide bridge
piers, or similar structures will not normally be permitted in or across flood plains or river
channels.
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O-1F34 To liaise with the Office of Public Works (OPW) on all issues involving river drainage and
flood relief, especially when dealing with any applications in the vicinity of important
drainage channels.

O-1IF35 To develop guidelines, in co-operation with the adjoining Local Authorities and the OPW,
for acceptable development in different flood risk category areas.

O-IF36 To ensure that development, including raising ground levels, in areas liable to flooding
should only be carried out where it can be demonstrated that it does not measurably
reduce the floodplain or have a negative impact on other areas.

Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems

Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) are engineered works designed to manage storm
water runoff in urban areas. SUDS is an approach to managing rainfall in development that
replicates natural drainage and aims to: control water discharge as soon as possible after
precipitation (source control); slow down the speed of discharge off-site (control of quantity); use
passive techniques to filter and settle suspended matter (control of quality).

SUDS techniques allow natural drainage to function in the landscape surrounding the
development. There are four general design options:

. Filter strips and swales

. Filter drains and permeable surfaces

. Infiltration devices

. Basins and ponds

. Integrated Constructed Wetlands

. Rainwater Harvesting

It is important that developers establish the soil conditions and hydrology of the site (storm water
run-off, water table height, water quality) and consider appropriate SUDS at an early stage in the
site evaluation and design process. This will ensure that the best drainage solution for a
particular site is found and incorporated into the layout, development costs and timetable for
implementation.

Where necessary silt traps, down-pipe filters and petrol separators can be used to treat run-off
before it reaches the drainage system. In order to address safety concerns, a number of
measures can be used including:

. Providing shallow side slopes (1 in 4 or 1in 5)

. Restricting access to the open water — this can be done by:

. Using shallow, muddy margins to the pond

. Planting reeds around the pond

. Planting scrubs to act as a barrier

. Routing paths away from waters edge

. Using and maintaining fences if necessary

. Providing adequate opportunities for supervision and overlooking by passers-by and by

the orientation of adjacent housing
SUDS are the approach favoured by the Council as the best way to manage storm water runoff
and avoid causing flooding.
P-IF23 It is the policy of the Council to require all new large-scale developments to provide
‘Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems’ (SUDS) as part of their development proposals.

2.5.3 Environmental Management
Environmental management is concerned with waste management, pollution control and energy
provision. The Council is committed to achieving the targets set out in the Waste Management

Plan for the region and providing an environment of high quality for residents, visitors and
businesses in Athlone.
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Waste Management

The Council participated in completing the Waste Management Plan for the Midlands Region
2006-2010, adopted in February 2006. The midlands region for the purposes of waste
management planning comprises Laois, Longford, Offaly, North Tipperary, and Westmeath. The
plan identifies specific policies and objectives for:

Waste prevention and minimisation.

Waste collection.

Waste reuse and recycling.

Biological treatment.

Material recovery facilities/waste transfer stations.
Thermal treatment.

. Mechanical separation and mechanical biological treatment.
. Landfill disposal.
. Closed landfills.

In accordance with the EU Waste Management Hierarchy priority in waste treatments is given to
prevention, reuse, recycling, and thermal treatment ahead of landfill. The Plan provides for the
sustainable management of waste arising through integrated solutions and sets targets to be
achieved in the region by 2013 as follows;

Recycling; 46% Thermal Treatment; 37% Landfill Disposal; 17%

P-IF24 It is the policy of the Council to implement the objectives of the Waste Management Plan
for the midlands Region 2006 — 2010 and any subsequent plan, as well as EPA
guidance.

Waste Disposal

The long-term objective of the Waste Management Plan is to reduce landfill disposal to just 17%
of the waste stream, landfill therefore, will have a decreasing role in waste management in the
Midlands region, with waste diverted to increased recycling and thermal treatment facilities. The
landfill site at Ballydonagh in County Westmeath was extended in the 1990’s and receives
municipal solid waste from Athlone and in the interim is adequate to meet the needs of the town
over the Plan period.

The Council have provided bring banks for the collection of glass and aluminium cans at North
Gate Street, Fair Green car park, College Street car park, Coosan Church, Blyry, and Dunnes
Stores car park. A purpose built Civic Amenity Centre for a wide range of household recycling
materials has been provided at Golden Island, this serves over 25,000 visitors and sends over
1,300 tonnes of material for recycling each year.

Waste handling facilities will only be permitted if they are sensitively sited in relation to local
communities and businesses and adhere to good siting principles as set out in the Waste
Management Plan for the Midlands Region 2006 — 2010.

Where large-scale development takes place land should be set aside for the duration of the
construction period to facilitate the sorting and storing of waste inert material. Such land shall be
sensitively sited in relation to local communities and businesses.

The Council will permit the use of appropriate inert and non-hazardous wastes such as
construction and demolition waste for landscaping activities.

The Council will encourage the provision of recycling systems of an appropriate scale in all new
developments and will investigate how best to achieve expansion to the network of public
recycling facilities in the existing built-up area.

Any residual waste material to be removed from the site must be carefully managed to ensure
that any environmental damage is avoided and be transported and accommodated by authorised
operators.

The Council will require Waste Management Plans to be prepared for Construction and
Demolition Projects of a particular scale in accordance with Best Practice Guidelines issued by
the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government, July 2006.
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O-1F37 To conform to the Government and E.U. waste management hierarchy as follows:

. Prevention

. Reduction

U Re-use

. Recycling and

. Safe disposal subject to economic and technical feasibility.

O-IF38 The Council will co-operate with other agencies in viable schemes for the extraction of
useful materials from refuse for re-use or recycling.

O-IF39 To ensure that those public areas and areas visible from public places are maintained
free of litter.

O-IF40 To eliminate all unauthorised fly tipping and to regulate and control the disposal of all
builders spoil and rubble.

O-IF41 Provide for the collection of biodegradable waste collection at source by adding a third
“brown” bin to the collection services.

Contaminated Land
The Council recognises the development opportunities provided by previously used industrial
sites and that there may be localised contamination of the ground. The Council will seek to avoid
contamination of land and where contamination has occurred will require its treatment to deal with
- The particular type or types of contamination;
- The problems of the ground exhalation of gases; and
- The restoration of the land to beneficial use.
The Council will monitor the effectiveness of treatment for contamination and exhalation of
ground gases on housing, other sensitive uses and services.

Pollution Control

Air

P-IF25 It is policy of the Council to implement the provisions of national policy and air pollution
legislation, in conjunction with other agencies as appropriate.

The Council will give high priority to potential air pollution problems when considering

development proposals and will seek reductions in the levels of specific airborne pollutants where

possible, especially when new sources of pollution are identified, or when new evidence indicates

the current levels are too high.

The Council will seek to protect residential areas from industrial air pollution by facilitating buffers

of non-polluting commercial uses on new and existing industrial sites.

The Council will encourage the use of fuels with low sulphur content, unleaded petrol and other

means of reducing atmospheric and air pollution from vehicles, including new technologies and

traffic restraint measures, and will seek the co-operation of developers in providing systems

capable of operating efficiently on “cleaner” fuel sources.

The Council will discourage the development of new odour-producing commercial activities and

exclude the introduction of large installations in Athlone where possible.

Noise

P-IF26 It is the policy of the Council to seek to achieve a healthy and comfortable environment
that minimises environmental noise, and to implement the EU directive on Assessment
and Management of Environmental Noise.

Planning permission will not normally be granted for new developments or extensions of existing
industrial, commercial, leisure, or other uses that produce significant and unacceptable levels of
noise and/or vibration at site boundaries or within adjacent sensitive areas, especially residential
areas.

In addition, the Council will seek to negotiate reductions in noise and/or vibration at site
boundaries or within adjacent sensitive areas, especially residential areas by measures such as
layout, design and/or attenuation mechanisms. The cost of such measures shall be borne by the
developer.
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The Council will require the submission of noise impact assessments where it is proposed to
introduce noise creating uses in proximity to noise sensitive uses, such as residential areas, and
if permission is being granted may impose conditions mitigating impact. Similarly, where noise
sensitive uses are proposed within proximity to a noise source, such as national roads, rail lines,
etc., proposals shall include noise and/or vibration attenuation measures in any planning
application, for example where development proposals are brought forward within the zone of
influence of existing national roads or of planned new national roads. Additionally, where
additional activities generated by a proposed development results in a breach of the noise design
goals, proposals shall include noise and/or vibration attenuation measures for sensitive receptors
exposed to environmental noise.

In considering highway improvement and traffic management schemes the Council will seek to
reduce the adverse effects of noise and vibration to an appropriate level. In accordance with the
requirements of the EU directive on Assessments and Management of Environmental Noise, it is
an objective to prepare Noise Maps for major roads, rail lines, etc and to prepare Action Plans to
seek to reduce noise levels based on the data maps.

O-IF42 To prepare Noise Maps in accordance with the EU directive on Assessment and
Management of Environmental Noise and implement action plans, where necessary, to
seek to reduce noise levels.

Light

P-IF27 It is policy of the Council to seek to minimise light pollution and to require that the design
of external lighting minimises the incidence of light spillage or pollution into the
surrounding environment.

Adequate lighting is required to provide a safe and secure environment but excessive light
spillage or poorly designed lighting resulting in glare can have significant detrimental impacts on
adjacent amenity, neighbouring uses and even local wildlife. Poorly directed lighting and
excessive lighting also represents a waste of electricity, thereby contributing to energy use and
greenhouse gas emissions.

Proposals that include the provision of high level lighting or relate to activities that require evening
and night time external lighting shall have purpose designed lighting schemes to avoid overspill
and glare, details shall be submitted in support of relevant development applications.

Public Toilets

Public toilets should be provided to serve shopping centres of district importance or greater. All
public toilets should include provision of facilities for people with disabilities, nursing mothers and
baby changing facilities.

2.5.4 Energy and Communications

Energy Conservation
P-IF28 The Council will adopt energy conservation measures and the use of sustainable energy
sources in its own activities and will encourage developers to adopt the same approach.

The Council’'s policies encourage the use of public transport, cycling and walking as methods of
transportation that minimise traffic pollution, maximise energy conservation and aid the
improvement of the health of the people of the Athlone.

Electricity

Provision of electricity is in response to demand. Several new sub-stations have been built in the
town in the recent past including a 200 - 400 kV sub-station at Golden Island and a doubling of
capacity to 110 KW at Cartrontroy. The E.S.B. recoup part of the capital costs of providing a
supply from the subscriber.
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The development of secure and reliable electricity transmission infrastructure is a key factor for
supporting economic development and attracting investment to the area. The Town Council will
support the infrastructural renewal and development of the electricity network to provide required
infrastructure.

Natural Gas
It is the policy of the Town Council to maximise the benefit of the service to the community and
economy of Athlone.

Renewable Energy

At present, most of Ireland and the world's, energy needs are met by fossil fuels; oil, coal and
natural gas. Reserves of these fuels are finite, and the present trend of increasing fossil fuel
consumption is unsustainable. Combustion of fossil fuels contributes to problems such as air
pollution and acid rain, with consequent damage to the environment and human health. The
emission of greenhouse gases caused by fossil fuel combustion contributes to climate change.
The development of wind energy resources, replacing the need for conventional power plants,
can help to conserve limited fossil fuel reserves, reduce environmental damage and slow the rate
of climate change.

An objective of the National Climate Change Strategy (October 2000) is to meet the national
Kyoto Protocol target on Green House Gas emissions over the commitment period 2008 - 2012.
The strategy encourages the expansion of renewable energies and calls for a review of Building
Regulations to reduce energy use in new housing by up to 20%. Lowering the energy needs of
houses is dealt with in the section on Sustainable Urban Design. The Government has set a
target for 30% of our total demand for electricity to come from renewable sources by 2020.

The Council strongly supports all national and international incentives for limiting emissions of
greenhouse gases and encourages the development of renewable energy resources.

P-IF29 It is the policy of the Planning Authority to promote renewable forms of energy where it is
consistent with the proper planning and development of an area.

P-IF30 It is the policy of the Council to favour the use of renewable energy as a contribution to
the energy demand of all new buildings.

The Council will encourage householders to install small renewable energy systems for their own
use and will take account of the Consultation document ‘Micro-Renewables Consultation Paper’
November 2006 from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

Micro renewable includes Micro-Wind Energy, Solar, Heat Pumps, Small Scale Biomass, and
Small Scale Hydroelectricity. The consultation document acknowledges that hydroelectricity is
more complex than the others; and there is less opportunity for its use. Opportunities for the
other forms are widely available.

Wind Energy Development

The Westmeath County Development Plan seeks to achieve a reasonable balance between an
overall positive attitude to renewable energy and enabling the wind energy resources of County
Westmeath, including Athlone, to be harnessed in a manner that is consistent with proper
planning and sustainable development, including considerations of landscape protection and
visual amenity.

The Town Council will have regard to the Wind Energy Development Guidelines for Planning
Authorities, 2006 published by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government in relation to the location of wind turbines and the information required as part of a
planning application.

Micro-Renewable Energies and Small Scale Wind Energy Development

The Council encourages the development of smaller scale wind energy development and single
turbines in urban and rural areas, including residential areas, and industrial parks, provided that
they do not negatively impact upon the environmental quality or residential amenity of the area.
The Wind Energy Development Guidelines recommend the investigation of the potential for
relatively small-scale wind energy developments within urban and industrial areas, and for small
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community-based proposals outside the key areas that are identified as being appropriate for
wind energy development. Community ownership of wind energy projects enables local
communities to benefit directly from local wind energy resources being developed in their local
areas. The Council will encourage communities to co-operate in the development of wind energy
projects.

The Council will encourage home owners in appropriate locations to install micro wind energy
units and in relation to such small scale domestic turbines the council will take account of the
Consultation document ‘Micro-Renewable Consultation Paper’ November 2006, from the
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government

P-IF31 It is the policy of the Council to encourage the development of small-scale wind energy
development and single turbines in urban areas, including residential areas, and
industrial parks, provided they do not negatively impact upon the environmental quality or
residential amenity of the area.

Communications Network

Broadband

The completion of the Broadband infrastructure network will enhance the potential of the Town for
investment and further infrastructural development.

Athlone is served by the most up to date digital exchange technology. The Midlands broadband
project is an advanced broadband internet system being rolled out throughout the midlands-
specifically Mullingar, Athlone, Tullamore, Portloaise, and Roscommon. This project is a major
advance in the telecommunications infrastructure in the area, making Athlone part of the Western
Digital Corridor. Businesses in these locations have high-speed access to the internet, facilitating
international e-commerce.

Broadband is central to the development of a knowledge-based economy throughout Ireland.
Broadband helps to combat social exclusion. Areas without broadband will be less able to take
advantage of internet-centered developments in education, banking, research, business, etc.
Westmeath County Council has been active in the roll out of broadband through its involvement in
the Metropolitan Area Network which connected larger towns to the back bone network. Other
technological solutions will be used to deliver the service more widely.

P-IF32 It is the policy of the Council to support the co-ordinated and focused development and
extension of broadband infrastructure throughout the Town with Westmeath County
Council.

Telecommunications

An efficient telecommunications system is important in the development of the economy. The de-
regulation of the industry has brought choice and competition but has given rise to duplication
and overprovision of certain facilities, for example the desire of providers to have their own
telephone booths in town centres puts demands on valuable and limited public realm; and the
control by individual operators of wireless transmission services can lead to an excessive amount
of telecommunications masts.

P-IF33 It is the policy of the Council to support telecommunications service provision subject to
avoiding adverse visual impacts; overprovision; and subject to the controls set out in Part
3, development management standards. It is Council policy to seek to rationalise the
provision of public telephone kiosks in public areas and such proposals will be
considered on the basis of public need rather than providers needs.
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2.6 SOCIAL INCLUSION, COMMUNITY INFASTRUCTURE & RECREATION

2.6.1 Community Facilities

The Council recognises that it has a role through its planning powers to ensure the equal and fair
distribution of opportunities for all, to promote social inclusion and to provide access to facilities
for all members of society.

Provision of Community Services and Facilities

Services are provided by a variety of agencies to meet the health, welfare, educational, social,
religious and cultural needs (including the Irish language) of people living in the Town. Although
in many instances the Council is not directly responsible for service provision, it is still concerned
to see that the needs of the community and its disadvantaged groups are met, through supporting
and influencing the plans and proposals of the other authorities and facilitating service provision
by ensuring that appropriate and sufficient land is available.

The Council will seek to ensure that new development proposals will provide the appropriate
infrastructure, including social and community infrastructure, taking account of the local
environment and community to be provided for so that needs are catered for in an appropriate
balance. The need for social, education, recreational and community provision, arising directly
from a development, may be provided for by way of policies in Local Area Plans or Master plans
which set out phasing of development, through planning conditions or through a Section 48
Agreement under the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2006.

The Council will support proposals for new buildings or changes in use of existing buildings for
the development of community services (for example social services, legal advice and citizen
information centres, voluntary sector projects, facilities for religious purposes, meeting of
community groups), which would help meet the needs of the community and support social
inclusion in the Town.

The Town Council will resist the loss of such facilities to other uses where there is no proposal to
otherwise meet the need. Planning permission for redevelopment of land or change of use of
buildings housing facilities for community related activities will not normally be granted if such
development would result in the loss of an existing facility which cannot be replaced reasonably
and conveniently in the area.

In order to ensure the best use of resources and that the potential of a variety of community
groups to use a facility may be maximised; the Council will encourage flexibility in the provision of
facilities, so that they may be adaptable to meet changing needs and that they may be multi-
functional. Clustering of new community facilities with recreational and open space facilities will
be encouraged where practicable, with the community facilities being located in local centres or
combined with school facilities as appropriate. Developments incorporating the after-hours use of
school facilities by community groups will be considered where practicable to allow the use of
such resources to be maximised to the benefit of the wider community.

P-IC1 Itis the policy of the Town Council to support and facilitate the provision of a wide range
of appropriate community facilities, including social services; and premises for use by
community and cultural groups; that are of a high standard to meet the needs of new and
existing communities, especially where there are deficiencies.

P-IC2 To ensure that the social needs of communities are appropriately reflected in all new
development, especially the needs of the most disadvantaged and marginalised
individuals and groups.

P-IC3 To ensure that the community facilities provided adequately reflect the range of local
needs, including the needs of marginalised groups, older people, people with disabilities
and young people.

P-IC4 To seek the efficient use of new and existing community facilities so that the use of such
resources may be maximised.

P-IC5 To improve the availability of social, health, and education facilities in line with the pace
of development.

P-IC6 To resist the loss of community facilities to other uses where there is no proposal to
otherwise meet the need.
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O-IC1 To use phasing arrangements in Local Area Plans for new development areas so that
community facilities are provided in line with the pace of development.

O-IC2 To meet needs for community infrastructure arising directly from a development, through
Development Management; by way of planning conditions or through a Section 48
Agreements.

O-IC3 To promote the efficient use of facilities by supporting effective management and shared
use proposals.

O-IC4 To encourage the re-use of redundant community facilities for other community uses.

O-IC5 To ensure that facilities provided are adaptable and multifunctional where appropriate so
that their potential for use by the wider community is maximised.

O-IC6 To ensure that new community, recreational and open space facilities are clustered
where practicable, with the community facilities being located in local centres or
combined with school facilities as appropriate.

O-IC7 To ensure that community facilities and social services are located in local centres or
where easily accessible to communities and that they are designed appropriately for
accessibility and ease of use by all.

Social Inclusion
Social Inclusion is defined as a series of positive actions to achieve equality of access to goods
and services, to assist all individuals to participate in their community and society, to encourage
the contribution of all persons to social and cultural life and to be aware of and to challenge all
forms of discrimination. The Town has experienced significant in-migration since the 2002 Town
Development Plan was adopted; from other parts of the country and beyond and comprising
those who have come for housing, economic migrants and refugees. Our communities have
become more diverse and for this reason, ensuring social inclusion has become a primary
challenge facing the Town Council. The Council recognises that it has a role through its planning
powers to strive to achieve social inclusion, through ensuring the equal and fair distribution of
opportunities and services for all of the people in the Town and ensuring equal access to such
opportunities.

There are several groups within society that are considered to have specific planning and design

needs. These include children/young people, people who are ill or with disabilities, travellers,

members of ethnic minority groups and older people. The Town Council is committed to achieving
the social inclusion of people from all sectors of society.

P-IC7 Itis the policy of the Council to recognise the needs of people with special needs that live
or work in the Town or who chose to visit, and to support the provision of facilities for
people with special needs.

P-IC8 To consider cultural diversity and ethnic minorities in planning for the needs of
communities and to seek to consult with the relevant agencies representing or working
within these groups.

P-IC9 To ensure that community facilities and social services provided are accessible to all
individuals, communities and sectors of society, including people with disabilities, and
marginalised and disadvantaged groups.

O-IC8 To ensure that the recommended standards such as in Buildings For Everyone — Access
& Use for All the Citizens (NRB 1998) are applied in internal and external built public
environments where feasible.

Healthcare

The provision of Health care is the responsibility of the Health Service Executive. The designation
of Athlone as a gateway town has significant implications for population growth and the Council
will seek consultation with the Health Service Executive in planning for future Health Care needs.
The Town Council will endeavour to ensure that land and buildings are available for local health
services where a need has been identified, in so far as its remit allows. The Council will also
resist the loss of healthcare facilities where it is considered that they are required; recognising
that the community served by those facilities extends beyond the Town and its suburbs.
In-community health servicing is supported by the Council, where appropriate and desirable,
provided that such activities or the development of activities does not negatively impact upon
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residential amenity, the development is in keeping with the character of the area and that car-
parking facilities are adequate. The Council have zoned an additional area for institutional and
education provision at Clonbrusk to facilitate the needs of the HSE.

P-IC10 It is the policy of the Council to seek to ensure that the healthcare needs of individuals
from all sectors of society are met appropriately in co-operation with the Healthcare
Authorities.

O-IC9 To ensure that sufficient land and buildings are available for health services where
required.

O-IC10 To resist the loss of health facilities where a need for such facilities remains, unless
proposals are made to otherwise meet the need.

O-IC11 To ensure that proposals for the change of use of residential accommodation for use by
doctors, dentists, physiotherapists and other medical practitioners do not negatively affect
amenities of the area.

O-IC12 To ensure that adequate car parking facilities is available where in-community health
servicing is to be provided.

O-IC13 To ensure that provision for in-community health services is consistent with the size and
scale of the existing buildings and with the character of the neighbourhood.

Childcare

The level of availability and accessibility of affordable and adequate childcare to a community will
influence the level of social inclusion that exists; since the lack of such services will act as a
barrier to entering the workforce or availing of education, increasing levels of disadvantage and
poverty of those affected. The Town Council recognises the importance of providing childcare
facilities within new and existing communities as a valuable and essential element of community
infrastructure but also to facilitate employment opportunity and economic progression and in
support of equality in this regard.

P-IC11 The Council will apply the recommendations of the Guidelines for Planning Authorities on
Childcare Facilities (June 2001) and any subsequent amendments, in providing for such
facilities through the planning process.

The regulation of such facilities is covered by the Childcare (Pre-School Services) Regulations,
1996. In accordance with the Childcare Facilities Guidelines provision should be made at the
following locations where appropriate and desirable:

. New housing areas and larger housing estates shall be provided with childcare
facilities at a rate of one childcare facility with 20 places for every 75 dwelling
units. Such facilities shall be designed with flexibility so that it will be capable of
being used either as a childcare or community facility.

. Industrial estates and Business parks and other locations where there are
significant numbers working.

. In the vicinity of schools to facilitate multi-drop trips by parents.

. Neighbourhood and District Centres; such facilities would be located within local
mixed-use service centres.

. Locations adjacent to public transport corridors.

The Council will encourage nursery provision, safe outdoor and indoor play
areas, creches and other facilities for the under-fives in particular. In considering
planning proposals the Council will support voluntary and other agencies
providing services for the under-fives especially those aimed at stress areas and
disadvantaged and minority groups. Detailed information required to support
applications for childcare facilities are detailed in Section 3 of the Plan.

P-IC12 It is the policy of the Council to facilitate the provision of sufficient childcare facilities to
support new and existing communities.

67



Athlone Town Development Plan 2008 -2014 Part 2

O-1C14 To support the implementation of the Westmeath County Childcare Strategy and consult
with the Committee in determining need for childcare facilities and providing for this need.

O-IC15 To facilitate childcare provision through Development Management by way of planning
condition, or through zoning objectives in Local Area Plans, phased in line with the pace
of development.

Education

The Town Council has a role in facilitating the provision of educational infrastructure through
zoning lands for educational uses to meet the needs of new and existing communities in line with
the pace of development. Where educational facilities or extensions to existing facilities are
needed the Council will ensure that land is reserved for these purposes. Reserved sites should
be brought into temporary community use, where possible, until they are required for educational
purposes. The Cornamaddy Local Area Plan and the Curragh — Lissywollen Local Area Plan
both make provision for primary school facilities. The assessment of other plan areas will include
an assessment of education needs.

There are five post primary schools serving the Town with a 2006/07 enrolment of approx. 2,700
students. There is capacity for anticipated growth over the Plan period; however, given the
projected long term growth of the Town, further provision may need to be identified in co-
operation with the Department of Education and Science, most appropriately through the
framework of local area plans.

Athlone Institute of Technology established in 1970 had an initial enrolment of 36 students, which
has grown to over 5,000. The main campus is on the Dublin Road within the extended Town
Council area, there is also a small Town Centre campus occupied by the Department of Design.
The main campus is situated approximately 1.5 miles from the town centre and currently houses
the Schools of Business, Management and General Studies, Engineering, and Science, the
Library, the Information Technology Centre, the main student canteen facilities and the Institute's
Administration offices. A new Tourism/Hospitality Building was officially opened in 2003 and there
are further extension proposals to facilitate the School of Engineering.

The Council will ensure that all new educational facilities are designed to facilitate social
inclusion, incorporating access for people with disabilities, meeting Building Regulation space
requirements and incorporating flexibility in design so that they may be suitable for alternative
community use; subject to the overriding need of providing good design for educational purposes.
To ensure that best use is made of resources, the Council will encourage the clustering of school,
community and open space facilities and will consider options for dual-use school and community
[recreational facilities, subject to good design and management where appropriate.

Primary schools are at the centre of neighbourhood life and can be important in facilitating social
interaction including the integration of new members of the community from other parts of the
country and beyond. New schools should be located close to open space and other services and
should be accessible by safe walking routes for the majority of pupils.

Temporary structures will only be permitted for use as classrooms where projections indicate that
there is a genuine temporary shortage of accommodation. Where projections indicate that the
need will be for a period of more than five years a more permanent solution must be sought.
Alterations and extensions to existing establishments should conform to Government space
standards and Council policy guidelines.

The Council will seek the co-operation of the Department of Education and Science in the
provision of schools in tandem with the development of new residential areas.

The Council will examine transport movement adjacent to educational establishments and where
necessary will introduce traffic calming measures. The Council will consider the use of 30kph
speed limits and road safety design measures in the vicinity of schools.
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P-IC13 It is the policy of the Council to provide for existing and future educational needs within
the Town through land use zoning and Local Area Planning.

P-IC14 To ensure that provision for education is made with regard to road safety, good design
and efficiency in the use of resources.

O-IC16 To consult with the Department of Education and Science and school Boards of
Management in planning for education and determining need for facilities.

O-IC17 To reserve individual sites for primary and secondary schools as and when they are
required.

0O-IC18 To encourage clustering of school, community and open space facilities and to consider
dual use school and community facilities where appropriate.

O-1C19 To implement traffic calming measures and reduced speed limits in the vicinity of schools
and to investigate the issue of road safety in these areas to find ways of improving it.

Religious Meeting Places

The Council recognises the importance of providing religious meeting places and places of
worship for communities. Such buildings can play an important social role and can have the
potential to be adapted for use by other religious or community groups or as alternative indoor
community space.

P-IC15 The Council will be sensitive to religious, cultural and aesthetic traditions when
considering applications for religious or cultural meeting places. The Council will
encourage the re-use of redundant church buildings for community use and will resist the
loss of such buildings where they are of aesthetic, historical or social importance.

Cemeteries

Athlone Town Council and Westmeath County Council have a statutory responsibility to provide
for burial facilities as part of its role as a provider of services. In most cases cemeteries are
provided by local communities and are associated with Churches.

Land has become more valuable as demand has grown for other uses such as residential use
and its acquisition for cemetery use then becomes more difficult. The Council will use appropriate
measure to reserve lands for cemetery use as and where required.

P-IC16 It is the policy of the Council to facilitate the provision of burial grounds at appropriate
locations in consultation with local communities.

2.6.2 Amenity, Open Space and Recreation

Provision for Amenity, Open Space & Recreation

The provision of open space, recreation and amenity facilities, which can cater for the demands
of an increasing population and that will be accessible for all sectors and age groups of our
population, is a central element in the delivery of sustainable communities. The Council
recognises the role that good quality open space, recreation and amenity facilities can play in
creating healthy environments and facilitating more active lifestyles to ensure the well-being and
improved quality of life of the entire community.

In this regard, the Council shall seek to improve and develop opportunities for active and passive
sporting, recreational and physical activity and the enjoyment of amenities, which our lifestyle
today may not otherwise offer. The Council considers that high quality open spaces, green
linkages, such as walk and cycle ways and sports and recreational facilities that are usable and
accessible to all should be provided in line with development and changing community needs.
The Council will employ a flexible and strategic approach to the delivery of open space,
recreation and amenity facilities to ensure that the existing and future residents and visitors to the
town are most appropriately provided for.
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P-IC17 It is the Councils policy to ensure that sufficient and appropriate open space, recreation
and amenity facilities; public and private, urban and rural and passive and active are
provided to meet the changing needs of new and existing communities.

P-IC18 To require high standards of provision of open space and recreation facilities as part of
new residential schemes; in quality of design, layout, landscaping and safety and
security, especially in proposals for higher densities.

P-IC19 To ensure that new and existing open space areas and recreation facilities are accessible
to all sections of society.

P-IC20 To ensure that new open space and recreation facilities are within easy reach of homes,
either within walking distance or close to public transport services.

P-IC21 To facilitate and encourage the enhancement of the quality and setting of the Towns
urban form.

O-IC20 To ensure that sufficient land is allocated for use as open space, recreational and
amenity uses.

O-1C21 To require, through development management, that the provision of open space and
amenity for new residential development be phased in line with the phasing of
development.

O-1C22 To implement quality and quantity standards for open space, recreation and amenity
provision, as set out in sections 2.3 and 3.

0O-IC23 To secure new recreational and amenity facilities and improvement of existing facilities, in
line with new development through approved development contribution schemes and
through the development management process.

O-1C24 To actively encourage and support the provision by private developers of additional
recreational and amenity facilities, including swimming pools, gyms, cinemas, play areas,
playgrounds or other such amenities.

O-IC25 To seek greater variety of provision of recreation and amenity facilities to reflect demand
of increasingly diverse populations.

Play Policy

The Council recognises the importance of play in the development of children. The Council will
support initiatives, which encourage play and raise awareness of the importance of play for the
health, well-being and development of children.

A Play Strategy is being prepared for the County in accordance with the National Play Policy,
“Ready, Steady, Play”, in support of the National Children’s Strategy, 2000, which will include a
playgrounds policy. The Council will encourage and support the adoption and implementation of
such a strategy.

P-1C22 It is the Councils policy to facilitate and support the adoption and implementation of a
Play Strategy for the Town to include a playgrounds policy in accordance with the
National Children’s Strategy, 2000.

P-IC23 To maximise the range of public play opportunities available to children, particularly
children who are marginalised or disadvantaged or who have a disability.

P-1C24 To improve the quality and safety of playgrounds and play areas.

O-1C26 To ensure that in public playgrounds or publicly funded playgrounds, surfaces and play
equipment provided conform to the Irish standards for play equipment and surfacing.

O-1C27 To engage with Westmeath County Development Board to carry out an assessment of
access to play in the Town, to include disability; identifying the level, range and standard
of public and community play facilities available to children of all ages.

O-1C28 To consider as part of provision, the quality of recreational environments that would
promote play.
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Sports and Physical Activity

The "County Westmeath Sports, Recreation and Leisure, Facilities and Needs Survey Analysis
Report" was published in June 2002, and provides a firm foundation on which to build and
progress the development of sport, recreation and leisure activity in the town and countywide. In
accordance with the Irish Sports Council's ‘Statement of Strategy’, 2003 the Council will work
towards increasing opportunities to participate in sport at local level and to enhance access to
sports and recreation for all.

P-IC25 It is the policy of the Council to promote, encourage and facilitate the increased
participation in sports and physical activity by all age groups, including children, youth,
parents, active age groups, school and community.

P-IC26 To ensure the sufficient and appropriate provision for local sports and recreation and to
seek more efficient usage of existing resources.

O-IC29 To work with the Local Sports Partnership in progressing and delivering quality and
accessible facilities for sport, recreation and leisure, in conjunction with all key agencies
involved.

O-IC30 To support and assist in the effective marketing and promotion of the sporting and
recreational opportunities that exist within the town.

Amenity Assets, Walking and Cycling Routes

Athlone possesses a wide range of amenities and recreational facilities for the enjoyment of all
members of the community and visitors alike due to its natural resources and an environment of
scenic value. Its attractive townscape and cultural heritage are also a resource to be enjoyed and
the opportunity exists to improve linkages between urban amenities and the adjacent countryside
environment.

A wide range of recreational and sporting opportunities, are presented through the inland
waterways, rivers, canals and lakes in the region, including angling, river-cruising, boating and
other water sports on the River Shannon and Lough Ree. Countywide, a number of established
walking and cycling routes have been developed which allow urban dwellers to access and enjoy
the natural environmental assets nearby and beyond, such as the Westmeath Way, Tain Trail
and Sli na Slainte. However, such access needs to be further developed in Athlone, such routes
can open up valuable amenity assets for resident community and visitors to enjoy and appreciate
as well as providing opportunities for enhancement of quality of life and health. Many
opportunities exist for creating new and improved linkages and facilities for walking and cycling so
that the enjoyment of our wealth of natural heritage and amenity may be maximised and the
potential to exploit these assets for the purposes of tourism may be realised.

There will be a presumption against development in the Town that significantly prejudices the
form; character or setting of any recreational or amenity open space, walk or cycle way, or any
other identifiable or scheduled amenity asset.

P-IC27 It is the Policy of the Council to safeguard the Towns natural amenity assets, including
their ecological importance and to facilitate the enhancement of and improvement of
access to such assets where desirable, in order to maximise the recreational, amenity
and tourism potential in the Town.

P-IC28 To safeguard and seek to improve existing recreation faciliies and open spaces,
including town parks, riverside and canal walks, urban squares, lakes and lakeshore
amenities, walking and cycling routes, playing fields, playgrounds, etc., their form and
setting.

P-IC29 To co-operate with representative bodies in order to support the improvement and
development of walking and cycling routes throughout the Town and surrounds in an
environmentally sustainable way.

P-IC30 To integrate and link open space, within the towns and to the countryside.

71



O-IC31 To improve and develop safe public access to the Shannon and other features of amenity
value and seek to extend public walking and cycling routes along the River and to the
lake in a sustainable manner.

O-IC32 To protect the landscape setting and quality of lakes, major rivers and canals and
features of natural heritage, biodiversity or geodiversity value.

O-1C33 To protect existing walk and cycle ways and public rights of way and seek to extend and
create new public rights of way where desirable.

O-1C34 To safeguard the ecological importance of open spaces, river and canal corridors.

O-IC35 To carry out amenity and environmental improvement schemes and any other works as
appropriate to improve existing open space, recreation and amenity facilities, as
resources allow.

O-IC36 To undertake an open space strategy for the Town. The objective will be secured within
18months of the adoption of the Town Development Plan.

2.6.3 Urban Open Space Provision and Standards

Large-scale Recreational and Amenity Open Spaces

The National Spatial Strategy and Regional Planning Guidelines state that one of the
characteristics of Gateway towns should be the provision of a ‘city level range of sports centres
and public spaces/parks’. In accordance with this the Council shall seek to provide recreational
facilities of a scale and quality to attract and retain a critical mass of population in Athlone.

The Council has a role in the provision of major urban amenity open spaces such as town parks,
riverside and canal walks, urban squares, etc. for passive recreational use. The improvement of
such amenities will be undertaken by the Council where required as resources allow and the
provision of new large-scale amenity open spaces will be considered where desirable, which may
be partly funded by financial contribution which may include a contribution in lieu of a proportion
of on-site open space provision from developers.

The Council will seek to develop the full potential of the inland waterways and will support and
encourage the development of a Midlands Waterway Navigational Ring or network. The Council
will also support the development of a network of regional and national scale visitor attractions
throughout the region, such as regional parks, heritage sites or a ‘geopark’, where considered
appropriate and feasible.

Local Area Planning or ‘Master planning’ will be used to identify at an early stage the preferred
location of larger open spaces, this may allow a more flexible approach to open space
requirements within residential estates. The criteria used for selection of preferred locations
should include preservation of natural landscaping features, accessibility, security, drainage and
gradient. Suitable and safe pedestrian linkage between open spaces should be identified and
where appropriate cycle lanes should be provided. The use of hard landscaping elements such
as paving, cobbled areas etc. should play an increasingly important role in the design and
presentation of open space concepts.

The Planning Authority will safeguard the amenity and continued use of existing public or private
recreational open space unless alternative recreational facilities can be provided at a more
suitable location or it can be demonstrated that there is no longer sufficient demand to sustain the
facility.

P-IC31 It is the policy of the Council to seek to ensure the provision of sufficient and appropriate
recreational facilities to meet the needs of the Towns population and which are of a scale
and quality to attract and retain a critical mass of population in the Gateway town.

P-IC32 To seek to ensure the provision of major urban amenity open space where desirable.

P-IC33 To safeguard the valuable amenity of existing recreational open spaces where
appropriate.

P-IC34 The Council will not permit development on lands which have been laid out as part of
open space associated with development, with the exception of public works.
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O-IC37 To ensure that major recreational space is provided to a standard of 3.5 acres per 1000
of population.

O-1C38 To ensure that major amenity open space is provided to a standard of 3 acres per 1000
population.

O-IC39 In addition to the normal development contribution for open space provision where
appropriate, to accept from developers a financial contribution in lieu of a portion of the
required provision of open space for use by the Council to develop and improve major
amenity open spaces to serve a larger area or population.

0O-IC40 To extend and develop Burgess Park (Town Park).

Standards for Provision for Sports & Recreation

The Council recognises that as communities change and grow, their recreational needs also grow
and become more varied. In this regard the Council will strive to ensure that a wide range of
sporting and recreational facilities are provided in line with development, to cater for the
maximum numbers of people and to encourage social inclusion.

Facilities for sports and recreation as part of new residential areas will be provided in proximity to
a central neighbourhood centre and school and community facilities where feasible, to allow
accessibility of the resource to the maximum number of people. The Council will consider where
such facilities could be provided in conjunction with the provision of school sports and
recreational facilities to allow for dual and after-hours use to maximise the use of resources and
allow better facilities to be provided for the benefit of the entire community. Hard play areas such
as all-weather surfaces will be considered where appropriate and desirable.

In accordance with the recommendations of the National Playing Fields Association and the
“Sports, Recreation & Leisure Facilities & Needs Survey Report for County Westmeath 2002”, the
Council will aim to achieve the following qualitative standards in provision for sports and
recreation where appropriate and feasible:

. Outdoor recreation ‘playing’ space — to be provided at 2.4 hectares per 1,000 of
population.

. Outdoor equipped playgrounds — to be provided at 0.2 — 0.28 hectares per 1,000
of population.

. Casual/informal play space within housing areas — to be provided at 0.4 — 0.5
hectares per 1,000 of population.

. Athletics and miscellaneous — to be provided at 0.2 hectares per 1,000 of
population.

. Indoor sports centre — to be provided at 1 per 40,000-90,000 of population.

. Indoor pools — to be provided at 1 25m pool + 1 learner pool per 40,000-45,000
pop.

. Squash courts — to be provided at 1 per 5,000 of population.

. Artificial turf pitches — to be provided at 1 per 60,000 of population.

Other facilities for sports and recreation will be considered as need arises and the Council will
support the work of the Local Sports Partnership in ensuring that local provision is sufficient, that
efforts are co-ordinated and that resources are used effectively.

2.6.4 Arts, Culture and Entertainment

Promotion & Development of Arts, Culture and Entertainment (ACE)

Arts, cultural and entertainment facilities are wide ranging in the county and given Athlone's role
and scale, the town has a concentration of facilities, including museums, galleries, theatres,
cinemas, libraries, buildings and spaces of important artistic and cultural significance, halls for
meetings, community and arts centres and music venues. Such facilities contribute towards the
intellectual, artistic and social quality of life for people in the Town and County. They can also
encourage people, tourism, businesses and jobs to an area and enhance the image of a local
area, helping to create a sense of place, reinforcing local distinctiveness and contributing to the
regeneration of the urban environment.
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The facilities themselves can provide a means for creating access to and understanding of the
Town'’s heritage, artistic, cultural and amenity assets. The Council will protect the context of such
places and will support appropriate development of places of cultural association through its
annual Arts and Festivals Programme.

The Council also recognises the importance of commercial facilities such as public houses, sports
and social clubs and ‘parish’ halls, which complement other private and public facilities for indoor
leisure and recreation. These facilities can foster a ‘sense of community’ and social inclusion. The
Council will safeguard existing facilities where desirable and encourage new ones in suitable
locations, where compatible with neighbouring uses.

The Council will support the commercial development of theatres, cinemas and other cultural and
entertainment uses, including facilities of national and regional importance in the town, subject to
other policies in the Plan.

In the physical environment the arts can be expressed in the design of buildings and urban
spaces and where possible, with community involvement. The creation and enhancement of
public spaces, pedestrian routes and buildings, can incorporate art into all aspects of their design
and development.

Westmeath has a rich and living cultural heritage and a strong cultural identity, based on a wide
range of activities and interests. The Council recognises the importance of these activities and
facilities to protect and promote the unique culture and identity in the Town. A County Arts Officer
was appointed in 2002 to promote and enhance facilities for Arts, Culture and Entertainment.

P-IC35 It is the policy of the Council to encourage the provision of new or improved arts, cultural
and entertainment facilities, particularly in the parts of the Town where there is a
deficiency in such provision.

P-IC36 To actively foster and promote the arts in order to preserve and develop the unique
history and heritage of the Town.

P-IC37 To ensure that Arts, Culture and Entertainment facilities and activities are accessible to
all in both physical and economic terms.

P-IC38 To encourage the development of concert and exhibition facilities.

O-1C41 To ensure that all Arts, Culture and Entertainment facilities are designed to meet the
needs of people with auditory, visual or other disabilities and people with restricted
mobility.

O-1C42 To continue to encourage and develop locally based arts activities and facilities through
the County arts plan, which are accessible to the community and encourage new interest
in the arts.

O-1C43 The Council will encourage developers of retail, business and other schemes to provide
public art as part of new development proposals.

0O-IC44 To promote the provision of an Art Gallery for the Town.

Incorporating ACE into the Physical Environment

Where practicable art should be incorporated into the physical environment, through the design
and development of new buildings, and in the layout of public spaces and pedestrian routes. In
the provision and enhancement of open spaces the Council will encourage the development of
compatible facilities, such as open-air performance spaces, sculpture and visual imagery and
areas for cultural exhibition and study. However, all proposals should accord with the open space
policies and be of a high standard of design and quality.

The redevelopment of existing Arts, Culture and Entertainment facilities for other use, will

normally be permitted only where there is provision for suitable replacement facilities in the
vicinity.

74



Protection of Other Land Uses

P-IC39 It is the policy of the Council to ensure the development of new or expansion of existing
Arts, Culture and Entertainment facilities will only be permitted if they are of a scale and
nature which is in character with the surrounding area, and nuisance will not be caused
by reason of noise, excessive traffic generation and/or parking difficulties.

Westmeath County Council have developed a County Arts Strategy, which identifies existing and
potential areas of Arts, Culture and Entertainment activity, ranging from museums to cultural
industries. The Strategy also outlines the approaches available for artistic expression in the
County’s physical fabric. This Strategy will be used in conjunction with the policies set out in this
section.

Entertainment (Indoor Sport and Recreation)

The Council will endeavour to safeguard existing indoor leisure, recreational and sports facilities,
where desirable, including those operated publicly and privately. Developers will be encouraged
to provide new facilities for community use, especially in mixed-use scheme proposals. New
proposals should be in suitable locations and be compatible with neighbouring development.
Proposals will be subject to other policies of the Plan particularly those relating to open space.

Libraries & other Cultural Services

Athlone Town Council seeks to enrich the lives and sense of identity, increase social and cultural
opportunities and preserve the inheritance of every person in the Town, for present and future
generations by maintaining and developing Library, Arts and Archives services. The Town
Council sees these services in terms of resources for the people of the town rather than as
buildings or institutions, the library service in Athlone moved into the new Civic Centre on opening
in 2002.

The Core purpose of the Library Service is to seek to meet the public’'s need for general
education, information and recreation, to support study and the independent quest for knowledge
and to meet the public’s interest in books and reading and the arts by providing a modern library
and information service. By so doing it aims to enrich the lives and increase the social and
cultural opportunities of every member of the community.

P-IC40 It is the policy of the Council to support the development of the library service and
promote its use as a centre of culture, recreation and information for the people of the
Town and County.

O-1C45 To ensure that libraries will continue to provide a valuable resource for children, by
providing access to a broad range of information, culture and arts and facilitating the
improvement of literacy and other skills.

O-1C46 To ensure that libraries will continue to provide a resource for information and learning by
bridging information gaps and providing accurate and up-to-date information.

O-IC47 To ensure that libraries will meet the citizen’s right to know by providing community
information and hence, facilitating social inclusion.

O-IC48 To ensure that libraries continue to support literature in Irish and related to the Gaelic
culture.

O-1C49 To promote interest in literature, books and reading through libraries.

O-IC50 For libraries to act as the collective memory of the community and of Athlone by
collecting and making available local studies material of all types.

O-IC51 For libraries to act as a focal point of the community for social and cultural events.
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2.7 BUILT AND NATURAL HERITAGE

2.7.1 Built Heritage

Our heritage is all around us, it includes landscapes, countryside, rivers and lakes, archaeological
sites, buildings, history, folklore, language and customs. It gives Athlone its character, its identity
and distinctiveness and is also an important element that supports the tourism industry in the
town. The importance of heritage has been acknowledged by the Government and a National
Heritage Plan was adopted in 2002.

A provision of the National Heritage Plan is a call for the preparation of Local Heritage Plans at
County Level. Athlone Town Council in conjunction with Westmeath County Council adopted the
County Heritage Plan 2003 — 2007. Actions in the Heritage Plan aim to conserve and sustainably
manage our Heritage and to encourage a sense of shared responsibility for our heritage in the
whole community.

P-NBHL1 It is the policy of the Town Council to have regard to the provisions of the County
Heritage Plan 2003 — 2007 and to prepare and implement, in partnership with all relevant
stakeholders, a review of the County Heritage Plan during the term of the Town
Development Plan.

Architectural Heritage

The Architectural Heritage Protection (Guidelines for Planning Authorities) identifies that our
architectural heritage is a unique resource, an irreplaceable expression of the richness and
diversity of our past. Structures and places can, over time, acquire character and special interest
through their intrinsic quality, continued existence and familiarity. The built heritage consists not
only of great artistic achievements, but also of the everyday works of craftsmen.

As we enjoy this inheritance, we should ensure it is conserved in order to pass it on to our
successors. Sympathetic maintenance, adaptation and re-use can allow the architectural
heritage to yield aesthetic, environmental and economic benefits even where the original use may
no longer be viable. The creative challenge is to find appropriate ways to satisfy the requirements
of a structure to be safe, durable and useful on the one hand, and to retain its character and
special interest on the other.

The conservation of our built environment contributes to the attractiveness of the Town as a place
that we can enjoy and invite others to visit. Cultural tourism is increasing and playing a significant
part in the tourist economy of the country and Athlone.

Planning Acts

It is a legislative requirement that this Town Plan includes objectives to protect structures or parts
of structures of special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or
technical interest; these are known as ‘protected structures’. It is also a requirement to include
objectives to preserve the character of a place, groups of structures or townscapes of special
interest, or that contribute to the appreciation of protected structures; known as: Architectural
Conservation Areas (ACA’s). Among other effects these designations de-exempt certain works.
Protected structures may be of archaeological significance and also be protected under the
National Monuments Acts. An inventory of the architectural heritage of Westmeath has been
compiled as part of the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) by the Department of
Environment, Heritage and Local Government.
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On its completion, the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government
recommended that structures contained therein be listed as protected structures. The making of
additions or deletions to the record of protected structures (RPS) within the administrative area of
Athlone is remains a function of Athlone Town Council. It is an objective of this Plan that the
Record of Protected Structures is reviewed having cognisance of the NIAH for County
Westmeath.

Schedule 1 contains the current record of protected structures.

P-NBH2 It is the policy of the Council to protect and conserve buildings, structures and sites
contained in the record of protected structures.

ONBH1To undertake a review of the Record of Protected Structures (RPS) having regard to An
Introduction to the Architectural Heritage of County Westmeath and the Ministers
Recommendation with reference to including identified structures in the RPS.

Architectural Conservation Areas (ACA’s)

Objectives to preserve the character of places, groups of structures or townscapes of special
interest; known as Architectural Conservation Areas (ACA’s) which the planning authority
considers are of special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social
or technical interest or value, or contribute to the appreciation of protected structures may be
included in a Development Plan where considered necessary to preserve their character.

P-NBHS3 It is the policy of the Council that areas that have particular environmental qualities that
derive from their overall layout, design and unity of character be designated as
Architectural Conservation Areas and that the character of such areas be preserved.

The Castle and old town area with its medieval street pattern is an area of the Town that is
obviously worthy of protection given its architectural and townscape quality but there are other,
maybe less obvious areas, typified by a network or series of buildings and streetscapes of quality
and character that should also be protected. It is proposed to designate Architectural
Conservation Areas as follows and as indicated on the objectives map accompanying the Plan :

. Town Centre — Castle and Old Town
. Town Centre - Church Street etc

. Town Centre - Connaught Street etc
. St Mary’s Place

. St Brigid's Terrace

. Garden Vale

The Council will examine the need to designate further areas as Architectural Conservation Areas
during the period of the plan.

O-NBH2 1t is an objective of the Council to prepare a guidance leaflet to provide relevant
information on Architectural Conservation Areas.

Vernacular Buildings

In addition to the buildings of special interest included in the RPS, Athlone contains a wide variety
of vernacular buildings. Older buildings which are not part of an ACA may, individually or as part
of a group of buildings or street, contribute positively to the character of the area or townscape;
which can be diminished by their loss. The Council will seek to retain these buildings where
feasible.

In the interests of sustainable development, the re-use and adaptation of existing buildings will be
encouraged rather than demolition. Proposals that require the demolition of existing structures of
townscape character will have to be justified in terms of a report by a Conservation Engineer
indicating the reason for the necessity of demolition and outlining why opportunities for re-use
and adaptation are unsuitable or inappropriate. It is accepted that buildings in a derelict or run-
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down condition take from the vitality of an area and that loss of a vernacular building must be
balanced against the desirability of revitalising the area.

P-NBHA4It is a policy of the Council to retain where feasible, older buildings in towns which make
a positive contribution to the character of the area or townscape and to encourage the
rehabilitation, renovation and re-use of existing older buildings where appropriate.

Archaeological Heritage

Archaeology is concerned with anything that has been made or modified by people at any period
up to 1700 A.D. (i.e. from pre-historic times to 1700) and according to the European Convention
for the Protection of Archaeological Heritage, 1992 (Valetta Convention), archaeological heritage
includes structures, constructions, groups of buildings, developed sites, as well as their contexts;
and moveable objects both on land and underwater. This means that archaeological heritage is
not confined to that which is included in the Record of Monuments and Sites, but also includes
any archaeological site that may not have been recorded yet, as well as archaeology beneath the
ground surface and the context of any site.

Athlone can boast a unique archaeological heritage that provides the Town with resources of
tremendous social, educational, recreational, and aesthetic value. Furthermore, in economic
terms, it is of fundamental importance to the tourism industry, while also contributing to the Towns
distinctiveness and sense of identity.

There is documentary reference to Athlone going back to 333; the earliest recorded battle
between east and west. In 1172 the Kingdom of Mide was granted to the Norman Hugh de Lacy,
and part of Connacht adjoining Athlone to Geoffrey de Constentin in 1200. Subsequently, in
1210, in recognition of its strategic importance Athlone was designated as the joint seat, with
Dublin, of English administration in Ireland and the construction of a new Castle and bridge was
begun.

Athlone was also made a borough and in 1599 a first charter vested local authority in a
Corporation, in 1840 the Corporation was abolished and Athlone Town Commissioners came into
existence. Athlone Town Council established under the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898
came into being on 1st January, 1899 and remains to this day. The functional area of the Town
Council was extended as recently as 2004, further typifying the continuing transformation and
growth of the Town.

While there are several interesting aspects to Athlone’s history including its administrative role
and important religious role, the history of the Town indicates a past rooted in conflict, primarily
resulting from the strategic position of the Town at an important river crossing. Early wooden
bridges were constructed to facilitate crossing but were destroyed, a castle was constructed to
guard subsequent bridges; and defences, in the form of stone walls, were built around the east
side of the Town, sealing it to the bank of the River. In the 17" century earthen ramparts were
constructed around the west side of the town and bastions were added to the walls to the east
side of the town. Defences in the form of batteries were added to the west of the town in the early
19" century in anticipation of Napoleonic invasion.

This military heritage is still very visible in the Town today, dominating the town in the form of the
Castle and upstanding remains of the Town Wall and evidenced in the street pattern and street
names; as such it adds to Athlone's distinctiveness, it has shaped the town. The Town Defences
are now a recognised National Monument under the National Monuments Act 1930 — 2004 and it
is important that this heritage is recognised in the Town Plan and protected, not simply for its
significant tourism benefit but because of the distinctiveness it gives the Town. In recognition of
this important archaeological heritage, The Town Council in conjunction with Westmeath County
Council and supported by the Heritage Council produced ‘Athlone Town Walls and Defences
Conservation Plan’ in 2005, an action of the County Heritage Plan 2003 — 2007. Archaeological
sites and national monuments are listed in Schedule 2.
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Archaeological Protection
The Urban Archaeological Survey for County Westmeath conducted in 1985 covers Athlone and
identifies a ‘Zone of Archaeological Potential’ within the Town.

The Council will seek guidance from the Heritage Service of the Department of Environment,
Heritage and Local Government, and the Office of Public Works and will co-operate with these
bodies in relation to the protection of archaeological heritage in the Town. The Council will use
the guidance documents ‘Framework and Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological
Heritage’ published by the Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands, (1999); and
‘Policy and Guidelines on Archaeological Excavation’, published by the Department of Arts,
Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands, (1999).

P-NBHb5It is the policy of the Council to preserve in situ all archaeological remains and sites of
importance, such as National Monuments, Recorded Monuments, their setting and
context and zones of archaeological potential.

P-NBH6Within zones of archaeological potential and in the vicinity of Recorded Monuments,
development will only be permitted where the Council considers the importance of the
proposed development or other material considerations outweigh the value of the
remains in question.

O-NBH3To strictly control development that may be detrimental to any feature or site of
archaeological significance or that may seriously detract from the interpretation and
setting of these sites.

O-NBH4To carry out further research into the archaeological potential of areas around the Town,
taking account of existing Urban Archaeology Studies and other research, and of
incidences of chance finds of archaeological objects.

O-NBH5The Council will strive to ensure that information relating to our archaeological heritage is
made available and accessible to the public and to developers and landowners. It is
anticipated that the publication of the County Archaeological Inventory by the
Archaeological Survey of Ireland, will be completed in 2008. This will give detail of all
National Monuments, Recorded Monuments in the Record of Monuments and Places and
Zones of Archaeological Potential and will be valuable in disseminating information on
Athlone and Westmeath’s archaeological heritage.

O-NBH6To have regard to the provisions of the ‘Athlone Town Walls and Defences Conservation
Plan’.

Archaeological Awareness

P-NBH7It is the policy of the Council to promote public awareness of the rich archaeological
heritage that exists in Athlone through publications, research and the availability of
information.

O-NBH7To endeavour to ensure that all reports, excavation results and other information relating
to the archaeological heritage be made available for public viewing at libraries or where
otherwise appropriate and in a timely manner.

O-NBH8To create and maintain a database of all archaeological reports and Environmental
Impact Statements and make it available for public viewing.

O-NBH9To promote pre-planning consultations in relation to proposed developments that may
potentially impact upon the archaeological heritage.

O-NBH10To provide guidance to developers and landowners in relation to proposals for
development that may potentially impact upon the archaeological heritage, drawing their
attention to additional published government guidance available such as ‘Framework and
Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage, 1999’.

79



Archaeological Assessment, Evaluation & Mitigation

The Council will take necessary steps to ensure that the potential impacts of new development
that may be injurious to potentially important archaeological sites are minimised at planning
application stage. Where the impact of a development proposal on important archaeological
remains is unclear, or the relative importance of such remains is uncertain, the Council will
normally require developers to provide further information in the form of an archaeological
assessment or an archaeological evaluation. Where such information is requested but not made
available, the Council will normally refuse planning permission.

Where it is decided to grant planning permission for development which will affect sites known to
contain archaeological remains, the Council will impose conditions to ensure that appropriate
measures are taken for the identification and mitigation of the archaeological impacts of the
development, including where appropriate the completion of a licensed excavation and recording
of remains before development commences.

P-NBHS8It is the policy of the Council to ensure that all sites of archaeological potential are
protected from development that may injure any potentially important archaeological
features or sites.

O-NBH11To require, where appropriate, that an archaeological assessment be carried out by a
suitably qualified person prior to the commencement of any activity that may impact upon
the archaeological heritage.

O-NBH12To ensure that any development taking place either above or below ground which is
within, adjacent to or might affect sites and features of historical and archaeological
interest shall respect the character of the archaeological site and its setting and shall be
sited and designed with care for the character of the site and setting.

O-NBH13To define buffer zones, where appropriate, for the prohibition or limitation of
development or for the requirement of archaeological assessment to be carried out prior
to development, in the vicinity of areas of archaeological importance.

O-NBH14To impose conditions on development that will affect sites of archaeological potential to
ensure that appropriate measures are taken for the identification and mitigation of the
archaeological impacts, including a licensed excavation and recording of remains prior to
commencement of development where appropriate.

Cultural Heritage

Athlone has a rich cultural heritage with links to many historic figures and events. Cultural bonds
help to form a people’s identity and imbue a place with unique character. The Shannon crossing,
the Tain Trail and the various Monastic and religious sites, John McCormack’s birthplace; are just
some of the many places with cultural association within the Town. The Council will protect the
context of such places and will support appropriate development of places of cultural association
through its Arts Programme.
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2.72Natural Heritage

Athlone Town, while an urban settlement, supports a range of diverse habitats including eskers,
rivers, marsh, grassland, trees and hedgerows. The value of these habitats includes amenity and
the provision of ecological corridors allowing movement of wildlife through the area. Recognition
is given to this natural heritage value by protection under European and National legislation.

P-NBHOIt is policy of the Town Council to protect, manage and enhance the natural heritage,
biodiversity, landscape and environment of Athlone in recognition of its importance as a
non renewable resource, unique identifier and character of the town and as a natural
resource asset.

It is a key objective to ensure as far as possible that development does not impact adversely on
wildlife habitat and species. In the interests of sustainability, biodiversity should be conserved for
the benefit of future generations.

The polluter pays and the precautionary principles are integral components of planning policies
for environment and heritage. If uncertainty exists regarding the potential impact of a proposed
development full account will be taken of the precautionary principle and the proposed
development will be resisted unless or until its effects are more clearly understood.

The most valuable wildlife habitats around Athlone include the River Shannon Callows
characterised by botanically rich lowland wet grassland and of international importance for
wintering waterfowl. Of particular note is that it is part of the ecosystem that supports the globally
endangered Corncrake. The Shannon Callows are designated SAC, SPA and NHA.

SPA'’s and candidate Special Areas of Conservation are designated by the National Parks and
Wildlife Service of the DoEHLG under the EU Birds and Habitats Directives respectively. The
Habitats Directive places an obligation on member states of the EU to establish an EU wide
network of special conservation sites including Special Protection Areas and Special Areas of
Conservation. This network of SPAS and SAC'’s is known as “Natura 2000”.

SPA’s and SAC's

P-NBH10To protect plant, animal and species and habitats which have been identified by the
Habitats Directive, Birds Directive, Wildlife Act (1976) and (Amendment Act) 2000, and
the Flora Protection Order S.I No. 94 of 1999.

P-NBH11To require appropriate environmental assessment such as EIA or ecological appraisal
for developments not directly connected with or necessary to the management of a
European site, a proposed European Site and which are likely to have significant effects
on the site individually or cumulatively.

Where such developments would affect the integrity of the site they will only be permitted where
there is no alternative solution and there are imperative reasons of overriding public interest for
the development or land-use change. Where the site concerned hosts a priority natural habitat
type and/or a priority species, development or land use change will not be permitted unless it is
necessary for imperative reasons of human health or public safety or for benefits of primary
importance for the environment. Where development is permitted, the Town Council will consider
the use of conditions or planning agreements to ensure the protection and enhancement of the
site’s nature conservation interest.

To consult with appropriate prescribed bodies and Government agencies when assessing

development proposals affecting designated sites of European importance.

O-NBH15To protect and conserve wild bird species and their habitats especially rare or
vulnerable species and regularly occurring migratory species.
O-NBH16To protect and conserve proposed candidate Special Areas of Conservation.
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Natural Heritage Areas

Natural Heritage Areas are designated by the National Parks and Wildlife Service of the
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government under the provisions of the
Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000 in recognition of nationally important habitats, species and sites of
geological interest. The River Shannon Callows and Lough Ree are designated NHA. Other sites
may be designated during the lifespan of the Plan.

The basic designation for wildlife is the Natural Heritage Area. This is an area considered
important for habitats present or which holds species of plants and animals whose habitat needs
protection. To date, 148 raised and blanket bogs have been given legal protection. There are 630
proposed NHA's (pNHA's), which were published on a non-statutory basis in 1995, which have
not since been statutorily proposed or designated. These sites are of significance for wildlife and
habitats. The pNHA'’s cover approximately 65,000ha and designation will proceed on a phased
basis over coming years. Under the Wildlife Amendment Act (2000), NHA's are legally protected
from the date they are formally proposed for designation.

P-NBH12To apply the precautionary principle in relation to development proposals in areas
identified of national nature conservation interest by requiring a scientific/ecological risk
assessment to ensure that the development will not impact the integrity and habitat value
of the site.

Where such development may have a significant adverse effect, either directly or indirectly on the
site, it will only be permitted where the reasons for the development clearly outweigh the nature
conservation value of the site itself. In considering proposals for development affecting such sites,
assessments are required to include :

. The potential damage to species or habitats.

. Opportunities for alternative siting or potential mitigating measures.
. The possibilities for replacement sites.

. Opportunities to enhance nature conservation.

Where development is permitted the planning authority will consider the use of conditions or
planning agreements to ensure the protection and enhancement of the site’s nature conservation
interest.

O-NBH17To protect and conserve proposed Natural Heritage Areas.

O-NBH18To protect and conserve Natural Heritage Areas as they become designated and
notified to the Local Authority during the lifetime of the Plan.

O-NBH19To consult with appropriate prescribed bodies and Government agencies when
assessing development proposals affecting designated sites of national importance.

O-NBH20To maintain the conservation value of council owned lands within NHA’s and promote
the conservation value of council owned lands adjoining NHA's.
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Table 7; Sites designated or in the process of being designated Natural Heritage Areas (NHA),
Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protection Areas (SPA) in Athlone.

Site Name Site Code NHA SAC SPA

Lough Ree 000440 (SAC) o o o
004064 (SPA)

000440 (pNHA)

Middle 000216 (SAC) . . .
Shannon
Callows 004096 (SPA)

000210 (pNHA)

Local Sites of Biodiversity Value

Article 10 of the EU Habitats Directive states that Member States shall endeavour in their land
use planning and development policies to encourage the management of features of the
landscape which are of major importance for wild flora and fauna. Such features are those which
by virtue of their linear and continuous structures such as rivers and riverbanks or hedgerows or
their functions as stepping-stones such as ponds or small woods are essential for the migration,
dispersal and genetic exchange of wild species.

P-NBH13To apply the precautionary principle in relation to development proposals in areas
identified of local nature conservation interest by requiring a scientific/ecological risk
assessment to ensure that the development will not impact the integrity and habitat value
of the site.

Many sites which do not meet the criteria for designations as an NHA are still important on a local
or county basis or sites may be of local importance but have not been fully surveyed or
recognised as such. In order to inform this process the Council have commissioned surveys of
key habitats such as eskers, peatlands, hedgerows and fens. The Council has also completed an
audit of biological metadata sets to identify gaps in information on habitats and species in the
county.

It is the Council Policy to conserve the existing wide range of flora, fauna and wildlife habitats in
the Town through the preservation of ecological corridors and ecological networks. These are the
habitats that link the areas of high nature conservation value.

Developments likely to have an adverse effect on recognised sites of local nature conservation
importance will be required to demonstrate the impacts on the ecological value of the site and will
not be approved unless it can be clearly demonstrated that there are reasons for the development
which outweigh the need to safeguard the intrinsic nature conservation value of the site.

O-NBH21To identify and map sites of local nature conservation interest in the Town and build
up a comprehensive habitat map of the town.
O-NBH22To prepare a Local Biodiversity Plan in fulfilment of the requirements of National
Biodiversity Policy.

Geology

Geology is now recognised as an intrinsic component of natural heritage and it is appropriate that
due regard is given to conservation of geological heritage features. The Geological Survey of
Ireland established the Irish Geological Heritage Programme (IGH) in 1998 with the objective of
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identifying and selecting sites that best represent the geological heritage of Ireland for
designation as Natural Heritage Areas. The IGH have identified the following County Geological
Site of interest in Athlone.

Table 8

Site Location Site Name Geological Feature

Grid refs. NO05574 | Mushroom Rock, | This stone marks the former lake
40670 Loughandonning margins of Lough Ree

P-NBH14The Council recognise the need to identify sites of geological and geomorphological
interest in the Town and to protect these sites in the interest of protecting our geological
heritage.

The Town Council will protect Geological Heritage Sites from inappropriate development.

O-NBHZ23lt is an objective to protect geological NHAs as they become designated and notified to
the Local Authority during the lifetime of the Plan.

O-NBH24l1t is an objective to consult with Geological Survey Ireland on any development
proposal that impacts on such sites.

Eskers

Eskers along with other glacial features are a characteristic feature of the Co. Westmeath
landscape particularly in the south and west of the county. The relationship of the Shannon and
the local esker system has contributed to and dictated Athlone’s position and its development and
resulted in defining the town’s character and distinctiveness. There are areas of undisturbed
esker in the town today that remain undeveloped, in part due to their topographical nature and in
part due to access constraints. The undisturbed eskers have facilitated flora growth and habitat
creation that may not typically be found elsewhere in the town or county. The esker network in the
town has amenity, heritage and cultural value.

The Council has undertaken an Esker Survey of the Town in conjunction with Westmeath County
Council which has identified the nature, extent and condition of eskers and the conservation value
of each of those Esker Systems. Athlone Town contains seven segments of an overall extensive
esker system that runs from the River Shannon to Mount Temple and Moate. These esker
segments offer spectacular views over the town and provide important reservoirs for esker
biodiversity.

Table 9 details the esker systems identified as worthy for protection due to their geodiversity and
biodiversity value in Athlone.

Table 9

Esker Segment Biodiversity Value

34a Cornamaddy Low hill

35a River Shannon Part of SAC

35b River Shannon Part of SAC

35c beside Fire Station Dry grassland and scrub

35d St. Mary’s Place Dry grassland and scrub

35e Aghacocora Dry Calcareous Grassland, Scrub, semi-
natural woodland

35f Kilnafadoge Low hills

35g Kilnafadoge Low Hills

P-NBH15The Council will protect and conserve the landscape, natural heritage and geodiversity
value of the esker system in the town.

O-NBH25To protect and conserve the Esker segments as listed in Table 9.
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O-NBH26To assess any proposals for development in proximity to esker sites with reference to
the scientific, amenity and landscape value and groundwater vulnerability of the esker
landscape.

O-NBH27 To prohibit aggregate extraction in esker areas identified as being of geodiversity
and biodiversity interest.

Trees, Woodlands & Hedgerows

There are a limited number of significant tree stands in Athlone, notable examples being at
Burgess Park and either side of the Ballymahon Road to the north of the town centre at the
Moorings and opposite. These stands and individual trees add amenity value to the wider area
and it is important that areas of such value are protected.

P-NBH16The council will preserve and enhance the amenity and biodiversity value of the Town
by preserving as far as possible trees, woodlands and hedgerows.

O-NBH28To conduct a Tree survey to identify trees suitable for Tree Preservation Orders
(TPO) in order to protect trees of significance throughout Athlone.

O-NBH29To promote the Native Woodland and Neighbourhood schemes and other initiatives

that aim to establish and enhance woodlands for recreational and wildlife benefits.

O-NBH30To discourage the felling of mature trees to facilitate development and to encourage
tree surgery rather than tree felling where possible.

O-NBH31To promote the protection of trees, in particular native broadleaf species, which are of
conservation and/or amenity value. Development that requires the felling of mature
trees of species of interest will be discouraged even though they may not be listed in the
Town Development Plan.

Hedgerows

Hedgerows are a distinctive feature of the rural landscape of Athlone and provide wildlife habitat,
attractive scenery and shelter in exposed areas. In a county with little broadleaved woodland,
hedgerows are an important source of trees and timber. Hedgerows also function as carbon
sinks, pollution filters and sound barriers between busy roads and housing. Roadside and
townland boundary hedges generally contain a higher diversity of native shrub species than other
hedges. It is the aim of the National Biodiversity Plan to have no net loss of the Hedgerow
resource by 2010.

O-NBH32To protect hedgerows in all new developments, particularly species rich roadside and
townland boundary hedgerows.

O-NBH33To adhere to the provisions of the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000 in prohibiting hedge
cutting during the bird nesting season from March 1* to August 31%.

O-NBH34To protect and preserve existing hedgerows and seek their replacement with new
hedgerows with native species of local provenance where their removal is necessary
during the course of road works or other works.

Wetlands & Watercourses

Athlone is characterised by its crossing point on the River Shannon, an important waterway
corridor for its amenity and habitat value. Other watercourses in the town include the River Al and
the Athlone Canal.

P-NBH17The Council shall ensure that the Town'’s floodplains, wetlands and watercourses are
retained for their biodiversity and flood protection values. The Council will seek to
protect and enhance the natural heritage and landscape character of the River Shannon
Corridor and maintain it free from inappropriate development and to provide for public
access where feasible.

O-NBH35To ensure that development is appropriately managed in the vicinity of the River

Shannon and does not cause significant adverse impacts on the built and natural
heritage or to the recreational potential of the river.
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O-NBH36To consult Fisheries Board and the National Parks and Wildlife Service on any
development proposal concerning riparian areas and watercourses and to take account
of any requirements for the protection of Fisheries Habitat during construction and
development works at river sites.

O-NBH37To maintain good ecological status of wetlands and watercourses in support of the

provisions of the Water Framework Directive and Ramsar Convention.

O-NBH38To screen wetland sites for applications for waste permits and other developments that

may affect the biodiversity value of these sites.

O-NBH39To recognise the potential of Athlone canal as a recreational amenity for the local
community and visitors whilst ensuring that industrial heritage is preserved.

All designated Heritage Sites are identified on the attached maps.
2.8 ZONING

2.8.1 Land Use Zoning
This section sets out the general land use and zoning policies and objectives of the Plan. It
provides an explanation of the land use categories and the zoning objectives that apply to them.
The purpose of zoning is to indicate the land use objectives for all the lands within the Town.
Zoning aspires to promote the orderly development of the Town by eliminating potential conflicts
between incompatible land uses, and to establish an efficient basis for investment in public
infrastructure and facilities. The objective of zoning is to specify which types of land use the
Council considers appropriate for different areas or 'Zones', and it therefore indicates the
development management objectives of the Council for its administrative area. The Council is
obliged under the Planning Acts to include in its Development Plan, objectives to designate use
"solely or primarily of particular areas for particular purposes".
Zoning policy must have regard to the other strategic policies underlying the Development Plan.
These include the principles of sustainable development, consolidation of urban centres, the
integration of land use and transportation planning, and the maintenance of a high quality of life
within the County.
The zoning objectives for this Town Development Plan have been devised to be consistent with
those of Westmeath County Council given the relationship of the Town to the Athlone Environs
Area in County Westmeath.
In this regard, the overall zoning strategy for the Town is based on the following principles:
. Sufficient land should be zoned at appropriate locations throughout the Town and within
the Environs area to accommodate the expected growth in population, to meet the needs
of growing communities and to facilitate economic growth within the lifetime of the Plan.

. Land use and transportation should be considered in tandem with the objective of
minimising the need to travel and favouring other modes of travel over the private car.

. Flexibility should be provided for subject to the ability to mitigate the effects of a use on
existing or proposed neighbouring uses.

. Lands will be reserved for uses which are not market driven, such as open space or
community facilities to ensure that these necessary uses can be provided.

. A rational pattern of land use must be secured and a framework put in place within which
the objectives and strategies contained in this Plan can be realised.

. The efficient use of infrastructure and services provided should be ensured, by

maximising the use of nearby lands and consolidating urban centres, which will in turn
enhance town centre vitality.

. Amenity, including residential amenity must be protected, by promoting particular uses in
appropriate locations, which will reduce conflict between uses.

. A framework for development management must be provided.

. Where new development areas are to be developed this should be carried out

comprehensively and to a reasonable state of completion, before other development
areas are commenced.

Key Challenges & Issues Arising With Regards to Zoning

86



Athlone Town Development Plan 2008 -2014 Part 2

Since the adoption of the last Town Development Plan in 2002 a number of issues have arisen
with regard to zonings and the exiting matrix. In addition the matrix differed from that used in
Westmeath County Council in a number of respects. Also, during the course of the last Plan, a
large area formerly within the environs of the Town and part of the County Council administrative
area is now part of the extended Town Council area. A smaller Athlone Environs area now
adjoins Athlone Town.

The need to consider sustainability and the development of understanding of urban design
principles has promoted the mixing of uses to give variety and vitality to areas and reduce the
need to travel. Greater flexibility in zoning in therefore required.

In addition, changes to legislation and new guidance have come from national level that must be

considered when zoning:

. Amendment to Regulations 2005 — off-licence has been removed from the definition of
shop so this should now be recognised as a specific use class in the zoning matrix
In view of these issues, a number of amendments to the land use zoning objectives and
zoned areas have been made.

Land Use Zoning Categories
The following sections set out the objectives and requirements of the Planning Authority for the
main categories of land use. In total there are nine land-use zoning categories as follows:

Residential

Educational, Institutional & Community
Mixed Use - Town Centre

Enterprise & Employment

Commercial

Retail Warehousing
Sporting/Recreational

Open Space

Development Area for Masterplanning
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Land Use Zoning Objectives

Residential

0O-ZN1 To provide for residential development and associated services and to protect and
improve residential amenity.

The priority of the Council is to improve the quality of existing residential areas and strengthen the
provision of local community services and amenity.

In both new and established residential areas a range of uses will be permitted in principle, in
addition to housing, which have the potential to strengthen communities and encourage the
enjoyment of residential amenity. Such uses may include local shops, creches, schools, nursing
homes, open space, recreation facilities and these may be permitted provided they are
appropriate in scale and do not unduly interfere with the predominant residential land use.

Educational/ Institutional/ Community

O-ZN2 To provide for, protect and improve educational and institutional facilities such as
churches, schools, libraries, museums, health-centres, fire stations, graveyards,
arts/entertainment facilities etc.

It is the policy of the Council to protect and improve existing social, health, educational and
arts/cultural/entertainment facilities and institutions and to safeguard future provision. Such
provision will be important in maintaining viable and stable communities and it will be necessary
to provide for these uses in line with the pace of development, as they are required. Childcare
facilities within institutions may be permitted subject to appropriate design and location.
Residential uses will not normally be permitted. Provision of such facilities may also arise
through use of specific objectives and phasing arrangements under Local Area Plans.

Mixed Use-Town Centre

0O-ZN3 To provide for, protect and strengthen the vitality and viability of town centres, through
consolidating development, encouraging a mix of uses, and maximising the use of land to
ensure the efficient use of infrastructure and services.

Mixed use reflects the mixture of uses which have always coexisted in town centres and which
gives them the vitality, variety and intensity of uses which makes them attractive and important
places for community interaction.

A mixed use zoning provision can also help to ensure the economic efficiency through which
public infrastructure and services can be provided as it can attract a critical mass to a central area
around which service provision can be focused.

It is a policy of this Town Development Plan to sustain and enhance the vitality and viability of the
town centre. This will be achieved by encouraging a mix of compatible uses within the town
centre and maximising the use of land to ensure the efficient use of infrastructure and services,
through mobilising brownfield and under-utilised land for development where appropriate. Any
such development will have regard for the adopted Retail Strategy and policies in relation to the
built heritage and building height and density. Development incorporating residential units above
ground floor ‘active’ street frontages such as commercial/retail units will be encouraged where
appropriate to encourage activity on the street both during and after office hours.

Enterprise and Employment

O-ZN4 To provide for enterprise, employment and related uses including industrial and service
uses such as class 3 offices which due to their scale or nature cannot be located within
the town centre.

It is the policy of the Council to ensure that there is adequate land available to facilitate
opportunities for employment creation and the Council will accommodate commercial and
enterprise uses that are incapable of being situated in a town centre location, provided that such
development does not detract from the town centre’s commercial function. In this regard, Athlone
Town Council will liaise with Westmeath County Council and Roscommon County Council to
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ensure a sufficient supply of employment generating land use on the environs of the town.
Warehousing, commercial, enterprise and ancillary services should be provided in high quality
landscaped campus style environments, incorporating a range of amenities.

The uses in this zone are likely to generate a considerable amount of traffic by both employees
and service traffic. Sites should therefore have good vehicular and public transport access. The
implementation of mobility management plans will provide important means of managing
accessibility to these sites.

Since the development in this zone will provide significant employment, it may be suitable to
locate this zoning in close proximity to residential areas, depending on the nature of the
employment use and whether or not the use would be likely to result in ‘bad neighbour’ type
activity that would detract from residential amenity.

Childcare facilities may also be permitted, subject to appropriate design and location.

Commercial
O-ZN5 To provide for new retail, office, hotel and other commercial development which would
not be suitably located within the enterprise and employment zone.

This zoning provides for new commercial development and the expansion of existing retail uses.
Commercial zones close to and adjacent to the mixed-use town centre zonings will take account
of an expanded commercial town or village centre or edge of centre retail warehouse areas.

Retail Warehousing
O-ZN6 To provide for retail warehousing in accordance with the Retail Strategy and in support of
the town centre.

Retail warehousing, defined as large stores specialising in the sale of bulky household goods
such as carpets, furniture, electrical goods and bulky DIY items, cannot be located in the town
centre due to their requirements for space and parking facilities. Retail warehousing will be
permitted in principle, depending on its scale and nature, provided that such development does
not detract from the town centre’s retailing function and provided that it is in accordance with the
Council’'s Retail Strategy.

Sporting/Recreational
O-ZN7 To provide for, protect and improve the provision, attractiveness, accessibility and
amenity value of sporting and recreational facilities.

Only development that is incidental to, or contributes to the enjoyment of recreation or leisure will
be permitted within this zone and development that enhances the amenity value of such areas
will be encouraged. The development of such uses will have regard to the requirement in the area
and needs of changing communities, as well as the quality of landscaping, usability and
accessibility of areas and facilities. The Council will encourage the provision for a variety of
sporting, leisure and recreation activities as required.

Open Space
0O-ZN8 To provide for, protect and improve the provision, attractiveness, accessibility and
amenity value of public open space and amenity areas.

To provide for, protect and improve the provision, attractiveness and accessibility of public open
space intended for use for recreational or amenity purposes. Only development that is incidental
to, or contributes to the enjoyment of open space, amenity or recreational facilities will be
permitted within this zone.

89



Athlone Town Development Plan 2008 -2014 Part 2

Agricultural/Premature
O-ZN9 To protect agricultural land from development that would restrict its use, and to provide
for the development of existing established uses.

To ensure that premature urban development on unserviced or unsuitable agricultural land does
not take place.

Development Area for Masterplanning

0O-ZN10To provide for new residential communities and compatible mixed development where
appropriate, in accordance with an approved Local Area Plan and subject to the provision
of the necessary social and physical infrastructure.

This zoning category allows for the more detailed identification and zoning of specific
undeveloped areas of land, which are considered suitable to accommodate new residential and
associated development, or enterprise development, to be undertaken at local area plan level,
through a careful masterplanning process, either in parallel with the Town Plan Review process
or soon after the adoption of the Town Plan. This will allow for more careful consideration to be
given to issues such as the built form of the area, provision for recreation, amenity, education and
community facilities in line with residential development and for detailed consideration to be given
to layouts and design.

COMAH

Control of Major Accidents Hazards also known as Seveso sites; arising from the European
Communities (Control of Major Accident Hazards Involving Dangerous Substances) Regulations
(SI No 476 of 2000), as part of the Development Plan review, the National Authority for
Occupations Safety and Health (Health and Safety Authority (HSA)), have been consulted.

Non-conforming Uses

It is not intended that existing uses within the zones outlined in this Plan which appear to be
inconsistent with the primary use zoning objective should be curtailed. All such cases, where
legally established by continued use for the same purpose prior to 1st October 1964 or by a
planning permission, shall not be subject to legal proceedings under the Acts in respect of the
continued use.

There will be a presumption against the extension, improvement or intensification of such
premises or use of land, but each case shall be considered on its own merits.

2.8.2 Zoning Matrix

O-ZN11lIt is an objective of the Council to carry out its development management function in
accordance with the Land Use/Zoning Matrix.

The Matrix lists the more common forms of development and indicates in which zones particular
development would normally be permitted (P), is open for consideration (O) or would not normally
be permitted (X). It should be emphasised that the matrix is for general guidance only and that
each individual application will still be judged on its merits. Factors such as density, height, traffic
generation, design criteria and physical environmental aspects are also of importance in
determining whether or not a development proposal conforms with the proper planning and
development of the area. The adopted Retail Strategy takes precedent over the matrix.
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Type of Residential | Educational/ | Mixed Use — | Enterprise & | Commercial | Sporting /| Open Agricultural/ | Retail

Development Institutional/ | Town Centre | Employment Recreational | Space/ Premature Warehousing
Community Amenity

AT.M.’s X P P P P o] X X P

Abattoir X X X X X X X X X

Advertising X (0] (0] (0] (0] (0] X X 0]

Structures

Aerodrome /] X X X X X X X X 0

Airfield

Agri-Business X X (6] (6] @) X X X 0

Agricultural X X X X X @] @] (0] X

Building

Agri-tourism X X (@) (@) (@) (@) @) X 0

Amusement X X @) X @) X X X 0

Arcade

Ancillary plant @) (@) ©) @) ©) ©) ©) 0 0

Betting Office X X O X O X X X 0

Car Sales/ X X o] (0] (0] X X X P

Repairs

Caravan Park- (0] @) X X X X X X X

Residential

Caravan Park- X X X X X X O 0] X

Holiday

Casual-Trading | X X P X 0 X 0 X ®)

Cemetery X ®) X X X X X ®) X

Church 0 P 0] 0] 0] 0] X X 0

Cinema X 0 P 0] 0] X X X 0

Commercial car | X 0] P P P (0] X X P

Park

Community Hall | O 6] P (0] P (0] (0] X P

Recreation &

Functional

Creche/ Nursery | P P 0 0 0 0 X X P

Cultural use P P P O O O P X P
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Type of
Development

Residential

Educational/
Institutional/
Community

Mixed Use —
Town Centre

Enterprise &
Employment

Commercial

Sporting  /
Recreational

Open
Space/
Amenity

Agricultural/
Premature

Retail
Warehousing

Dance Hall/
Discotheque

>

>

Y]

>

o)

>

X

O

Doctor/ Dentist

Dwelling

Education

Energy
Installation

QO|T|T|T

O|T|0|T

O|0|1T|T

O|O|X|X

O|0|0|0] O

O|O|X|X

O|X|X|X

Extractive
Industry

>

>

>

>

x

>

>

O O|X|X|X

x| 0O|0|0|0o

Funeral Home

Garden Centre

Golf Course

Guest House

Halting Site/
Housing

T|O[X|X|O

X|O|X|O|T

X|X[X|0|O

X|0O[X|0|O

X|X|O|X|X

XXX X|X

XXX X[ X

X[X|X|1T|lO

Health Centre

Heavy Industry

Heavy Vehicle

Park

X|X|O| O|OX|X|X

X|X|O

X|X|T

O|X|X

O|X|0

X[X|O

X[X|X

XXX

X|X|O

Holiday Home

Hospital

Hotel

Household Fuel

DEPOT

O|O|X|X

X|X|1O|X

T|T|0|X

T|O|0O|X

T|O|0O|X

XXX X

XXX X

XXX |[X

T|O|0O|X

Kennels

Landfill Site

Light Industry

Multi-storey Car

Park

X|O|X|X

T|O|[X|X

T|O|[X|X

T|O|[X|X

O X|X|X

XXX X

X|[X|[X|O

T|O[X|X

Offices
SQ M x

<100

O

o

X

X

X

Offices 100 SQ

M -1000 sg m

X

Ol O O|0O|X|X

Offices>1000sq

X

ol Ol ©O

ol Ol ©O

ol Ol O
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m

Type of
Development

Residential

Educational/
Institutional/
Community

Mixed Use —
Town Centre

Enterprise &
Employment

Commercial

Sporting  /
Recreational

Open
Space/
Amenity

Agricultural/
Premature

Retail
Warehousing

Off Licence

O

Open Space

Park & Ride

Petrol Station

Private Tip

Public House

XX |X|X|T[X

T|X|0|0|T|T

X[X|0|0O|T|X

O|(X|0|0|T|O

O|X|X|X|T|X

X[X|X|X|T[X

XXX X[ XX

Public Services

Recycling Plant

Residential
Institution

O|0o

X|0

O|T

X[ X

X[ X

x| X

O|0|0|0|X|T|0O

Restaurant
/Cafe

O| O|0| |O|X|X|O|T|Oo

ol O|0

)

)

o

Retalil
Warehouse

x

x

ol O

U

Retirement
Home

Bv)

Bv)

x

Science &
Technology

x

o

Ol O] ©O

ol Ol O

>

x

X

ol ©O

Scrap Yard

Service Yard

Shops - Local

Shops-
Neighbourhood

O|T|X|X

X|O[X|X

T|T|O|X

X|O|o|0] O

XXX [ X

XXX X

XXX X

O|0|T|X

Shops-Major

Small Workshop

Sports Facility

Take-away/
Fast food

X|O|0|X

X|O|X|X

X|0O|0|X

O|O0|0|0| O|0|0o|Xx

X|O|X|X

XXX X

XXX |[X

O|0|0|X

Telecom’
Structures

O

@]

o

o

X

X

X

T

Tele-services

Tourism-
Recreational

O|X

O|X

OO0l ©O| 0|0|0|T

X|0

O|o

O|X

XX

XX

o|0o

93




Athlone Town Development Plan 2008 -2014 Part 2

complex

Training Centre | O P P 0 0 X X X ©)

Transport Depot | X X X ®) ®) X X X ©)

Type of Residential | Educational/ | Mixed Use — | Enterprise & | Commercial | Sporting /| Open Agricultural/ | Retail

Development Institutional/ | Town Centre | Employment Recreational | Space/ Premature Warehousing
Community Amenity

Urban- Nature (0] 0 X X X (0] X X 0]

Reserve

Veterinary X X O X O X X X 0]

Surgery

Warehouse X X X P 0 X X X ©)

Wholesale X X (0] X (0] X X X P

Outlet

Works to Quarry | X X X X X X X X X
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