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Minutes of the January Monthly Meeting of Athlone Town Council, which was held in the Civic Centre, Church Street, Athlone at 6.00 p.m. on Tuesday 9th January, 2007.
Attendance:

Mayor:

Cllr. J. Butler

Members:
Cllrs. M. Cooney, P. Hogan, R. Lennon, N. McFadden, 

K. Molloy, E. Moran & K. Moran 
Officers:

Mr. Barry Kehoe, Director of Services

Mr. John Walsh, Town Clerk

Mr. Alan Kelly, Town Engineer




Ms. Anne McNamara, Assistant Staff Officer 

Apology:
An apology was received from Cllr. A. Berry who was unable to attend the meeting.

All the Members wished Cllr. Berry well and also, all joined with the Mayor in welcoming back Cllr. K. Moran to the meeting, following his recent illness.

Minutes:

It was proposed by Cllr. Cooney,
Seconded by Cllr. McFadden and resolved,

“That we hereby adopt the Minutes of the December Monthly Meeting held on December 4th 2006.”
Matters Arising from the Minutes:

Tidy Towns:
The Mayor informed Cllr. McFadden that the Tidy Towns Meeting was scheduled to take place on January 16th 2007 and Members would be nominated tonight to represent the Council on the Committee.
Bus Shelter at Arcadia:
The Town Clerk informed Cllr. McFadden that no response had been received from City Link but that he would write again.
Traffic Survey at Sarsfield Square:
The Town Engineer informed Cllr. McFadden that the traffic survey had not yet been undertaken, but that he hoped to have a report by the February meeting.
O’Connell Street Development:
The Town Clerk confirmed for Cllr. McFadden that there would be no pedestrian access to the development from the back and there would be screening between it and Parnell Square. 
Hazelwood/Rindoon:
The Mayor informed Cllr. McFadden that the Report on these estates would be on the Agenda for the March meeting.
Water at Pedestrian Crossing:
It was agreed to amend the Minutes to state that no report had yet been received from Mr. Ivor Kilcline, Area Engineer.
Public Sessions at Swimming Pool:
Cllr. Hogan thanked the Directors of the Regional Sports Centre who increased the times allocated to adult sessions throughout the week.
Traffic at Sarsfield Square:
Cllr. Hogan requested that his proposal to cul-de-sac Sarsfield Square at the railway bridge, be included in the Minutes and it was agreed to do so.
River Al/Loughandonning:
The Director informed Cllr. E. Moran that the brief was being prepared for the consultants to draw up the Action Plan.
Disposal of Land:
It was proposed by Cllr. Molloy,
Seconded by Cllr. Cooney and resolved,

“Pursuant to the provisions of the Local Government Act 2001, the Housing Act 1966, Section 90 of the Housing Act 1966 and the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) No.2 Act 1978, we hereby approve of the disposal of the fee simple interest in the properties as set out in the schedule hereunder:

Schedule:


Description of Property
Name of Purchaser
Purchase Price

81 Sarsfield Square
John Curley
€39.30


23 Sarsfield Square
Rose & Raymond Collins
€39.30


22 St. Anne’s Terrace
Denise Beaumont 
€45.40



(personal rep of B. & P. 



     Mack deceased)
Revised Members Allowances:
The Town Clerk informed the Members that the revised allowances provided for a new allowance for mobile phones in the sum of €600.
It was proposed by Cllr. K. Moran,

Seconded by Cllr. McFadden and resolved,

“Pursuant to the Local Government Act 2001 we hereby approve of the payment of revised allowances for expenses incurred by elected Members, as set out in the Department of the Environment Circular Letter LG 33/06 with effect from 1st January 2007”.

Special Meetings:
The Director informed the Members that the Draft Town Development Plan can have amendments made to it up to and including February 9th 2007.  It will then go on public display from February 23rd 2007.  It is proposed to hold two meetings before that date, one to explain any changes which have been made and the second if needed, to allow Members to make amendments and give direction to the executive.
It was agreed to hold the first meeting on Friday 19th January 2007 in the Civic at 10.00a.m. and the second on Monday 29th January 2007 at 6p.m. in the Civic Centre.

Nominations to the Tidy Town Committee:
It was unanimously agreed that Cllrs. Hogan, McFadden and K. Moran, together with the Mayor represent the Council on the newly formed Tidy Towns Committee.
Questions:

Question 1.
Cllr. P. Hogan:

“Can this Council inquire from Westmeath County Council when work will recommence on the unfinished footpaths between Smyths Toy Store and Lidl and at Cypress Gardens?”

Answer: 
Footpaths at Cypress Gardens are being completed in the next two weeks.  At present there is no funding to complete the footpaths from Smyth’s Toy Store to Lidl.

Question 2. 
Cllr. P. Hogan: 

“Can this Council inquire from Westmeath County Council when will the proposed improvements on the slip road from the N6 to the R916 commence?”

Answer:
Westmeath County Council has prepared designs for each of the N6/R916 junctions.   However these cannot be implemented until appropriate funding is provided by the N.R.A.

Question 3.
Cllr. N. McFadden:



“Can this Council give me an update on the progress of the Childcare facility in phase 2, and the re-landscaping of Phase 1 in Brawney”?

Answer:
The Councils Architect is currently finalising the design for the community facility including the crèche and it will be presented to the March Meeting.  The contract for the landscaping works has been signed and work has commenced on site.
Question 4.
Cllr. N. McFadden:

“Can this Council put in place traffic calming on the stretch of road from Coolevin Park to the tunnel, passing Coosan Heath, SDS and Caislean Riada and the new Housing Estate on the right”?

Answer:
There is no evidence of a need for traffic calming measures at this location.
Managers Orders:
The Members noted the summary of Managers Orders circulated.
Bequest to Council:
The Town Clerk informed the Members that a former resident of the town Mrs. Elizabeth Newell, had left the Council £1,000, euro equivalent.  It is proposed he said, to purchase a painting from a local artist and hang it in the Art Gallery in her memory.
This was supported by the Members and Cllr. Cooney suggested buying it now and hanging it in the Civic Centre, until the Art Gallery is in operation.

Vodafone;
The Members noted a letter from Vodafone regarding the surcharges for Ready to go Top Ups charged by some shops in which Vodafone stated that they have no control over this surcharge and advised that people shop around for outlets that charge the recommended retail price only and listed some of them.
Cllr. Lennon defended shopkeepers who impose the surcharge as it is necessary he said to help meet their margins.

Non-National Vehicles:
The Members noted a letter from the Office of the Revenue Commissioners stating that vehicles imported permanently into the state must register for VRT within one working day of arrival.  However, vehicles brought in temporarily by persons from outside the state are exempted for up to 12 months.
Conferences:
The Members noted the forthcoming conference and its cost:

Adare, Co. Limerick
Mid-West Regional Authority
15th & 16th February 2007 

Bus Stop at Tormey Villas:
In response to Cllr. K. Moran’s motion, the Town Clerk stated that the area between the two junction accesses to Tormey Villas is unsuitable for a bus stop, as such a facility would impede sightlines for traffic exiting Tormey Villas.  He added however that the need for such a bus stop facility will be examined and if justified an examination into an appropriate location will be carried out.
Roundabout at Cloghanboy:
The Town Clerk informed Cllr. K. Moran that Westmeath County Council has approved of the construction of a roundabout at Cloghanboy.
Lighting at College Park:
In response to Cllr. Lennon, the Town Clerk stated that the ESB will be asked to examine this area and any necessary upgrading works can be considered in the 2007 expenditure.
Seat at Old Batteries:
The Town Clerk informed Cllr. Lennon that a new seat at this location will be provided.  Cllr. Lennon welcome this.
Footpaths at Iona Grove:
Following Cllr. Lennon’s request to repair and upgrade the footpaths in this area, the Town Clerk stated that the area would be examined and if justified, a scheme can be costed for consideration in 2007.
Private Property Owners Register/Anti-Social behaviour – Meadowbrook:
Cllrs. Butler requested that the Council write to the Minister for the Environment requesting him to provide a register of all house owners and to empower local authorities to provide estate management policies for private housing estates.  He said absentee landlords with no interest in their properties apart from financial income, were causing littering, poorly maintained housing and facilitating anti-social behaviour.  He called on his colleagues to support his motion.
Following a lengthy discussion, it was decided to write to the Private Residential Tenancies Board requesting a list of the register relating to Athlone and the Members could then inform them of other property owners they are aware of.

As regards anti-social behaviour in Meadowbrook, Cllr. McFadden urged the expedition of the Area Plan and the Town Clerk said that a multi-agency response would be developed through the Housing Forum in the near future.  Some of the Members felt that the Housing Forum would not be a suitable base to deal with this problem.  The Town Clerk said that the Council can only deal with anti-social behaviour in its own houses and not in private estates.  He added that the Housing Forum had all the agencies involved in dealing with estate management issues, including the Gardaí and therefore it would be suitable to tackle anti-social behaviour in Meadowbrook.  The Director agreed that this type of multi-agency response would be best.

Banners:
In response to Cllr. Butlers motion, the Town Clerk stated that the erection of a banner requires a licence under Section 254 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 and any banner erected without a licence is unauthorised and illegal.
The Members welcomed a simple process by which communities could get permission to erect banners and it was agreed to circulate a copy of the Application Form to them.

Meetings with Ministers:

Cllr. Butler said he was totally against the Garda Station being on the periphery of the town and against the move by the Department of Social Welfare from the Westside.

Some Members agreed with him but Cllr. K. Moran said a green field site for the Garda Station would allow more facilities for them, like dog and horse units.

Cllr. E. Moran felt they should wait until some decisions or announcements of proposed locations were made.
It was proposed by Cllr. Butler,

Seconded by Cllr. Molloy and resolved,

“We hereby agree to write to the Minister for Justice to seek a deputation with him, regarding the relocation of the Garda Station in Athlone and to ascertain from the Minister for Social & Family Affairs what relocation plans they have for Athlone.”
Flooding at Wolfe Tone Terrace:

In response to Cllr. Hogan’s motion, the Town Clerk stated that the water levels at Wolfe Tone Terrace are dictated by the flood levels of the river over which the Council has no control.  However he added, to ameliorate matters the Council could consider the construction of a dwarf wall similar to that at the Strand to reduce the water levels induced by wave action.

Cllr. Hogan welcomed the building of a dwarf wall as the more development that is allowed along the river, the worse the flooding is going to get.

The Director stated that all new development is above flood level and due to the enormous size of the flood plane such development has a negligible impact on the level of the river.  
It was proposed by Cllr. Hogan,

Seconded by Cllr. Butler and resolved,

“That we provide a dwarf wall along the Strand”. 

Damaged Road Sign:

Cllr. Hogan said that since his motion, the damaged road sign at the slip road for Galway off the R916, has been fixed by Westmeath County Council.

Suspension of Standing Orders:

It was proposed by Cllr. Butler,

Seconded by Cllr. Molloy and resolved,

“That we hereby suspend Standing Orders in order to deal with the remaining items on the Agenda”.

Dangerous Manhole cover:

In response to Cllr. Hogan’s motion the Town Clerk stated that a suitable replacement manhole cover will be provided for this location, by Westmeath County Council.

Athlone’s Gateway Status:

The Town Clerk informed Cllr. McFadden that the recommendations of the Gateway Strategy Report are promoted and implemented by all the relevant Local Authorities including Athlone Town Council and the other agencies.  He added that the works programme of this Council contributes to the realisation of the Strategy.
Cllr. McFadden welcomed this response but suggested we should write to the Minister requesting that Athlone would be classed a strategic development zone.  Other Members agreed that Athlone had to improve its infrastructure greatly.

The Director stated that we should await the new National Development Plan, as it is critical to our achievement of gateway status.

Preservation of Open Space:

In response to Cllr. McFadden’s motion the Town Clerk stated that open spaces in housing estates are dedicated for that purpose under planning permissions and cannot be used for alternative purposes without a further planning permission.

Cllr. McFadden was not pleased with the response and said she would like to see green areas in estates remaining intact, never to be considered for any other use.  Cllr. Cooney suggested zoning them as open space in the Town Development Plan, so that any application for a different use, would be a material contravention of the Plan and would have to come before the Members for the consideration.

Western extension of Town Boundary:

The Town Clerk informed Cllr. Cooney that a meeting is to be arranged by the Corporate Policy Group, between the Members of Roscommon and Westmeath County Councils and the County Managers.

All supported the motion and felt that the people in the Monksland area needed representation as much as the Council needed to be involved in the development of that area.  It was hoped genuine discussion would take place as soon as possible.

Survey on Town Dump:

The Town Clerk informed Cllr. Cooney that Westmeath County Council will be written to, to ascertain what progress has been made.

Housing Estates being taken in Charge:

Cllr. Butler requested that the Members be given an update on the progress being made in taking housing estates in charge.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

