Minutes of the July Monthly Meeting of Athlone Town Council, which was held in the Civic Centre, Church Street, Athlone at 6.00 p.m. on Monday 7th July, 2008. 
Attendance:

Mayor:
Cllr. E. Moran
Members:
Cllrs. A. Berry, J. Butler, M. Cooney, P. Hogan, R. Lennon, K. Molloy,  



K. Moran & M. O’Connell
Officers:
Mr. Barry Kehoe, Director of Services



Mr. John Walsh, Town Clerk



Mr. Alan Kelly, Town Engineer


Mr. Aidan Bass, Administrative Officer 



Ms. Anne McNamara, Assistant Staff Officer 
Minutes:

It was proposed by Cllr. Cooney,
Seconded by Cllr. K. Moran and resolved,

“That we hereby adopt the Minutes of the June Monthly Meeting which was held on 3rd June 2008”.

Matters Arising from the Minutes: 
One-way Traffic System:
The Director informed Cllr. Cooney that the introduction of the system was being postponed until August, so that safety issues could be addressed.
Repair works at Baylough:
The Director confirmed for Cllr. Lennon that the area was inspected and that emergency works will be carried out.
Pedestrian Crossing Connaught Street: 
The Town Engineer informed Cllr. O’Connell that this will be examined over the summer months.
Yellow box – Sarsfield Square: 
The Director informed Cllr. O’Connell that the box had not been provided as it is the responsibility of Westmeath County Council and their budget is gone.  He stated that it would be provided from Town Council funds.
Weed Control at Castle:
The Town Engineer stated that the wild flowers (weeds) growing from the Castle are left there as a feature but Cllr. Hogan requested that the ragworth be removed and this was agreed.
Disposal of Land:
It was proposed by Cllr. Molloy,
Seconded by Cllr. Butler and resolved,

“Pursuant to the provisions of the Local Government Act 2001, in particular Section 183 of the Act, Section 90 of the Housing Act 1966, the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No.2) Act 1978 and the Local Government Act 1991, we hereby approve of the disposal of the fee simple interest in the properties as set out in the schedule hereunder:

Schedule:


Description of Property: 
Name of Purchaser: 
Purchase Price:

4 Ave Maria Terrace
Anne & Maurice McLacken
€45.40

71 Assumption Road 
Patricia O’Reilly and 
€20.00



  Dermot Gallagher 

I.B.A.L. Report:
The Town Clerk stated that there was a general improvement since the last report, with 40% being ‘clean to European norms’, 40% ‘moderately littered’, with 20% ‘litter blackspots’.
The Members in general felt the Report did not reflect the much improved state of the town, due to the good work of the Town Council staff with extra men and Cllr. J. Butler and the Tidy Town workers.  Cllr. Butler felt that a meeting with the adjudicators would be a very helpful way forward.  Cllr. Cooney said the Council should be more strict with enforcing the litter laws to prevent litter in the first place and that we should remind property owners of their responsibilities regarding litter.
Annual Financial Statement: 
The Annual Financial Statement for the year ended December 31st 2007 was presented to the Members.
Mr. Aidan Bass indicated that Revenue Expenditure for the year was €10.6m while Revenue Income was €11.1m, giving a surplus of €0.5m.  He explained that the surplus was due to a fall in overdraft interest, term loans and landfill charges.  He informed the Members that Capital Expenditure was €9.9m, giving a total expenditure of €20.5m, while the Capital Income was €15.3m.  He added that the Council had a credit balance at the end of the year of €674,876.

Over expenditure had taken place in some areas and Mr. Bass outlined these, for the Members consideration and approval.

It was proposed by Cllr. Cooney,

Second by Cllr. K. Moran and resolved,

“Pursuant to the divisions of the Local Government Acts 1925-2001, we hereby accept and approve the Annual Financial Statement presented and of the excess expenditure as follows:










       €
Local Authority Housing Maintenance
5,516

Regional Roads Rates
4,670

County Roads Rates
2,319

Operation and Maintenance
4,072

Firefighting
15,595

Provision of Equipment
10,749

Monitoring and Enforcement
2,992

Recreation & Amenity
488,857

Community Employment Schemes & Job Initiative
11,907

Irrecoverable Rates 
86,668

Computerisation
8




Taking in Charge: 
The Town Engineer circulated maps showing the exact roads/open spaces to be taken in charge by the Council in a number of housing estates.
It was proposed by Cllr. K. Moran,

Seconded by Cllr. Cooney and resolved,

“Pursuant to the Roads Act 1993 we hereby approve of the implementation of the necessary process to take in charge the roads and services in the housing estates at Ardnaglug, Clonbrock Court and Cartrontroy Heights.
Road Sweeping Schedule:
The Members noted the Schedule for Road Sweeping as presented by the Town Engineer and they were pleased that the sweeping was being extended to the approach roads.  They unanimously approved of the schedule.
Mayor’s Reception: 

The Members agreed to host a Mayor’s Reception for St. Francis Football Club under 14 squad who won the All Ireland Lions Club Trophy, on a date to be decided.

Managers Orders:

The Members noted the summary of Managers Orders as circulated.
Questions:

Question 1
Cllr. E. Moran: 

“What progress has the Council made with the re-location of the Council Yard?”

Answer: 
Sites within the Council’s ownership are currently being  
examined 
and it is hoped that detailed plans will be drawn up in the coming 
months

Question 2
Cllr. P. Hogan: 

“When will Westmeath County Council resurface Sean Costello Street between Biddy Mulligans and Reubens?”

Answer: 
This work will take place before October 2008.

Question 3
Cllr. P. Hogan:  

“What are the remaining outstanding issues in relation to the taking in charge of Churchwood?”

Answer: 
There are outstanding issues in relation to road surfacing, footpath construction, sewer and water mains. 

Question 4
Cllr. A. Berry:


“Has Athlone Town Council come to any positive conclusion regarding some form of pedestrian crossing at the Assumption Road/Beechpark junction?”

Answer: 
This matter is currently under examination and it is expected that a design will be prepared for the September Meeting.
Question 5.
Cllr. J. Butler: 

“Why is the owner of a business premises allowed to leave refuse bins overflowing onto the street at the Strand?”

Answer:
W.C.C. is preparing Waste Presentation Bye-Laws for consideration by the Environment SPC on July 21st and these can then be brought before the Town Council. These Bye-Laws will address the issues raised. In the meantime any violations of the Litter Control Act will be dealt with by the Litter Warden.

Question 6.
Cllr. M. O’Connell:


“Please provide details of the number of properties and tenants in Athlone that are now on the Rental Accommodation Scheme?”

Answer:
There are 25 properties and tenants included in this scheme at this time.

Acknowledgement:
The Members noted an acknowledgement from the Minister for Health & Children for the letter regarding Dental Services for medical card holders.
Thanks: 
The Members noted a letter of thanks from the Rehab Foundation for the Councils sponsorship of the Rehab People of the Year Awards 2008 and their continued support.
Conferences:
The Members noted the following conference and the cost thereof.

Ballina
Humbert Summer School

21st – 24th August, 2008

Traffic Calming at St. Paul’s Terrace: 
In response to Cllr. Molloy’s motion, the Town Clerk stated that the area will be examined and a report will be presented to the Members at a later date.
Register of Elections: 
The Town Clerk informed Cllr. E. Moran that Westmeath County Council look after the Register of Electors and his request to employ people like the Census Enumerators to overhaul the system, would be conveyed to them.
Primary Care Unit/GP participation: 
Cllr. Cooney felt the Council should request the H.S.E. not to proceed with the building of the Primary Care Unit in Athlone, until such time as G.P.’s have agreed to participate fully with the development.  Cllr. Berry, Butler and Lennon supported the motion, feeling that the town did not want the unit at any cost.  They felt they should hold out until the doctors agreed to be there.  The rest of the Members felt that the building should be provided anyway, as it will have many other services there besides the doctors and the facilities will be much better than the current ones.  They felt the doctors might come on board at a later date and that the building should be proceeded with now and with space included allowing for the doctors.
Bus Stops: 
In response to Cllr. Cooney’s motion, the Town Clerk stated that the Council will co-operate in regard to the provision of bus stops, with the bus operators and areas of need should be identified by the operators for assessment by the Gardaí and the Council.  It was agreed to write to the bus operators.
Registrar of Births, Deaths, Marriages: 
It was agreed to write to the HSE requesting them to restore the facility in Athlone to access the Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages.
Overhanging trees at the Beeches: 
The Town Clerk stated in response to Cllr. K. Moran’s motion that the trees in question are on private property and a Tree Cutting Notice will be served on the owner when the growing season has terminated.  Cllr. Moran felt this was unsatisfactory as the owner in question would not take action.  He requested that the Council do the work as the trees were a public hazard.
Taking in charge – Cloghanboy Estate: 
In response to Cllr. K. Moran’s motion the Town Clerk stated that following an examination of a submission by the developer to the Council, he was again written to on December 7th 2007, outlining outstanding matters and we are awaiting resolution of these matters prior to putting the development forward for taking in charge.
Overgrown trees at Goldenisland:
The Town Clerk informed Cllr. Hogan that the trees in question are on private property and a Tree Cutting Notice will be sent to the owner for action.  Cllr. Hogan said something should be done immediately as the trees are a nuisance to pedestrians.
“Dial to stop drug dealing” scheme:
Cllr. Hogan requested that the Council write to the Community and Voluntary Forum in association with the Drug Awareness Group/s requesting them to establish a “dial to stop drug dealing” scheme in Athlone, similar to the successful pilot scheme operating in areas of Dublin, in an effort to stamp out drugs in our community.  
Vote of Sympathy:
All the Members wished to be associated with Cllr. Hogan’s vote of sympathy to Cllr. Frankie Keena and the Keena Family on the recent death of their mother Ellen.
Roundabout at Mayfield Grove; 
The Town Clerk stated in response to Cllr. Hogan’s motion that the N.R.A. will be requested to approve of a roundabout in principle at this location, but it’s time of construction and priority will be determined by the availability of finance and the needs of other junctions in the town. The Members expressed disappointment and frustration with the N.R.A. and the length of time they are taking over decisions.  The Director said he would continue to pressurise them for decisions, as he agreed the rate of progress is very slow.
Prohibition on turf-cutting:
All the Members supported Cllr. Berry’s motion and it was agreed to write to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, requesting him not to proceed with the prohibition of turf-cutting for domestic purposes.
Concealment of signage on by-pass: 
In response to Cllr. Berry’s motion the Town Clerk stated that the matter will be pursued in collaboration with Westmeath County Council.
Derelict toilets at St. Mary’s Square: 
The Town Clerk informed Cllr. Butler that a Derelict Site Notice will be served on the owner of the building, requiring it be rendered non-derelict.  Cllr. Butler said that the amount of litter around it is scandalous and a health hazard and something should be done immediately.  The Town Clerk agreed it would be.
Signage: 
The Town Clerk stated in response to Cllr. Butler’s motion that all unauthorised signs will be removed from public roads within the coming weeks, as they are already on an ongoing basis.  He added that consideration is given to community signage for specific events as they arise and are satisfactorily dealt with by the staff.  The question of designated sites for community signs, would need a lot of consideration he said, as they do not work very well. The Director added that the NRA are currently drawing up a policy on road signage.
Overloading of Refuse Bins; 
In response to Cllr. Butlers motion, the Town Clerk stated that Westmeath County Council is currently preparing Waste Presentation Bye-Laws for consideration by the Environment SPC on July 21st and these can then be brought before the Town Council and these bye-laws will address the issues raised.  In the meantime he said, any violations of the Litter Control Act will be dealt with by the Litter Warden.  Cllr. Butler welcomed new measures but he said nothing was being done under the Litter Act, that there seemed to be no enforcement of the Litter laws and the Members all agreed.
Traffic at Coosan School: 
The Town Clerk confirmed for Cllr. O’Connell that his request for traffic calming measures at Coosan School would be referred to Westmeath County Council.
New School at Coosan: 

Cllr. O’Connell said that there are 240 pupils and 14 teachers in Coosan N.S., where they currently have 8 prefabs and that a new building had been approved in January of this year.  He asked if the Council would write to the Department of Education for an update on the proposed new school and it was agreed to do this.
Additional litter bins: 

Cllrs. O’Connell and Molloy requested that additional litter bins be provided for the Connaught Street/Parnell Square area and the Town Clerk said that the area will be examined, but care must be taken that such bins are not located where they might be subject to the dumping of domestic waste.

Road/Street closures for triAthlone: 

Cllr. Cooney suggested that maybe the event take place on a Sunday next year as it would cause less disruption to businesses and indeed residents.  All agreed that it was a great event and great to have it in the town, but they felt there should be more communication over the road closures.  The Town Clerk said the closures were well advertised by the Council and people from the triAthlone organising group had gone around the areas involved, speaking to people and informing them of the proposed closures and activities.  He said the Council had only received one submission on the closures and it was dealt with.  He added that it was a good event for the town and that the Council assisted whatever way it could to help it run smoothly and would continue to do so.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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